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Wow, what an incredible summer we ended up
with. From late August to the end of September
we had a stretch of absolutely perfect weather.
I hope you all got out sailing as much as I did.
Between the regatta, final Wednesday night
races, AHMEN series every weekend plus Champions and Last Chance Cup, the end of summer
is busy. This is the last Clipper of 2017. Thank
you to all our contributors and advertisers.
Members, be sure to patronize those advertisers
during the off-season!
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Commodore
Jacqui Cook

Back in May at a Council of Commodores meeting, the
Commodore of Ashbridges Bay said that a disaster like
this either pulls your club together or it pulls it apart.
At Queen City we know how to pull together. Through
our combined efforts we saved the clubhouse, fixed the
grounds and marine yard, fixed docks and tires, held
fabulous events, raced, ate, drank, and had a rocking
good time.
There are many, many people to thank. I can't say
thank you to everyone in one column. But here are a
few people to whom I wish to express my gratitude.
To the Board Members of 2017. What a year to be on
the Board. Everyone had to go above and beyond. No
one shirked. In a regular year, the responsibilities are
onerous. This year, those responsibilities were at times
crushing. But we remembered it was a marathon, not a
sprint. We divided the work, we were supported by the
members, and we got it done.

commodore@qcyc.ca

bilities. The drywall went up, was mudded, sanded, painted
AND the washroom was put back together. To Laurence
Concannon, who was there to help with almost everything
from pumps to yard, to moorings to events. Almost every time
members were doing something, Laurence was lending a
hand. Thank you, Roel and Laurence, for demonstrating the
best of the QCYC self-help spirit.
To the volunteer organisers of pop-up Friday Nights,
Trivia Night, Lobersterfest, July 1, Women Skippers
Race, Corn and Weenie Roast, Pig Roast, the QCYC
Open, Wednesday night racing, and the team who
booked the bands: thank you. Our members said at the
Spring Meeting, Damn the flood, we want to have fun.
And fun they had.
To the Pump Brigade and their fearless leader, to the
bridge makers, the sandbaggers, the underwater divers,
the moorings barge team, to those who have been
fixing the grounds, the electrical, the yard and the
decking around the clubhouse, and to anyone who
asked "What can I do?" and then did it, thank you.

To our team of staff, led by Laura Vanek our Club Manager.
Everyone had to adapt to changing demands in circumstances that were less than ideal. Many of the team were
new. To every tender captain, mate, maintenance staff,
dock master, learn-to-sail instructor, thank you.

2017 will go down in the oral history of QCYC as one of
those memorable years–and it turns out, more for the
good stuff than the bad.

To Roel Vanderwal. I cornered Roel in the Yard during launch
and asked him to fix the drywall in the Learn to Sail building
that was damaged by a water leak last fall. He agreed, measured up for materials, recruited some help, and started in.
Then the floods came and everyone but Roel was distracted
by sandbags and pumps. Quietly, Roel redefined his responsi-

I am sure all of us are looking forward to a sunny,
warm, dry 2018. There will be some repair work that
continues through the winter and into next year. Your
Club will continue to need her members, but when we
all pull together it all gets done and, just as importantly, we have a good time.
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Vice Commodore

Genia Vanderkruk vicecommodore@qcyc.ca

The last few weeks of the summer
have made the difficult start of the
season seem like a distant
memory. After a successful but
chilly Pig Roast, our thoughts turn
to work parties, getting the Yard
ready for haulout, preparing boats
for the winter, and shutting down
the clubhouse for the season. Keep
an eye out for Quick Clipper announcements, which will
contain important dates including water shut-off and
the end of tender service.
By this time of the season, I hope that everyone has
taken the opportunity to contribute some time to Club
activities and has recorded those work hours, either
electronically or on paper forms. There has certainly
been no shortage of work this season, and your participation is truly valued. One of the things which make
this Club special is the way members come together to
get things done, so don’t miss out on this important
part of membership. It’s a great
way to meet new people and gives
you a new appreciation of what it
takes to keep the Club running.
And if you’re really keen to learn
about the inner workings of the
Club, why not consider a position
on the board? The nominating
committee is always looking for
enthusiastic candidates.

lagoon or stored in the yard. If you haven’t had an
opportunity to drop by the office with your most
current insurance documents, or if your insurance
expires in the off-season, documents can be provided
electronically to office@qcyc.ca.
As the season winds down, I’d like to offer particular
thanks to our Club Manager Laura and our great team
of maintenance and office staff for not only dealing
with the high water on a daily basis for several months,
but also switching gears mid-season as our Club
returned to normal. We have a great team supporting
us and managing the Club on a day-to-day basis, and
looking after the flurry of activities as we shut down
for the winter.
To our members, enjoy your winter pastimes, whether
they are here in the cool weather, or somewhere in
warmer climates. We look forward to seeing everyone
back in the spring.

There are no finer

Cruising sails…

As we prepare to haul boats,
please remember to keep your
membership file up-to-date by
providing a copy of your current
boat insurance verifying that you
carry $2 million of liability insurance for any boat moored in the
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LeeSails, founded in 1947, is a combination
of craftsmanship, technology, and efficient
manufacturing method.

Don Ferguson
www.leesailsdirect.com

416-414-4968
don.leesails@outlook.com

Fleet
Keith Aldridge fleet@qcyc.ca

As our 2017 season draws to a
close, it is a pleasure to thank our
head captain, Trevor Turl, and our
tender captains and mates for their
outstanding service under the
challenging conditions brought on by this year’s floods.
They got us through disappearing and wildly tilting
docks while still managing to refurbish the AQII to a
gleaming level. Less obvious, but important for the
safe running of the tender, was the installation of new
fire-retardant insulation in the engine room as well as
a complete degreasing of the entire bilge area. We can
now look forward to the 2018 season with only minor
cleaning, as careful attention to maintenance and
repair this year have paid off in reliability.
We are pleased to report another successful official
For All Your Performance Sailing Needs

Two different stores, two convenient locations
901 Oxford Street | Toronto
ph 416 251 0384 or
tf 1 800 342 3644
www.foghmarine.com

For All Your Keelboat Needs

1 Port St. East | Mississauga
ph 905 278 7005 or
tf 1 800 263 1506
www.foghboatsupplies.com

progression from mate to captain in our fleet. Alex
Speirs, who has been serving as mate this year,
recently earned his captain’s ticket, so congratulations
Alex! We are also pleased to have Jacob Piekarski
continue to serve as captain on our fleet on Tuesdays
and weekends until the end of the season. Finally, we
welcome our new mates, Drew Ingall and Kyle Lennan,
to complete our tender crew for the season.
This year our much loved Algonquin Princess has been
put into service as a workboat, transporting sandbags
and assisting valiantly by carrying much-needed wood
for bridge building during the great flood--terribly dirty
work for a boat with her name. Then again, after the
flood, she carried some 3000 lbs of pressure-treated
wood to repair the Club’s deck. Meanwhile, her twicedamaged frame is under repair and her new cover is
ready for a refit.
Our proposed tap payment on the tenders in place of
tickets will take longer than anticipated to implement.
The purpose of this transition is in part to speed up
boarding as well as to move away from cash payment
and tickets as in land transit systems. In response to
concerns that tap payments won’t work or are too slow,
we have learned recently that Toronto water taxis now
use this method successfully. Over the winter, we will
work through the logistics of tap payment with the
goal of introducing tap payment next spring.
Finally, I have greatly appreciated the continuing
support from colleagues on our Board of Directors over
this past season.

Rear
Commodore
Graham Douhall
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

As I write this article, there are
only a few weeks left in the
season. A season that has been extraordinary–so
extraordinary, that I hope we don’t see another like it
for another 100 years.
My personal thanks and appreciation go out to all who
helped and supported the Club in this crisis. QCYC
pulled together again.
The Cruising Committee arranged three exciting cruises.
Unfortunately, all three had to be cancelled, as neither the
destination club nor QCYC could receive visitors. To make
up for this disappointment, the Cruising Committee has
already tentatively booked two cruises and is working on a
third. Many thanks to the Cruising Committee: Chair Pat
Whetung and Halszka Weiss, Keith Aldridge, Paul Lehal,
and Sandra Raitz. If you have feedback or comments on
the Club’s cruising program, please forward them.
The Club’s racing program started with the one minor
adjustment of making the first Wednesday Race a practice
race. We seem to have returned to windless Wednesdays.
Wednesday racing couldn’t happen without the team of
volunteers on the Wednesday Race Committee: Alex
Shevchuk, Bella Beazer, Brenda Blake, Ean Kingston,
Heather Jackson, Ian Heerdegen, Joanne Ashton, Karen
Wash, Kim Parker, Kristin Basmadjian, Mike Smith,
Nicholas Cianciotta, Richard Forsythe, and Sally Leitch.
Please thank and support our sponsors of the Wednesday
Race Series Results: Skippers’ Plan Insurance, The Rigging
Shoppe, and UK Sailmakers Toronto.
QCYC provided race committee support to the ABYC and
PCYC LORC Open Regatta with the M.V. Freddy M., the
Highfield 19' RIB, and the race committee team of
Brian Taylor, Ean Kingston, Heather Jackson, Jamie
Miles, Nicholas Cianciotta, Phil Chatterton, Rita Strah,
Ron Stitt, and Russell Sergiades. The Club had to
decline three other requests for support because of
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internal conflicts.
Congratulations to Mary Ann Tevlin, on Bandoleer, who
was overall winner of the Women Skippers Race. This
event couldn’t have happened without the effort of the
WSR Committee of Chair Halszka Weiss and Ashley
Kirwan, Beverly Harney, Brenda Blake, Dianne Taylor,
Gail Smith, Genia Vanderkruk, Jacqueline Sperle, Linda
Hodgkinson, Lynda Chubak, and Sarah Gough, along
with the race committee team of Elspeth Fanjoy, James
Miles, Lynn Mortimore, and Merle Kisby. Please thank
and support the sponsors of the WSR: Greenbelt Microgreens, Steam Whistle, The Rigging Shoppe, UK Sailmakers Toronto, and Wise Device Inc.
None of the racing activities could have happened
without the work of the Measurement Committee; the
PHRF-LO handicappers Chair Dave Robinson, and
Brandon Zagorski; and the Protest Committee chaired
by Amanda Karahanas.
The Club held its premier racing event, the QCYC LORC
Open Regatta, on Saturday, September 9th, with the
assistance of ABYC, EYC and PCYC. This successful event
wouldn’t have happened without the hard work of the
Chair, Dan Smith, and Bruce Smith, Jess Mace, and
Robin Spurr. In addition to race committee from the
aforementioned clubs, thanks needs to go out to the
on-water team of Ean Kingston, Heather Jackson, Brad
Hearn, Russell Sergiades, Rita Strah, James Miles, and
Nicholas Cianciotta. The Protest Committee, under Chair
John Farquharson of NYC, with Amanda Karahanas and
Pat Whetung, had to deal with one protest involving an
collision. Congratulations to the winner of the Travel
Voucher, Robert Eckersley. Please thank and support the
sponsors of the QCYC LORC Open: Beau’s Brewery (for
the beer tasting), Carlson Wagonlit Travel, Fogh Marine,
Genco, Nautical Mind, RTM, The Rigging Shoppe, UK
Sailmakers Toronto, and Veenhuizen Construction Ltd.
Speaking of the QCYC LORC Open, the chant of the
long-suffering Leafs fans of “Wait until next year” is
being sung by ABYC and QCYC, as the Commodore’s
challenge ended in a tie.
Your comments or suggestions are appreciated, please
send to rearcommodore@qcyc.ca.

Communications
Mark MacRae communications@qcyc.ca

This year was an exciting one for
communications. In the spring, we
launched a brand new iteration of
our website qcyc.ca. This involved
hundreds of hours of volunteer
time, but it was worth it. The site continues to be a
work in progress, as we endeavour to keep making it a
more useful communications tool for our members and
for the public.
It felt like a record-breaking year in terms of the
number of different contributors to the communications photo library. This may have had something to do
with the highly photographic nature of the Club this
year: there were so many interesting things that we all
wanted to immortalize digitally. Thank you to everyone
who sent in photography and congratulations to our
award-winning photographers (to be announced at the
Awards Banquet Sept. 30th).

Speaking of contributions, I would like to encourage
even more members to consider writing articles for the
Clipper. The Club magazine is written by the membership, for the membership. Without your contributions
there is nothing for the Clipper team to assemble.
Are you going on a cruise this winter? Taking your boat
down the ICW? Take a few good photographs and share
your experience. I would especially appreciate receiving
articles which we can use at any time during the
season so that we can spread things out and keep the
length of the magazine relatively stable. Don’t be shy,
and don’t worry if you don’t think you are a great
writer. Our copyeditor is an absolute whiz with words
and will make you sound completely literate.
Keep warm over the winter.

Amelia Larsson Florack who
spends her summer onboard
Alice. She completed CANSAIL
2 and was awarded “Best
Beginner Sailor” award as
well as “Most Improved Sailor
2017”. Her instructor was Arry
Hart.
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A Flood Ain’t Gonna
Stop The QCYC !

What the Cruising Sailor
Should Know About

Buying Sails
By Don Ferguson1

When was the last time you bought a new sail? If you
are like most cruising sailors, the answer is probably
never. You may be more comfortable with buying a new
car or even a house. Apart from keen racers, most
sailors pay little attention to their sails. “We're in no
hurry--we're cruising. So the sails we have will do for
now.” Until that day when a big rip happens that can't
be fixed with sail tape. Chances are your local sailmaker
will declare it's beyond repair (there are good reasons
why this is so) and you're left with no choice but to
buy a new one.

What are the Choices?
For the sake of this article, let's assume you are not a
racer (although racers too can pick up some ideas to
consider). Unless you've got money to burn, the owner
of every boat in Queen City's lagoon should think of
only one type of sailcloth when purchasing a new
1

Don Ferguson is a member of QCYC and a representative of Lee Sails, Toronto
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mainsail or genoa: Dacron. Dacron is man-made polyester fibre and is used to make the vast majority of
sails worldwide. It is affordable, strong, durable,
reasonably UV-resistant, and will give the average
cruiser many years of use. Major manufacturers include
Challenge, Bainbridge, Contender, and Dimension
Polyant. These companies all make top-quality material
but cheaper fabrics are beginning to appear as the
price for new sails continues to rise.
Dacron fibre is woven into rolls of cloth usually 36” or
54” wide. Normally the cross threads (weft or fill)
provide the bulk and strength while the longitudinal
threads (warp) make up the backbone of the cloth. In
all cases, the cloth is coated with resin and is heat
treated to make the final product. As the strength is in
the short dimension, sails made with this cloth are
fabricated in a cross-cut design using broad-seaming
which marries a curved edge on one panel to the
straight edge on the next panel to achieve the desired

bowed shape of the final sail. Of course, modern
computer programs are used to design and shape the
sail and there is a dizzying array of cloth weights,
weaves, and finishes for the sailmaker to select to
produce a sail for a particular boat and for the type of
sailing anticipated by the customer. But in spite of all
the latest technologies, production still involves sailmakers down on their knees, piecing together the
panels and then sewing the final assembly.
Beyond the basic cross-cut design, which by the way is
the most economical and will suit most average sailors,
warp-oriented cloth and laminated woven polyester can
be used to fabricate tri-radial sails. This design creates
a more sophisticated sail shape by orienting slim triangular panels called gores that follow the general path
of loads generated by the wind reacting on the sail.
Warp-oriented cloth is just as the name implies: the
manufacturers have developed looms that will weave
cloth in which the strength is in the long or warp
direction and the fill simply holds everything together.
However, tri-radial sails are more expensive than crosscut sails as the process is pricier and the fabrication of
the sail is more labour-intensive.
Boats 35' and over will see the benefits, as will those
who are looking for an affordable alternative to the
high-tech racing sails. Owners of larger boats (40' +)
planning to venture offshore for extended cruising
should really consider this option. While all Dacron
cloths have the desirable characteristics mentioned
earlier, warp-oriented and polyester laminates rate the
highest in these categories.

offshore. One producer, The China Sail Factory, manufactures sails of all types for many of the major brands
and dozens of smaller labels.
Though some might equate sails made “offshore” with
poorer quality, this is simply not true. The factories in
China are probably in the same industrial park as the
factory which made your new iPhone or HP laptop.
Technology is highly transportable and like most industries, sailcloth manufacturers and sailmakers are setting
up shop where labour costs are lower to try and stay

competitive. The old saying still holds true, “You get
what you pay for.”

Where are Sails Made?

How Do I Go About Buying a
New Sail?

While some lofts in Canada, primarily the smaller independents, still make Dacron sails in-house, all major
companies use production facilities in Europe, South
Africa or SE Asia--particularly China--to make the bulk
of their higher-volume sails, both cruising and racing.
All sails sold by the so-called “internet-based” companies that have sprung up in recent years are made

The first thing you need to determine is on what basis
you are going to assess any quotes you'll receive. Is
price the most important criterion? What about
performance, longevity, delivery time, warranty, or
personal service? If you decide to buy online, you will
probably get a good price. Performance and delivery
may be acceptable. But how does the warranty work? Of

OCTOBER 2017 QCYC CLIPPER PAGE 11

course there will be no personal service. Only a company
with a local presence, either a loft or an expert representative, can offer you advice, show you the product,
and provide hands-on service. Most companies have
measurement forms that you can download and fill out
yourself but real customer service means someone
coming to your boat, taking critical dimensions, noting
little details, and discussing your needs and expectations.
It makes a difference if whoever makes your sail gets to
know you, your boat, your budget, and also what type
of sailing you to plan to do–and thus what features you
should have in your sail. If, for instance, all your sailing
is local (one-day outings in nice weather), then maybe
a sail with minimal features, i.e. one reef only and a
moderately-priced cloth, is perfectly adequate. Full
battens are a nice feature on a blue-water cruiser but a
sail with just the top two battens full-length gives
excellent performance, works just as well with lazyjacks, and costs much less. If on the other hand you
like to head off for a week or so around the lake, then
added features that can help you cope with unexpected
weather are well worth considering. And if your plans
include a trip south to the islands, then you will definitely want to specify a sail with the quality and
features that will get you there and back safe and
sound.
Purchasing a new sail in the late summer or early fall is
absolutely the best time. Taking advantage of delivery
in the spring may result in the best possible price.
Beware of thinking you’ll find a special deal at the Boat
Show as many of the suppliers introduce price increases
in the late fall. But most importantly, if you wait until
after haulout, then that crucial visit to the boat, even if
it does take place in the Yard, may not reveal all the
little details or permit proper measurements to be
taken.
As for prices, the range can be as much as 40%. Most
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companies price their sails in US dollars; the fluctuation
can have an impact. Sails are priced on a square-foot
basis with the cost increasing with the cloth weight.
Excluding HST but inclusive of shipping and duties, a
mainsail can start at $1200 for a Tanzer 22, about
$1700 for a C+C 27, and $2400 for an O’Day 35. Genoas
generally are a little more expensive since on a masthead rig they are larger in area than the main. Features
such as extra reefs, full battens, and UV protection on
furling genoas, will all add to the cost. Tri-radial sails
are about 80% more than cross-cut, polyester laminates
about double, while the high-tech variety will set you
back as much as three times or more.
I hope this information is helpful when you finally have
to bite the bullet and purchase a new sail.

Club Calendar
September
30 - Last Chance Cup & Awards Banquet

October
1 - AHMEN Race #6
7 - Pre-Haulout Work Party
14/15 - Haulout Weekend #1
21/22 - Haulout Weekend #2
& Potluck
28/29 - Haulout Weekend #3
(if necessary)

December
2 - Holiday Party
12 - Annual General Meeting

The QCYC board has ﬁnally admitted
there never has been and there never
will be wind on Wednesday nights.
Serious suggestions for a night with
more wind are being taken at
intotheether@qcyc.ca

Senior members demonstrating
a possible solution to deal with
members that recurringly don’t
tie off their halyards. Although
general membership was ﬁrst
horriﬁed by the idea, several
admitted they’re “warming” to
the idea.

As usual, the QCYC’s Summer MBA Youth
Program was smashing success. During the
popular Accounting and Business Analysis
course, little Susie was quoted as saying
“We’re all about value add, incentivizing and
working on core competancies, to be a good
sailor you need to be data driven and focus on
the ROI.”
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Naloxone
(Narcan)
By Peter Ashby

Credit Doug Miller for the idea. We have an AED for cardiac arrest.
We have EpiPens (donated by Doug Miller) for allergy. Shouldn’t we
have Naloxone for an unexpected opioid overdose?
Now we do.

Signs of opiate overdose
• Unresponsive
• Slow breathing (5 seconds between breaths)
• Pinpoint pupils

What to do
• Call 911 first! The Toronto Island paramedics carry Naloxone and
have more experience than any of us
• Start chest compressions
• Open the Naloxone kit
• Break the top off an ampoule (1 ml, 0.4mg)
• Suck the contents into a syringe
• Inject into the upper arm or thigh muscles
• Continue chest compressions
• Naloxone takes 5 minutes to work but only lasts 30 minutes

Don’t be a hero
• Call 911: get the experts
• Other conditions can mimic opioid overdose (diabetic hypoglycemia, stroke, other drug overdoses)
• There are other causes of pinpoint pupils (such as eye drops for
glaucoma)
• Naloxone can bring on withdrawal symptoms (sweating, agitation,
combative behaviour)
• Naloxone wears off in 30 minutes; opiate coma may return
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Wednesday Night Race Results
Skippers’ Plan
Series

Rigging Shoppe
Series

UK Sailmakers Toronto
Series

May 17 - June 21

June 28 - August 2

August 11 - September 21

PHRF 1

1. Blue Streak
2. Circe III
3. Amelia

1. Blue Streak
2. Abracadabra
3. Circe III

1. Abracadabra
2. Blue Streak
3. Alpha Omega

PHRF 2

1. Gone With Wind 2
2. Bandoleer
3. Kubuli

1. Gone With Wind 2
2. Bandoleer
3. Kubuli

1. Gone With Wind 2
2. Bandoleer
3. Kubuli

PHRF 3

1. Panache
2. Dragonfly
3. Morningstar XI

1. Troubadour
2. Panache
3. Moxie

1. Panache
2. TBD
3. Dragonfly

PHRF 4

1. Voulez-Vous
2. Warington
3. Fine Wine

1. Zig Zag
2. Voulez-Vous
3. Warington

1. Warington
2. Fine Wine
3. Voulez-Vous

SHARK

1. Borne Home
2. Otazel
3. Mazzarati

1. Mazzarati
2. Still Messing About
3. Borne Home

1. Borne Home
2. On The Rocks
3. Otazel

STAR

1. B09 Hupfield
2. B30

1. B09 Hupfield
2. B30
3. B25 Karahanas

1. B25 Karahanas
2. B09 Hupfield
3. B17

RS 400

1. Miolla/Carson
2. McKee
3. McGarth/Fillion

1. McKee
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