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This is the first issue 
of the Clipper for 
2015. I am really ap-
preciative and would 
like to thank Chris-
topher Sumpton for 
the great layout and 
design for this issue. 

We have plans and 
updates from our Of-
ficers and Directors.
We have a Board member profile on our Entertain-
ment Chair, Philly Chatterton and a member pro-
file on Garry Baker and Roz Ross written by their 
daughter Katherine Baker-Ross. Our Rear Com-
modore, Graham Dougall, reports on Sailpast and 
the detail that all participant must know. He has 
written another informative safety piece on boat 
stability. Peter Ashby who is Chairing the New Ves-
sel Committee has a report to bring you up to date. 
Valerie Wint is going to conduct yoga on the front 
lawn again this year and she has written an infor-
mative piece about the benefits of yoga and details 
of sessions. Unfortunately we have two memorials: 
one for John Moorehouse by John Carroll and Ken 
Rodmell; and, for Jeremy Ruskin written by our 
Commodore Ron Mazza. On page 27 we provide 
detailed information on bar and restaurant hours, 
tender schedules and events. Enjoy and please 
give me your feedback for improving the Clipper.  

We have several ways to communicate with our 
members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark MacRae 
continues to improve our website. If you haven’t 
all ready registered on the website please do so. 
There is lots of content in the members’ only area 
that you need to be able to access. I have included 
in this issue some web tips for using our site. The 
Quick Clipper allows the Board to communicate 
timely information to you. If you are not subscribed 
you need to register in the members-only section 
of the website. I would like to thank the Modera-
tors Jim Neundorf and Victor Granic who continue 
to do an outstanding job on the Quick Clipper. 

Queen City Yacht Club

Editor’s Note
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca

Continued on page 4 
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Commodore
Ron Mazza, commodore@qcyc.ca

Welcome to the 2015 
sailing season. May 
it be a good one. 

We are again blessed 
with a good Board 
with most board mem-
bers returning from 
last year and previous 
years. Welcome back 
from previous years to 
Jacqui Cook as our new Vice Commodore and 
Chris Borgal as Fleet Captain. And an especially 
warm welcome to first time Board members Rob-
ert Eckersley as Learn to Sail Chair and Joanna 
Kidd as Secretary. The only other change is Ge-
nia Vanderkruk has switched from Secretary 
to House. We have already had many produc-
tive meetings and they are indeed a good group. 

We also have excellent continuity on the staff side 
with Laura Vanek returning as Club Manager 
and Ed Munsen returning to run the restaurant 
and bar. Felipe has also returned as our long 
standing and loyal jack of all trades and most 
of the boat drivers are back. And welcome to 
Nicholas Cianciotta as our Dock Master for 2015.

It looks like it’s going to be another busy and excit-
ing year at Queen City. The focus for the last two 
years has been very much on the new locker build-
ing and LTS building. They are now virtually com-
plete and operational. There are just a few minor 
items needed to get final City sign off. That very 
large project was completed within budget and the 
Club was able to absorb that large cost without cri-
sis. We are still in a very good financial position. 
Now we can focus on other needs. And as always, 
there is a substantial list from which to choose. 

Our stalwart race committee/work boat, the Har-
old Robbins, launched in 1974 is nearing the end 
of its serviceable life. It is still operational but 
becoming increasingly unreliable. It was out of 
commission for many weeks several years ago 
undergoing major repairs and there is growing 
concern that it could fail again at any time. The 
cost to get it operational again may not be war-
ranted on such an old steel hull. To avoid being 
left high and dry in such a circumstance we have 

started a search program for a replacement. Peter 
Ashby is chairing a committee combing the used 
boat market looking for suitable alternatives. Stay 
tuned for further developments on this front.

We have also taken advantage of the avail-
ability of inflatable crash boats being sold 
after the Pan Am Games at substantially re-
duced prices and committed to one as both a 
LTS coach boat and a new mark boat for club 
races. This, of course, won’t be available un-
til after the Games in late July or early August.

When we committed to build the new locker build-
ing three years ago, we also made a commitment to 
repair and refurbish the existing locker buildings, 
which are in great need of attention. A committee 
is being organized under Mike Kelly, our Grounds 
Chair, to survey these buildings and develop a strat-
egy for their repair over a multiyear time frame. 

Trevor Spurr as Planning Chair has commenced a 
strategic planning process to get a better feel in the 
21st century of who we are and where we’re going. 

And speaking of the Pam Am Games, we 
need to track carefully the evolving require-
ments of the sailing events and their impact 
on Queen City both for access on the city 
side and our use of the Bay. Graham Dougall, 
our Rear Commodore, is point man on this.

There is also the issue of the expansion of the 
Island Airport with Porter Airlines request to 
add jets, extend the runways, and expand traf-
fic. This could have a substantially negative im-
pact on the enjoyment of Toronto Harbour by 
our members and all other boaters. There is an 
Environmental Assessment presently underway 
being conducted by the recently rebranded Ports 
Toronto (formerly the Toronto Port Authority). 
I am participating in that as a member of the 
Stockholders Advisory Committee represent-
ing the Council of Commodores. They are pres-
ently establishing the scope of the study. The 
study is anticipated to be completed by year end.

So, it looks to be another busy year at Queen 
City as we move forward to continually re-
new ourselves towards our 150th anniversary. 

Vice Commodore 

Jacqui Cook, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca

It feels great to be back 
at the Club doesn’t it?  
It seems like it was a 
long, long time ago 
that we hauled the 
boats out. Now they 
are back where they 
belong and we are 
back where we belong.

And our spring tra-
ditions have begun as well.  There were those 
first few cold weekends in late March and early 
April when only a few hardy souls ventured over 
to make lists of their spring boat chores and to 
see how thick the ice really was. Will (our Yard 
Chair) you made a really good decision when 
you suggested postponing launch. Then finally, 
after Easter and Passover, spring sprung forth 
and two weekends before launch the yard was 
a hum of activity; both on the boats and around 
the ‘ice block beer table’ for post-work socializing.  

One of our spring traditions is the SPRING 
WORK PARTY on SATURDAY MAY 9th.  I know 
we don’t have much time after launch to get our 
masts up, however, we also have to get our club 
ready for the season. I am hoping we will have an 
excellent turn out Saturday morning. We will be 
focusing on the most important Club Maintenance 
tasks. We have a prioritized list. If there are a large 
number of hands, we can get our work done quick-
ly and return to prepping our boats for Sailpast.

I don’t want to steal the thunder from anyone of 
the other Board Members plans, so I will just say 
that they are enthusiastic about them. We will be 
looking for your help to make them are reality.  

I think the word Party is just as important as Work 
in the phrase work party. It is fun to work together 
and to create something together. For new mem-
bers, work parties are a fabulous way to make 
friends out of strangers. And for more ‘seasoned 
members’, well there is often a beer in it for you.

One thing I can report on is the replacement of 
the Club computer. Just as spring sprung, the 
computer crashed. A lot. And so, a new one 

Board Updates

continued on page 4
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Rear Commodore 

Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

This being the first is-
sue of the Clipper for 
the 2015 season, there 
are number of key 
Sailing Committee ac-
tivities that everyone 
should be aware of:
• Sail Past
• Cruising Committee 
and its program 
• Racing Program
• Impact of Pan Am Games

Sail Past
As described elsewhere in this Clipper, 
Sail Past is on Saturday, May 16th and I 
hope to see all members out for that event. 

Cruising Committee and its program 
The Cruising Committee, and its Chair Pat Whe-
tung, has organized the two Club cruises for 2015 
and talking to clubs about 2016. The cruises are:
- July 4/July 5 to OYS - Cruise Coordinator: Keith 
Aldridge
- Aug. 1/Aug. 3 to FBYC - Cruise Coordinator: 
Halszka Weiss
Further details will be available in the Quick-
Clipper and on the web, including signup 
mechanism. I know that the coordina-

was quickly procured and the backed up data 
restored. It was important to act quickly be-
cause the book-keeping needs that computer.

I look forward to an excellent season; Sailpast, the 
Club cruises, Wednesday night racing, Friday night 
dinners in the restaurant, Saturday afternoons in 
the cockpit. We just have to finish the work first! 
I will see you in the yard at 8:30 AM on May 9th.  

Editor’s Note cont. from page 2

Check out the pictures from Haulout, Commo-
dore’s Ball, Ground Hog Day, St. Patrick’s Day 
and preparing for Launch. Thank you to the mem-
bers who provided the great pictures. To find our 
Facebook page or YouTube Channel, or the current 
weather at the end of the Rapids Queen, just click 
on the icons at the top of every page on our web-
site. We also have three twitter accounts: QCYC-
TOG – Communications, QCYCTOR – Racing 
and QCYCsailing – Learn to Sail that I would en-
courage you to join depending on your interests. 
I would like to thank Keith Nunn who has been 
tweeting away on the Communications twitter ac-
count. Links and a twitter feed are also displayed 
on the right hand side of home page of www.qcyc.ca

I am always looking for contributions. Writing a 
piece for the Clipper or acting as a layout artist is a 
great way to earn hours and if you need ideas, I have 
lots. Just contact me at communications@qcyc.ca.

Vice Commodore cont. from page 3

 

tors would appreciate any help you can give 
in planning and coordinating the cruises.

Racing Program
With another cold and long winter, the exact 
dates of the racing program are in a state of 
flux; watch for the details in the QuickClipper!

There are number of PHRF-LO changes that 
will be explained at the Participants’ Meeting. 
(Date to be announced) In the meantime, please 
contact our PHRF-LO Chief Handicapper, Dave 
Robinson if you have measurement needs.

Again RCYC is running the Toronto Bay Ideal 18 
Invitational Regatta on July 25th. The Club will 
cover the registration fee. The team of Ron Mazza 
and Peter Jones came fifth in 2014. If you think 
you’re a crew that can do better than our retired 
gentlemen, who hadn’t sailed dinghies, in years, de-
cades, maybe, please contact the Rear Commodore.

Impact of Pan Am Games
Pan Am Games Notice Of Race, for those 
interested:
http://panamsailing.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/01/141230-2015-Pan-Am-Games-
NOR-30-DECEMBER-2014.pdf 

Alpha Course should all fit in the triangle bound-
ed by Ward’s Island Ferry Run, Centre Island Run 
and RCYC Tender Run with a minor change of 
course by these vessels. The Medal course wouldn’t 
be an issue as they are using the Stadium style 
course, which is designed to constrain the size of 
the course. RCYC is arranging spectator boats for 
officials, families, etc., and their pickup point is 
the York Street slip. To summarize the impacts:
Alpha Race Course - Expect im-
pact on LTS and tender operations
Medal Race Course - No impact
York Street Slip - Could be impacted if they 
need to use our Harbour Front dock. May be 
difficult to reach the slip during business hours
Other important info on Pan Am Games: HOV 
lanes on Lakeshore - Between Athletes Vil-
lage and Jarvis and between Spadina ramps 
and Rogers Centre. Worse congested traf-
fic during the Opening Ceremonies, Friday, 
July 10, 2015; Athletes Village to Rogers cen-
tre. Worse traffic time of day 1600 to 1800.

See the following web sites for more information:
- www.ontario.ca/games2015 
- www.TORONTO2015.org 

Board Updates
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be canvassing the membership for a name for the 
critter (beer being again the bribe for the winner).

The AQ II is having her bottom painted mid-
April as I write and is due to go in on the 18th.  
She will be taken immediately to the Club and 
fitted out prior to Transport Canada inspec-
tion on the 21st of April. Fingers crossed she 
passes, she will be immediately pressed into 
service with the objective of having her opera-
tional for launch or the day before. By the time 
you read this, you will all be empowered to pil-
lory or praise the fleet crews and volunteers.

And, as I stated in the Quick Clipper, I wish to 
thank everyone for your patience; it has been an 
extremely challenging winter and spring with 
many factors, ice, late floating dock at the city, late 
launch from storage, condition of the boats, cold 
weather, etc. delaying our operations. I am hoping 
that, having paid our dues early in the season, ev-
erything will run smoothly throughout the summer.

Please also bear in mind that, once on board, each 
boat skipper is operating under Transport Canada 
rules, which means under Maritime Law. That 
means, whatever the skipper determines is the safe 
operational status for the vessel is the skipper’s 
alone. If you have a complaint about a run or oper-
ations, send a message to me at fleet@qcyc.ca, and 
I will deal with it in the most appropriate manner.  

Have a safe and happy time at the Club this summer!

Treasurer 

John Heath, treasurer@qcyc.ca

The good news is the 
ice is gone and there 
is enough warmth 
to plan on getting 
wax on the hull. The 
other good news is 
the spring bill has 
been out since mid-
February and most 
have cleared their 
bills at the time of 
this writing. We have many start-up costs early in 
the season, so those who pay well before first day 
of launch which is the deadline are appreciated!

- www.panamsailing.org 
Again, updated information will be in the Quick-
Clipper.

Last Note
The QCYC Sailing Program can always use volun-
teers, on the Race Committee, Protest Committee, 
Cruising Committee and organizational support.

Fleet
Chris Borgal, fleet@qcyc.ca

After the winter that 
never ends, we are 
finally in operation. 
By the time this Up-
date gets published, 
we will be operating 
the pontoon boat 
on regular runs and 
should be enjoying 
regular runs by the 
AQ II.  They say that 
getting there is half the fun, and that is certainly 
the case with sailing, but getting there with the 
fleet this year has not been fun at all given the 
logistical issues we have had on several fronts.

The weather, to state the obvious, was a key item. 
Over the winter, the shrink-wrap tarps on all 
three boats failed in various forms. The one on 
the pontoon boat filled with a massive amount of 
ice, and those on the Robbins and AQ II failed 
completely in high winds and exposed the boats 
for the latter part of the bad weather. We will be 
looking into ways to secure the boats better for 
next season, including changes to the frames and 
possible acquisition of custom-made tarps, for at 
least the pontoon boat and AQ II, to shorten the 
time needed to protect them from the weather, 
to improve the framing arrangements to allow 
them to shed snow, and to eliminate the an-
nual costs of one-time wrapping. A one-time 
cost should pay back quite quickly and I will 
be running the numbers in the next few weeks.

While we inspected the AQ II over the winter on 
a regular basis, in the month before launch she 
was broken into, even though the yard she was 
in was presumably secured with a fence and gate-
house. We are looking into storing her at the Club 

over the winter, possibly hauled on a special cart 
(we are looking at the capacity of the engine as 
we don’t want to pull it off the setting bolts); pos-
sibly hauled on a set of rollers (maybe at the crash 
dock); possibly in the water on bubblers (which 
would require daily inspection by our Island 
members, when the weather is severe, to ensure 
there is clear water around the boat).  Although 
we would have to haul her in the spring to ser-
vice and paint the bottom, possibly at RCYC, it 
looks like any of these arrangements will ulti-
mately both save us funds and be more secure 
against theft and vandalism.  More on this later.

As the Robbins has reached almost 50 years of 
age, we have had her surveyed to determine her 
state.  I do not, as of this deadline, have the report 
in hand, but indications are that with some mod-
est repairs she will qualify as a workboat but that 
we should take her out of service as a passenger 
vessel. Under Transport Canada regulations, this 
means we can continue to use her for a Commit-
tee Boat (which is deemed to be on the business 
of the Club) and freight runs. This has been ex-
pected and a replacement committee, chaired by 
Peter Ashby, has been hard at work looking at op-
tions that will be presented to the membership at 
the Spring Meeting. In the meantime, we will be 
paying attention to the Robbins to ensure that she 
is not over-used and that she is safe for the in-
tended function. Once the survey is in, I will have 
a better idea of the scope of repairs and extent of 
use. She will remain in her cradle until these are 
completed and, to those members who like beer, 
a 24 will be acquired by Fleet to lubricate her 
launch which may be after the launch weekend 
(did I hear a muted “yay” in the background??).

We are now in the process of re-seating the pon-
toon boat. I picked up four seat panels in mid-
April and for a few hundred bucks a nice job was 
made of them with more robust fabric. There are 
slight, but not particularly noticeable, difference in 
the details and colour. We cannot re-do the worn 
portions of the seats all at once as the seats hold 
up the side rails. So this will be a sequential effort. 
That being said, as of mid-April, the dock has been 
installed on the city side and by April 18th will 
be starting regularly scheduled runs. Two years 
ago, we were able to start on the 5th of April but 
this year, only by April 10th did the last chunk 
ice break up in the lagoon and allowed us on the 
April 11th to launch the boat.  I will, as an aside, 

continued on page 6
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In reviewing the ongoing income and expenses, 
they are well in line with the budget approved 
before year end September 30, 2014. The new 
board reviews the budget in January and re-
views the capital projects that we can reason-
ably undertake. I am happy to report we have 
several items that we can now plan to move 
forward on. I am sure some of the directors 
will provide further detail on the projects but 
amongst the improvements that are being made: 
• House has replaced the furnace and will be 
considering some other projects.
•  Mooring has funds for a new ramp for the AQII 
dock.
• Funds have been set aside for improvement 
to the ramp used by dry-sail and the LTS boats.
• Grounds will be working on a schedule of fur-
ther locker block improvement each year as 
promised at the start of the two new buildings.
• LTS will continue our plan to replace one 
sailing dinghy each year rather than be 
faced with a wholesale fleet replacement.
• In an effort to improve safety for our Learn 
to Sail School we have arranged to purchase of 
a larger inflatable from the Pan Am fleet at a 
substantial saving. The boat will also be avail-
able as a mark boat which will be able to act as 
safety boat for our very active racing program.

A good part of this ability to fund capital proj-
ects is a result of having come well within bud-
get of our largest project ever, the construction 
of two new and very functional buildings on the 
west side of our front lawn. At this point there 
is a very short list of lockers available. The new 
block has only one unit available and that will 
be gone in the next few weeks. There are two 
part lockers and one full locker in an existing 
block and applications are coming in for those 
as well (do not wait if you think you might want 
to apply, when they are gone they are gone).

With the lockers virtually full, our loan on the 
two new buildings will be down from $240,000 
to $168,000 by the time this Clipper is out. We 
had been very aggressive with the amortization 
on this loan while maintaining good cash flow. 
Budgets are well in line and the bank is happy 
with our ratios; time to get the Club in shape for 
spring/ summer season and time to go sailing.

Secretary
Joanna Kidd, secretary@qcyc.ca 

At the time of writing 
I have hung up my 
skates, put away my 
skis, and am looking 
forward to putting 
my boat in the water. 
That is, as soon as 
I remember where 
I put all the bits…

As Secretary, my 
main function is to arrange and prepare minutes of 
Board and Member meetings. Once minutes are ap-
proved, I post them along with supporting reports 
from Officers and Directors on the QCYC website. 
To find them, log in as a member and pull down 
the drop down menu under Members. You will 
find the Minutes under “Notification”.  As required 
in our bylaws, I also send out announcements for 
Members meetings, which are e-mailed to Senior 
and Senior Associate members. (Please let the Of-
fice know if there are any changes to your con-
tact information, including your e-mail address). 

A second major function is to deal with reciprocal 
invitations. This includes sending out reciprocal 
letters and cards to yacht clubs on Lake Ontario 
and beyond, receiving the incoming letters and 
cards, and updating information on reciprocal 
policies from other clubs. This information is col-
lected in the “Reciprocal Binder” that resides in 
the foyer. While planning your cruising this sum-
mer, please check it for the latest information, as 
policies do change over time.  If you plan to visit 
a club that has not received an invitation from 
us, please let me know and I will contact them.

A final function as Secretary is to send out 
notes from the Club to members who experi-
ence a major life event: births, the death of 
close family member, or a major illness.  If you 
are aware of such events, please let me know 
and I will send a card on behalf of our members.

See you on the water!

House
Genia Vanderkruk, house@qcyc.ca

I am pleased to join 
the board as House 
Chair for this season.

We welcome back Ed 
Munson of Queen 
City Catering for 
another season.  I’m 
sure we’re all looking 
forward to enjoying 
Ed’s culinary offerings 
when we stop in for a “Bight @ QCYC”.  Thanks 
to Garry Baker and the Restaurant Committee for 
handling the contract renewal and menu review.  

Please note that with the introduction of new 
Smoke-Free Ontario legislation effective January 
1, 2015, smoking is no longer permitted on any of 
the restaurant patios.   Please extinguish your ciga-
rettes in the receptacles provided on the ground 
level at the bottom of each set of exterior stairs, as 
there are no ashtrays available upstairs. New “No 
Smoking” signs have been posted on the south bal-
cony to remind members and guests of this change. 

At the end of 2014, our liquor license was finally 
issued, just a few months before the renewal date. 
A big thank you goes to Thomas King, the previous 
House Chair, for working through the paperwork 
required by the Alcohol and Gaming Commis-
sion last year. The renewal application has been 
submitted, and I’ll keep my fingers crossed that 
this year’s process will be easier than last year’s. 

We had been hoping to do some maintenance 
under the clubhouse over the winter, while the 
ground was frozen. Due to the heavy ice in To-
ronto Harbour for most of February and March, 
we were not able to get materials to the Island, and 
will have to delay this work until the coming win-
ter. I’ve made a note to order materials in the fall 
so that we’re ready to go once the ground is solid.  

The plumber has been in for spring startup, 
and at the time of writing, the water is on in 
the club house and grounds, and all show-
ers and bathrooms are operational. Some work 
had been required to repair pipes damaged by 
the cold weather, but all is now ship shape.

Work Party Weekend is fast approaching. Please 

Board Updates
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come out to get a start on your work hours, and get 
the house and grounds ready for the sailing sea-
son. There are jobs available for every skill level. 
Jobs will also be posted on the QCYC web page.

I am currently conducting a review of mainte-
nance projects identified by recent House Chairs 
and our club manager, and will make recommen-
dations about which can be addressed through 
this year’s operating budget.  If you notice any 
issues in the clubhouse which need to be ad-
dressed, please contact me at house@qcyc.ca.

Entertainment 
Philip Chatterton “Philly”,  
entertainment@qcyc.ca

While polishing my 
boat on the first warm 
sunny day this year, I 
was receiving calls for 
bookings at the Club. 
This can only mean 
one thing: it’s time for 
the 2015 QCYC En-
tertainment Schedule 
to kick into full gear! 

So far, we have enjoyed the music of the Black Pearls 
who played the Commodores Ball (Feb 7) to a small 
but lively crowd on a cold winters night at Whis-
tler’s Pub. And the faithful had a cheerful green time 
at the St. Patty’s Day festivities at the Watermark.

Now let’s turn our attention to important issues 
like food, as I try to recall my recipe for the Chilli 
Challenge (May 2). Then it’s time to polish and 
shine for Sailpast (May 16) featuring the funk 
dance sounds of “Juice”. Following the Spring Meet-
ing (May 22) we shall once again battle each other 
at games night. Also back by popular demand is 
the Murder Mystery Night (May 30) in which we 
shall try to solve a long held secret at the QCYC. 

Into the summer, we are set for a treat on New Mem-
ber’s Night (June 6) with a special appearance by 
disc jockey “Roxy Boardwalk”. And don’t forget to 
start studying for Team Trivia (June 12). This year 
for Lobsterfest (June 20) we are featuring the amaz-
ing Tim Bovaconti Band with an afternoon concert 
by our very own “Anything Goes” QCYC band.

Still in the works is a new event called Taste of 
the Island (July 11), highlighted by the band 
Practically Hip, which will open up the menu to 
vegetarian and vegan options. For the Women’s 
Skipper Race (Aug 8), we shall dance to the 
outstanding voice of Motown Mamma. We end 
the summer with Pig Roast (Sept 5) and the 
award winning George Oliver Band. We close 
the season with the Awards Banquet (Oct 3) 
and the always popular Dave Murphy Band.

These wonderful events are the product of hard 
work by many volunteers. This year I am going to 
rely on the help of an Entertainment Committee 
and event committees to assist and organize in the 
details we so often take for granted. If you’re look-
ing to complete work hours and have a fun time 
doing it, I encourage you to answer the call to En-
tertainment. Send me an email (entertainment@
qcyc.ca) if you wish to help on the committee, vol-
unteer for an event or otherwise offer a suggestion. 
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Queen City Yacht Club’s 
2015 Entertainment Calendar

Event Date

Commodore’s Ball The Black Pearls Sat Feb 7

Chili Challenge Sat. May 2

Sailpast Juice Sat. May 16

Spring Meeting Games Night Fri. May 22

Murder Mystery Night Sat. May 30

New Members Night Roxy Boardwalk Sat. June 6

Team Trivia Fri. June 12

Lobsterfest Anything Goes /  
Tim Bovaconti Sat. June 20

“Taste Of The Island” Practically Hip Sat. July 11

Women’s Skipper Party Motown Mamma Sat. Aug. 8

Junior Club Banquet Circle 5 Fri. Aug. 21

Corn Roast Karaoke Fri. Sept. 4

Pig Roast George Oliver Sat. Sept. 5

QCYC Regatta Party Sat. Sept. 12

Awards Banquet Dave Murphy Band Sat. Oct. 3

Watch the QCYC.CA - Members/Club Calendar & Quick Clipper for the most up to date info!
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Communications
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

Your Communica-
tions Committee is 
comprised of Richard 
Slee Chair, Pat Whe-
tung, Jim Neundorf, 
Arleigh Crawford, 
Christopher Sump-
ton, Elizabeth Rose 
and Karen Wash. 
The Committee was 
consulted to review 
and develop the strategy for 2015 and will 
meet in the early fall to evaluate outcomes. 
Quick Clipper
The Quick Clipper is being sent to 336 members. 
Note that 65% open their Quick Clipper within 24 to 
48 hours (some could be behind effective firewalls).
The overall direction of the Quick Clipper will be:
1. We started to use Mail Chimp a free service 
when our list server with Go-Daddy was blocked 
in March 2014 by Yahoo (which also hosts Rog-
ers and other accounts). Mail Chimp has proved 
easy to use and being free saves us $125 per year. 
We can’t do attachments but this has not proved 
a problem as we can link to uploads on our web-
site. We will continue to use the service in 2015. 
We are using a sign up form on the members-
only section of our website, and unsubscribe at 
bottom of Quick Clipper. We have also provided 
links to photo galleries at the bottom of the Quick 
Clipper and a link to register on our Website.
2. Jim Neundorf will act as moderator on 
Tuesdays and Victor Granic on Thursdays.
3. This will continue to be an important reporting 
tool for Directors which should not be limited to just 
reminders but should not be full articles. Links can 
be made to more extensive reports on the website.
4. Directors will continue to refrain from issuing 
reminders more frequently than once a week.
5. We will continue to use a Picture of the Day. 
6. Promote videos on the QCYC You Tube Channel.
7. Directors must also give reports on activi-
ties and plans in the Print Clipper as this will 
preserve a record of Club activities which is not 
done with the QuickClipper. The QuickClipper is 
archived by the Office in a Quick Clipper folder. 
This should be backed up so that it is not lost. 
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Victor Granic has volunteered to work on this.
8. We need to remember that some members do 
not have internet access or an email address. 
This needs to be addressed with the Print Clip-
per. The Print Clipper will continue to be mailed 
to Honourary and out of town members who do 
not make it down to the Club on a regular basis.
9. We will place Web Tip arti-
cles monthly in the Quick Clipper.
10. A full reconciliation of registered users and 
the Membership Roster will be made in June.
Print Clipper
We will continue to mail the Print Clip-
per out to those individuals who hold out of 
town memberships (14) and Honourary mem-
bers who are not able to get to the Club (29).

The Clipper will be published in full colour four 
times this year on May 1 (Christopher Sump-
ton, Layout), June 15 (Kris Coward, Layout), 
August 15 (Heather Jackson, Layout) and Oc-
tober 15 (Arleigh Crawford, Layout). We have a 
budget for an average of 32 pages per issue. We 
will continue to use those software programs 
which volunteers are comfortable with i.e. Apple 
QuarkXPress, Apple Pages, Adobe InDesign 
and Microsoft Publisher. We can also use Word 
if someone wants to try it. Templates have been 
developed for InDesign, Publisher, QuarkXPress 
and Pages.  The Chair selected Island Studios for 
printing the Clipper as there was no increase and 
in past years other bidders have been substan-
tially above their bid. We will follow essentially 
the same layout and design as last year’s Clipper.
Website
We continue to use Content Management Soft-
ware Drupal (http://drupal.org/). The Chair 
will continue to monitor and report to Board 

membership registration on website and top 
pages accessed. End of year activity for 2014:
Hits Page
27,583 Board of Directors
27,562 Tender Schedule
19,203 Photo Galleries
13,971 Tender
12,141 Members
11,472 General Discussion
10,050 Visitors Information
9,123 Wednesday Series
8,818 Membership Categories
8,469 Facilities
8,227 Sailing
8,092 Youth Sailing Camp
7,326 Club Calendar
7,014 Restaurant
6,957 Learn to Sail
6,525 Club Racing
6,191 Registration Forms LTS
6,180 Join Us
We have 330 members registered (last year 277 out 
of 314) of those 187 are Senior Members (last year 
177 out of 148 - which includes unit members). 
The following will be implemented this year:
1. We will keep exploring the purchase event 
tickets online in the Membership section. It could 
be possible to use a system offered by the same 
company implemented the Learn to Sail system.
2. Posting of all past Quick Clippers to the members’ 
only section (if resources or technology available).
3. Registrations for activities should 
also be considered for the members’ 
only section (if resources are available).
4. Pictures will be updated. 3,200 pic-
tures were submitted in 2014. (website and 
videos - use QCYC YouTube Channel) 
5. Will continue to add old Clippers and archival 
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materials in the new archives section of the web-
site (under history) which will preserve charts/
maps, documents, drawings/paintings, newspaper 
articles, photos, publications, stories and videos.
6. Will evaluate and implement Drupal Calendar 
in 2015 (did not have the time in 2013 and 14).
7. In the work hours area Arleigh Craw-
ford the Assistant Webmaster has created 
an online work hours system which should 
be implemented in the Spring of 2015.
8. A full reconciliation of registered users and 
the Membership Roster will be made in June.
9. We have started to use Google Analytics for the 
site which are producing the following informa-
tion that is being reported the Board monthly (and 
posted to the Notifications area of the website).  

Other Forms of Communication (Twit-
ter, YouTube and Facebook): We have three 
Twitter accounts QCYCTOG – General, QCYC-
TOR – Racing and Learn to Sail. These are be-
ing actively used and there is a Twitter feed on 
the home page of the website. Keith Nunn will 
continue to tweet for the Communications Twit-
ter account. We need to pursue members who 
create videos and encourage them to post them 
on the QCYC Video YouTube Channel. Te-
resa Miolla will manage our Facebook page. 
Photo Awards: We will continue to nominate 
members for both the QCYC Best Picture and the 
Picture showing best QCYC Spirit Awards this 
year. They are awarded at the Awards Banquet.
Promotional Activities: We will also sup-

port and participate 
in the Grannies for 
Africa fund raising To-
ronto Island House Tour 
if it is held this year.
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Budget: Expenditures 
to September 30th were 
$6,550 on a budget of 
$6,500, a shortfall of 
$50. Revenues from ad-
vertisers in the Clipper 
are $2,780.40 which is 
$280.40 over budget. The 
Board approved the same 
expense budget of $6,500 
and the same revenue 
budget $2,500 for 2014/15.
Status of Chair: The 
current Chair will not 
continue next year. A 
search for a possible re-
placement is underway.

continued on page 10

Membership
Nick Abrahams, membership@qcyc.ca

What do BOOM 
BOOM  BOOM  
times ten equal? 
What happened 
Sunday April 12th, 
what will be hap-
pening Saturday 
June 6th and what is 
NMN? Read on to 
find out the answers.

The first answer is Thirty. Thirty is the number of 
BOOMS from the QCYC cannon courtesy of 
our cannon master, Mr. Paul Horne, you will hear 
on Saturday June 6th. It is a tradition to acknowl-
edge each new boat to the QCYC with a three can-
non salute. In our case, one cannon firing three 
times. First, as the boat enters the lagoon, second 
when it’s in the lagoon and third as it passes our 
saluting flag officers standing on the upper deck 
of the clubhouse. Our four flag officers this year 
are Commodore, Ron Mazza, Vice Commodore, 
Jacqui Cook, Rear Commodore, Graham Dougal 
and Fleet Captain, Chris Borgal. Chris will also 
be bringing in his new boat “Running Free” so 
you won’t want to miss his magic as he has to be 
in two places at once. Good luck Chris! This year 
as of writing this, we have ten new boats coming 
into the Club. A new boat consists of new senior 
members bringing in their boats of which we have 
six, and existing members who have bought a new 
boat, of which we have four. There will be punch on 
the upper deck for all those in attendance. Please 
show your support (especially to our new 
members) and come out on June 6th to wave, 
clap and cheer the boats in. The festivities start 
early afternoon but make sure to follow the an-
nouncements in the Quick Clipper for exact times.

Sunday April 12th was a very special day for me 
as it was the first day in four and a half months 
I did not have to wear a winter jacket. So, I went 
down to the Club to prepare for launch. The sun 
and wax were out, the tarps were flying, and fa-
miliar faces started to emerge. Even some who 
don’t own boats came over to hang out or help 
where needed. It was a great thing to see but then 
something funny happened. Someone decided to 
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members to plan to bring these up to date. The 
committee will look at a long-term plan, as well as 
such short-term maintenance as will be required. 

At this point, I should thank Treasurer, John 
Heath, for resolving the allocation of new lockers 
as they came online. (Lockers are distributed based 
on seniority.) All are happy with their new space!

The dinghy shed is a work in progress. Yard Chair, 
Will Harney, has helped to begin to clear the space 
so that it can be reorganized. Also to be cleared 
are the dining room chairs and other surplus items 
from the old Junior Club building. Additional work 
is planned for the tractor shed and garden tool area.

As in previous years, we will count on mem-
bers’ ongoing cooperation in keeping grounds 
and locker areas safe and presentable. I look 
forward to a great season; on and off the water!

Planning
Trevor Spurr, planning@qcyc.ca 

The Board has autho-
rized the development 
of a strategic plan to 
deal with the issues 
that will determine 
the kind of club we 
may have in future 
years and the Plan-
ning Chair is head-
ing up this effort.

So far a committee 
has been struck and investigations undertaken 
to determine who makes up the membership at 
the moment, how this compares with the past 
and what trends may be developing. Are we 
collectively getting older? Are club work hours 
changing so that we have less skilled labour 
available? Do our members live in different 
parts of the GTA than previously and does this 
affect the Club? Do the reasons people keep a 
boat differ from the past? These are or will be 
some of the questions that we will be looking at.

We also want to learn what other yacht clubs 
have done in developing strategic plans and what 
drove their need to do so. What we do know is 
that the development of any strategic plan must 
involve the membership as the plan will only 
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Grounds 

Michael Kelly, grounds@qcyc.ca

As we look forward 
to a new season of 
sailing, we will also 
want full use and en-
joyment of our club 
grounds. The follow-
ing are some of the 
projects planned for 
this year. I look for-
ward to your input 
and assistance as we 
proceed with the work.

To begin, I look forward to seeing some of you at 
the work party weekend to clear the grounds of 
winter debris. The planting of flowers and gen-
eral gardening are, once again, being completed 

by the volunteers who 
have done such a great 
job in the past. More 
landscaping, including 
the planting of trees, will 
need to be done around 
the new buildings.

We continue to improve 
the organization and 
function of the garbage 
compound. The removal 
of scrap metal that in-
cludes the old AQII 
engine and a cement 
mixer is in progress. It 
is an ongoing and ex-
pensive challenge to 
remove the old batteries 
and oil, etc., from this 
space and we continue to 
look for better solutions.

Last year, the push was 
on to complete the new 
buildings. Minimal 
progress was made in 
the maintenance and 
refurbishing of the old 
locker blocks. This year, 
David Hall and I will 
form a committee of 

                                              Royal Canadian Yacht Club
Second Toronto Bay Ideal 18 

Invitational Regatta
July 25th, 2015.

Thursday night:

Friday afternoon/evening 
Saturday:     
Saturday night: 

As a result of the successful participation in 2014 to this regatta, Commodore Jamie Keating would like again 
to invite two person teams from the Toronto area sailing clubs to participate in a one-day regatta to be sailed 
in Ideal 18s in Toronto Bay. The club has a fleet of 12 Ideal 18s, and we hope that 11 teams from clubs in the 
surrounding area will participate. The RCYC will have one team. It is our aim to encourage small boat racing 
at close quarters with multiple races in the shifty wind conditions that can exist in Toronto Bay. 

Here is the schedule:

Participate in the Thursday evening club race. 2-3 races, short course. Limited 
number of boat - reserve early.
Take a boat for a sail. Participate in the TGIF barbeque.
First gun at 11.30 am.  6+ races. Windward/leeward, twice around.
Jacket & tie dinner, Island Clubhouse.
Guest Speaker: TBA

Skipper and crew teams from Toronto area sailing clubs. Crews should be familiar with handling spinna-
kers. 

Entries: 

$95.00 per person.  Includes Dinner, Island Clubhouse.  Non-sailing guests: Dinner $75.00;  Cash bar.
Entry Fee: 

Tom Johannsen.  tom.johannsen@cogeco.ca: Home: 905-338-0538; Cell: 905-330-10137
RCYC Sailing office: 905-967-7245; sailing@rcyc.ca

To register:
For the moment, please advise Ideal 18 Fleet Captain Tom Johannsen at tom.johannsen@cogeco.ca. Reg-
istration on the RCYC website will be set up later. 

For more information:

Sailing Instructions:
Skippers Meeting at 10.30, Ideal 18 mooring area, front lawn. Warning gun: 11.30. 6 races, windward/
leeward, twice around. See Sailing Instructions for details. 

The Boats:
Ideal 18s, design by Bruce Kirby. 18’ LOA; keelboat; self-tacking jib, main, spinnaker. Roomy cockpit, no 
hiking straps. For more information - www.shumwaymarine.com/ideal18. 

sit down and take a break right in the middle of 
the yard. Can you believe it? Sitting down right 
in the middle of the yard for all to see! This of 
course prompted a snowball effect and before you 
knew it one of those special QCYC gatherings was 
in full form. Ahhh, signs of the summer to come.

NMN or New Members Night occurs in the evening 
after the salute to new boats. This is a POT LUCK 
dinner supplied by existing members to welcome 
in our new members. So all you NEW MEM-
BERS, you don’t have to do or bring anything… 
just show up! Again, I can guarantee this is one of 
the best parties of the summer so please mark your 
calendars for Saturday June 6th. See you there!

In conclusion, once again I am pleased to report 
that membership operations are doing very well. 
Our moorings are full and our numbers of Associ-
ate Members are increasing. Have a great summer! 

Membership continued from page 9
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have value if everyone participates. I look for-
ward to telling you more as the process develops.

This year we will also be continuing to make the 
Club compliant with the laws which govern us. To 
do so we must enact a harassment policy as required 
by the Occupational Health and Safety Act.  By 
the time you read this it is hoped that a draft poli-
cy will have been presented to the Board with the 
expectation that a policy will be enacted this year. 
While we hope that such a policy will never be 
needed, it is important that a procedure be in place 
not only to be compliant with the law but also to 
provide direction to those who become involved 
in such an event including the Club leadership. 

Last year the Board approved a policy, as re-
quired by the Access for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (AODA), which is posted 
on our web site.  This season I hope we can 
implement at least two improvements to the 
Club that will make life easier for those who 
have a disability and make use of our Club. 

Yard
Will Harney, yard@qcyc.ca

As the days get lon-
ger and the warm 
winds of summer fill 
in we can finally en-
joy the fruits of our 
labour and begin our 
racing and cruising 
season. We should 
also take a minute 
to reflect on how 
fortunate we are to 
belong to a thriving club that continues to give 
us economical access to a great harbour and city.

The Yard is a gem. Sparkling like a diamond while 
boats are being readied for Launch, but sometimes 
turning back to a diamond in the rough after 
Launch with abandoned gear, tangled winter cov-

ers and un-loved boats cluttering the impeccably 
organized cradles and trailers. This makes it tough 
for our Cradle Inspection crew to do their impor-
tant work and for our grounds crew to keep the 
grass and weeds trimmed, so please make an effort 
to do your part in keeping the Yard clean and clear.

Take a moment to look over your Cradle your-
self; the more eyes the better to spot issues 
that need to be addressed. Certainly, if you get 
a cradle report from the inspection crew that 
shows your cradle requires maintenance, get it 
done promptly. A boat cannot be hauled on a 
suspect cradle and marina rates for winter stor-
age will be a shocker when compared to our rates.

Speaking of low rates, we still have a few open-
ings for winter and summer storage for keelboats, 
dinghies and Dry Sail boats and there are a few 
gently used Cradles available on the market. If 
you are storing your boat away from the Club now 
and want to keep it at the Club or want to add to 
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continued on page 12
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Learn to Sail Web pages for more information.

The course takes place during the week-
end with a choice of three sessions:
Session 1: June 13, 14 and June 20, 21
Session 2: July 4, 5 and July 11, 12
Session 3: August 1, 2 and August 15, 16

Adult Dinghy Learn to Sail
Learning to sail a dinghy is fun and social! These 
courses are offered on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights and are taught by our talented team of 
instructors. We use our 420s for this course and 
it leads towards CANSail certification. What 
better way to forget the work day than to head 
out to the Island for some beautiful summer eve-
ning sailing? The courses are available in two 
and four week packages. As with the keelboat 
course, for non-members the course includes a 
complementary associate membership for the 
remainder of the year, while Club members get 
a discount. See the QCYC Learn to Sail Web 
pages for course dates and more information!

Youth Learn to Sail
What an exciting summer this is going to be! 
We’ve expanded our fleet with another brand-new 
racing 420 and will have the use of the Club’s 
brand new (lake-worthy!) RIB to support our sail-
ors at major regattas like CORK.  With these ad-
ditions and our fantastic team of instructors, led 
by Isabella Ziarko, QCYC LTS is proudly running 
its most extensive set of youth LTS courses ever!  

Spring “tune up” starts on Saturday, May 30 

and runs every Saturday until the end of June. 
It’s a great way to get rid of those cobwebs 
and be in full form for the summer session.  

I have exciting news about our summer program! 
We have added a two-month race program. We 
will have a professionally coached race team 
representing QCYC around the province for the 
summer! This program will give our youth sail-
ors a reason to stick with QCYC LTS longer, and 
enhance our reputation as a great sailing club.

In addition to the racing team, the rest of our pro-
gram remains intact: CANSail 1-2, CANSail 3, and 
Advanced CANSail 4,5,6.  The value offered by all 
of our programs is truly exceptional. We offer a 
boutique learn to sail experience at a heritage club 
with great facilities, a very high boat to student 
ratio, all at “ Harbourfront camp” prices. Space is 
going very fast, and our second session is already 
waitlisted.  Full details are available on the LTS 
web pages and there is a discount for members.

Please promote our LTS programs!  Our costs 
are largely fixed, so each additional person we 
sign up brings new revenue and potential new 
members to our club and helps us stay true to 
our charter of promoting the sport of sailing. 

On a personal note, I look forward to see-
ing everyone at launch. In May I will be look-
ing for help at doing some improvement work 
on a few of the LTS boats. If that sounds like a 
fun way to slay some work hours, let me know, 
and I will keep you informed of the plans.
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your fleet please send me a note at yard@qcyc.ca.

Much of the labour that makes our club and Yard 
tick and economical is voluntary. Often it is ex-
traordinary and from the hands and hearts of a 
dedicated group of members. There are many open 
opportunities to get involved in running Launch 
and Haulout, help with Cradle Inspection and 
reporting, and plan and execute Yard up-grades. 
If you are interested in spending a lot or a little 
more time volunteering and would like to get 
more involved in Yard operations please contact 
me and I will enrol you in our Yard Operations 
mentorship program. This internationally recog-
nized program is as fun as it is fulfilling and an 
important part of any lifelong learning regimen.

Learn to Sail 
Robert Eckersley, learntosail@qcyc.ca

With the great weather this week you can’t help 
but get the feeling that summer is really com-
ing. It is only natural for people to start plan-
ning how to spend those summer days. What 
about learning to sail or improving your skills? 
The Queen City Learn to Sail (LTS) program 
has a lot to offer both youths and adults with 
a variety of excellent programs this summer.  

It starts with the great new facility that our club 
has built. Add to that our exceptional 
team of enthusiastic and motivated in-
structors, great boats, and our unparal-
leled location, and you have all the ingre-
dients for a great introduction to our sport. 

Adult CYA Basic Keelboat Cruis-
ing
This course is perfect for the friend or 
family member who wants to enhance 
their skills. It is taught by our very own 
Scott Forbes on a very well maintained 
Shark. The course is 24 hours spread 
over four days and leads towards the 
CYA Basic Cruising Standard, an in-
ternationally recognized certification. 
For non-members the course includes a 
complementary Associate Membership 
for the remainder of the year, while Club 
members get a discount. See the QCYC 

Yard continued from page 11
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work with major corporations as 
a tech trainer eventually starting 
his own training company. When 
flying across the country became 
too arduous he began to create 
e-learning projects to replace the 
classroom work which led to his 

current inter-
est in web and 
internet devel-
opment. Above 
all he considers 
himself an en-
trepreneur and 
continues to 
work on mobile 
app develop-
ment and sales 
training ap-
plications for a 
new tech start-
up company he 
helped found.

Philly has used 
his computer 
skills to cre-

ate the Toronto Island Ferry Finder mobile app 
for iPhone; the TIFF app is also available in web 
page format and it tracks the Ongiara and Island 
buses in real time on a google map. He has also 
written the QCYC Tender app for iPhone and the 
database that manages the information. This kind 
of technology for everyday applications has, for 
him, been a rewarding experience given the re-
cent winter conditions in this Island community.

On the creative side, he is also a Foley artist hav-
ing worked on film and television productions and 
remains a proud member of the Motion Picture 
Sound Editors guild in L.A. Checking his IMDB 
(an internet site) reveals it’s been a few years 
since his last film, yet he still tends to a popu-
lar web site on the Art Of Foley which features 
an article on Jack Foley, the creator of the craft.

Given Philly’s tech background it’s no surprise 
then that he joined QCYC for the Wi-Fi. In 
those days he would throw his laptop in a dry 
bag and kayak from Cherry Beach to the Island 
to work under a tree. One day the QCYC Wi-
Fi signal popped up in his list of servers and he 
called to enquire about joining so he could sit 
in the clubhouse and work in relative comfort. 

Fifty three years ago Philly Chatterton was born 
in Georgetown, Guyana near a strip of land 
called the Sea Wall which runs along the ocean. 
He thinks this fact, and his English and Portu-
guese mix, are what makes for an innate love 
of the water and sailing. Although he was only 
a baby when he came to live in Toronto, and 
Canada is all he has ever known, his Caribbean 
roots were instilled in him since childhood which 
perhaps explains his “jump-up” feel for life.

What’s in a name? Philly was born Philip Ro-
drigues but when he married, changed his name 
to Philip Rodrigues Singer. As part of a personal 
rebirth, he once again recently changed his name 
to Philip Chatterton which is his mother’s maiden 
surname. Despite all these changes, everyone still 
just calls him “Philly” and that seems to work best.

Philly says he has been blessed to have had many 
career opportunities. He started his first business, 
a recording studio, when he was in high school. 
He went on to open several retail stores in the 
newfangled home video rental business and as 
personal computers began to proliferate, he began 
a career in desktop publishing. He found great joy 
in teaching computer technology and went on to 

Little did he know that joining the Club in 2010 
would result in perhaps the greatest transition of 
his life. That year he was also diagnosed with a 
heart condition while travelling in France and by 
2011 he was given a stent and a new lease on life. 

The need to heal led him to buy a Mirror Dinghy 
in the spring of 2011. The Mirror Dinghy is an 
English kit boat which boasts distinctive numbered 
red sails so as to match the Mirror newspaper 
which sponsored the contest to design the boat in 
the 60’s. He purchased his boat from Rex Rose Jr., 
the son of the man who built her up in Huntsville 
and gave her the Welsh name “Blaidd Drwg” after 
a Dr. Who reference. Interestingly, several QCYC 
members had Mirror Dinghies and helped Philly 
with spare parts and advice that he says has been 
invaluable. Mirror Dinghy #51173 is currently 
under repair in Philly’s garage and is looking for-
ward to being back home at the club this summer.

In 2010 Philly joined the Race Committee in 
order to learn about racing and he completed 
both Race Officers courses in the process over 
several years. Currently he crews with Joanna 
and Karen on Mazzaratti, but has been known 
to freelance on Borne Home on special occa-
sions. He really enjoys the process of racing. 
He states “It’s exciting controlled chaos when a 
race begins. I don’t think I’ve missed a Wednes-
day night race in my five years at the Club.”

He’s also completed the QCYC Adult Learn to 
Sail program and by the spring of 2012 he was the 
owner of a 1986 Bayfield 25. Philly never joined 
the club with the intention of buying a boat but the 
timing seemed right so he took a leap of faith. Her 
original name was “Calypso” but he changed it to 

Board Member Profile:  

Philly Chatterton 
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continued on page 17
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Haulout

Photos by Don Hinchley and Genia Vanderkruk
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Commodore’s Ball/St. Patrick’s Day

Photos by Annette Larson, Philly Chatterton, Ron Mazza and Richard Slee 
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“Lilikoi” after the Hawaiian name for passion fruit. 
Unfortunately Philly found that “Lilikoi” is really 
hard to say on the VHF when you’re doing a may-
day so he changed the name again. The boat is now 

named FRED (Freakin Really Excellent Device). 
Although small and slow, the Bayfield 25 is a great 
first boat. She’s easy to single hand and maintain. 
She’s comfortable and feels like a little cabin that 
floats. He enjoys living aboard the boat full-time 
throughout the summer and he never tires of wak-
ing up in the lagoon watching the sunrise. Living 
aboard has certain challenges but the benefits of 
the QCYC and the surrounding Islands far out-
weigh the downside. Sometimes he feel he lives in 

a 160 Sq. Ft boat surrounded by 570 acres of park 
which makes him feel like he has a huge yard! 

This past winter Philly rented a house in Birchcliff 

and moved into a “bunkie” here on Algonquin Is-
land. His tiny home (120 sq ft) on Dacotah Ave. 
gave him a chance to experience an Island lifestyle 
and community which he finds amazing. It was a 
challenge this winter given the lack of Ferry service 
but he finds the peace and calm on the Island to be 
preferred over the busy city scape. Whether it be 
on a boat or in a bunkie, the Island feels like home.

In 2014 and this year Philly is serving as En-
tertainment Chair. Initially he thought it was 
an easy gig just booking a few bands. It turned 
out to be one of the biggest challenges he have 
faced in a while. There was so much to learn and 
so many events to manage. Philly looks back at 
this first year as successful and fun but he also 
sees many opportunities for improvement as 
he embraces being the chair again this year.

Garry and Roz have been Senior Members 
and fixtures at QCYC since 1994 but have 
been sailors for many years. Roz tried sail-
ing initially back in her school days.  After 
some friends turtled an albacore and she 
came up under the still sheeted main sail 
she had no further interest in sailing un-
til she met Garry in 1975 when he had a 
Northern ¼ ton. Still not star crew, it took 
years of convincing that keelboats don’t 
topple over, although Garry did test the 
theory a few times. Garry started sailing 
when he left the arid plains of Saskatch-
ewan, Manitoba and Alberta where he 
grew up. He moved to Hamilton, in the 
late 60s, to attend McMaster University. 
He found sailing when he had the fortune 
of renting a basement apartment from a 
guy who happened to have a 26’ wooden 
sailboat at Bronte Harbour. After a number 
beer filled sails and one near sinking Garry 
was sold on sailing but not wooden boats. 
He finally purchased a new Northern ¼ 
ton in 1974. He’s proud to say he has 50 

years of sailing experience most of it gained on 
their current boat The Shadow. He’s also crewed 
on a number of other boats at various clubs and 
has even been asked back but he says “It’s hard 
to be Captain and crank somebody else’s winch.”

The Shadow was purchased new in 1980. Roz 
got tired of hitting her head on the Northern’s 
cabin headliner so she advocated for a larger 
boat and after spotting a new C&C30 sitting in 
the yard of Gillingham’s marina in Niagara-On-
The-Lake the decision was made. Excited to take 
The Shadow out for its first cruising season Garry 
and Roz outfitted themselves in Lamont Crans-
ton and Margo Lane t-shirts (The Shadow radio 
show, get it?) they took off that July. Roz does 
remember that Elspeth Fanjoy remarked, “We 
were wondering if they would have a third crew 
member when they came back,” as their daugh-
ter Katherine was born in August that year. They 
did make it back to Toronto before she arrived.

Garry has long been a participant in Wednesday 
night racing at QCYC but he started racing out of 
Harbour City Yacht Club (the floating clubhouse 
in “C basin” of the Toronto Island Marina) where 
Garry and Roz were members before coming to 
Queen City. Garry also raced in some LORC as 
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was open and Roz learned what it took to put 
together the Clipper and oversaw the birth of 
the QuickClipper as the communication chan-
nel for the Board with the technical assistance 
of Christopher Jared and Lawrence Reiber.

Garry and Roz have been active participants and 
leaders of many Club projects and initiatives. Roz’s 
avid gardening interests let to the Adopt a Garden 
initiative for all the spots around the Club that 

crew on other boats. Asked what happened to all 
of his awards he replied “The flags are on the boat 
and you may see them at sailpast and other suitable 
occasions. The trophies and plaques are in the ga-
rage, somewhere.” Roz was always more interested 

in cruising although she did once skipper the be-
ginner’s series on the National Yacht Club course 
just to prove she could. She won and then retired 
from racing to cruise Lake Ontario every summer.

Both Roz and Garry claim some of their favourite 
memories are from their summer cruises around 
the lake. According to Garry “We (Roz, Kath-
erine and I) have cruised most of Lake Ontario 
from Hamilton to Kingston, no 1000 islands as 
I hate crowds and rafting. For the most part we 
went for extended cruises, three weeks to a month, 
for twenty years.” When asked to pick a favourite 
destination he adds “Wilson N.Y. was a winner 
early because of the ice cream stand and miniature 
golf easily available from the Wilson Yacht Club 
where we met some great friends.” For Roz and I 
there was the Hub and the liquor store, everyone 
was happy. We had good times in Oak Orchard, 
Rochester, Picton, Bellville, the Murray Canal and 
many other spots around the Lake. Our favourite 
anchorage was Main Duck Island until Loran and 
GPS spoiled it for everyone. I can tell more inter-
esting stories about Hay Bay and the Blakewood 
Lodge than the average visitor. The evolution 
of the docks and washrooms there is a chapter 

each. Our cruises now are limited to rather larger 
vessels in the 100,000 ton displacement range.”

Roz enjoyed “showing Katherine the wonders of 
wild life, with the boat as temporary home for Sal-
ly the snake, frogs, lightning bugs and a bucket of 
50-60 baby toads.” I recall my father showing less 
enthusiasm for the wonders of nature after Sally 

the snake escaped in 
the boat and ended 
up wrapped around 
the Vodka bottle 
when he was trying 
to pour a drink. After 
he disassembled the 
bilge looking for the 
snake he really did 
deserve that drink.

After many years at 
the Toronto Island 
Marina, Garry and 
Roz made the switch 
to QCYC. Roz says 
“The attraction 
was and still is the 
Club’s reputation for 
friendly members, 

lots of events and a good racing program in an 
informal setting.” Several other friends from the 
marina made the move over at the same time 
and found a welcoming group at Queen City.

QCYC has evolved over their time here, from a 
more rustic environment, with only med moorings 
and members doing most of the work; including 
building locker blocks from scratch and maintain-
ing the club house. As numbers grew and member 
skill sets changed, more staff have been employed 
and large projects are mostly contracted out. But 
the tradition remains that members work for the 
betterment of the Club. During this time Garry 
has served as Yard chair, Secretary, House chair, 
Vice-commodore, Commodore and he’s been the 
restaurant committee chair for the last 12 years. 
Roz was approached by the nominating commit-
tee (with some hints from Garry that Roz did 
all the home yard work, gardening and owned 
two chain saws) and it was suggested she would 
be a perfect Grounds chair. Roz anticipated the 
planting and clean-up but learned that garbage 
disposal, locker maintenance and replacing the 
south hydro pole were included in the package 
that year. The following year Communications 
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needed maintenance or other areas that needed 
landscaping. A survey of club outbuildings estab-
lished that some were past their best before date 
and storage was a problem, eventually leading to 
the plans for new buildings, including lockers. The 
Paint Your Locker Block competition led to a trend 
over the next year but some have stubbornly re-
sisted. She promises “their time is coming.” Garry 
participated in numerous member driven projects 
and did a few on his own, like building a ramp to 
the old yellow dock and putting together new sig-
nage for the gates. He also wrote a Trillium Grant 
application that got the then Junior Club, now 
LTC, $75,000.00 for new boats and equipment. For 
the last number of years Garry has been organiz-
ing a winter charity pool league mostly with club 
members that has contributed several thousand 
dollars to worthy causes, many associated with 
sailing, individuals, mostly women sailors and 
the LTS program as well as MS and Easter seals.

Roz and Garry are both now happily retired al-
though by no means less busy somehow. Roz 
obtained a BA at York University and went on 
to become a teacher - “selling suburban teenag-
ers on English literature.” She later qualified as 
a teacher-librarian. She continues to tutor a few 
students in her “retirement.” Garry has PhD in 
Psychology and was a registered psychologist 
working with developmentally handicapped chil-
dren and others with similar needs. He retired 
as a Senior Policy Advisor in the Ministry of 
Health and Long Term Care with responsibili-
ties in the policy areas for people with disabilities 
and supportive housing. Since then he consults 
for a number of agencies and is currently on the 
Board of COTA; an agency that provides support 
services to people with mental health issues, ac-
quired brain injuries or developmental handicaps.

When asked what interests the have outside 
QCYC Garry replied “Are people supposed to 
have interests outside the Club? I thought QCYC 
was all consuming.” However he admits to enjoy-
ing travel, cooking and being “the unofficial am-
bassador of Blue Light.” Roz enjoys travel, espe-
cially to Bermuda or on cruises with her favourite 
jazz musicians, walking, reading a couple of books 
a week, re-runs of Brit TV series and looking after 
her various animals. Having grown up out West, 
Garry worked for years for CP Rail and is still 
passionate about railway history. Roz grew up 
outside Toronto while waiting for her father to 

finish building their house (two houses actually) 
as they couldn’t afford contractors at the time 
and he worked in construction. Roz developed 
her passion for nature by spending much of her 
childhood in the fields and a few years with gaps 
in electricity and plumbing. Both Garry and Roz 
look forward to sharing their time and interests 
with their new grandson, Hayden, born last July.

As for the future of QCYC, they agree that “the 

new learn-to-sail facilities will be the key as more 
kids become competent and enjoy the fun. It may 
take decades but fond memories will bring some 
back. The Board of Directors has done immeasur-
able work to advance club programs, develop the 
property and take on all levels of governments 
to keep taxes fair and prevent the prospect of 
an expanded airport with jets polluting the air 
and ruining recreational sailing in the harbours.”

Member Profile
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It was with great sadness and loss that we 
learned of the passing of John Moorhouse on 
October 19, 2014 at his Wards Island home. 
John joined QCYC in 1966 and has been a 
member of Queen City for the last 48 years. 
He joined QCYC as he just loved sailing. 

John first became interested in sailing as a young 

boy on the Thames River in London England. He 
grew up in Greenwich on the Thames, a suburb of 
London, and attended teachers college in London.

After coming to Canada he continued his life time 
passion of sail-
ing on the fol-
lowing boats: 
Ellen Rose a 
Great Lakes 
trawler; Griffin 
a C&C 27; Grif-
fin V a C&C 
35; Ocean 
A l e x a n d e r 
trawler; Hadly 
Krogan trawler; 
and a Hershoff 
day sailor. John 
also sailed 
in the Club 
We d n e s d a y 
night races over 
many years. 
He also cruised and sailed Grif-
fin V down to Caribbean in the 70s. 

We learned from the Clipper of December 1978, 

that John Moorhouse on Griffin V was met by 
Don Bamford in the Bahamas. John also phoned 
Barry Hardy: “At sea from St. Croix to Virgin 
Gorda, “Plan to sail to St. Barts, St. Marin, ar-
riving at Antigua early in March.” He reported 
on April 9 that he was going on to Puerto Rico, 
Santo Domingo and Haiti and back to Toronto 
in mid-summer 1979. In October John won the 
Georgina World Cup for the sailor who takes 

his boat to the most ports and the Valhalla Tro-
phy for best cruising log. He joined the newly 
created (1979) 25th Parallel Club for those that 
have sailed their boats south of the 25th paral-
lel and returned to the Club. John loved to cruise 
his Krogan to and from and in Florida and made 
many friends with similar boats in Stuart Florida.

John was the first to learn how to operate the 
new winch acquired by Fred Mayerhofer and 
taught Pat Walton and Fred how to use it. He 
was also instrumental in removing the lock-
ers from under the great hall and widening the 
area on each side of the tracks for wider boats. 
John was also Fleet Captain from 1994 – 96.

John was married to Sandra and spent most 
of his professional life in academia. The last 
14 years were spent teaching kindergarten.

“I seem to come by wisdom in such small 
pieces.” 
John Moorhouse

Memorials

John Moorhouse Memorial
By John Carroll

John Moorhouse wedding to Sandra with three of his four best men 

John Moorhouse examines Georgie Girl 
Photo by Ken Rodmell

Photo by Ken Rodmell
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Jeremy in front of dinghy shed in 1958
Contributed by Peter Jones

Jeremy (Jay) Ruskin Memorial
A Personal Recollection by Ron Mazza

Long time senior member Jeremy (Jay) Ruskin passed away 
on April 13, 2015.

Jeremy and I both grew up on the Island. He was a few years 
older so we didn’t see much of each other before our sailing 
paths crossed. Jay grew up with his parents Ernie and Doris 
Ruskin on the Island at 21 Seneca. The exterior of that house 
may look familiar to some as it was used in the CBC TV se-
ries Street Legal in the late 80’s as the home of the character 
played by Eric Peterson who was supposed to live on the Island.

Jeremy (known more commonly in those days as Jay) was one 
of my first instructors at the QCYC Junior Club in 1961. The 
Junior Club was then located approximately where my boat 
Circe is moored now, around Red 17, in an old boat house simi-

lar but even smaller than its next home in another 
reconstituted boathouse near the bridge. There was 
no sheet pile wall then and the Junior Club build-
ing was on the shore of the lagoon. It is Jeremy who 
is featured in that photo on the historic plaque at 
the ferry docks posing for the Toronto Star pho-
tographer at the main door of the 
club supposedly blocking the entry 
of girls to Junior Club. There were 
no girls in Junior Club that I recall. 

The Junior Club boats were brand 
new varnished Nordbergs, about 14’ 
long and 1” thick mahogany. They 
were gorgeous, but weighted a ton and 

wouldn’t plane in a hurricane. They replaced 
the old Brutal Beasts given to us by RCYC to 
initially start the program some years earlier.  

Jeremy was crewing on International 14 Foot 
Dinghies at Queen City from an early age. 
He started in the early 60’s crewing for Davy 
Bell. He must have been in his late teens. 
That’s when Peter Jones and Allan Rae were 
in their early 14 days. The 14 fleet was cen-
tered in the dinghy shed which was a very active place. That’s 
when it really was a dinghy shed, and not the locker build-
ing it is today. In the early days the 14s were mostly wood, 
so between races the masts were removed and they were 
stored indoors. That practice continued even when the boats 
became fiberglass. It was a close knit club within the club.

If I recall correctly, he disappeared for a number of years and 
went up to North Bay to teach. That’s where he met his wife 
Camilla (Camie).  They came back to 
Toronto, probably in the early 70’s, and 
lived in the house at 14 Omaha at the Al-
gonquin Bridge as well as in the Beaches. 
It was about then that Jay started to 
crew for me in my 14. We sailed well 
together for a number of years. Jay was 
a great crew; an amazing combination 
of capability, knowledge, and amazing 
calmness. The latter characteristic was 
significantly lacking at my end of the 
boat. The following photo was taken at 
the 1978 Currie Cup team races show-
ing the Queen City three boat team for 
that year. Jay is standing far right. That 
skinny guy with the beard beside him is me. Mark Millen is 

the even hairier than now guy standing far left. Allan Rae is 
lower right. The others two members of the team were Robin 
Clayton (standing) and John Clemmer (kneeling). Amaz-
ingly, until Jay’s passing, four of the six members of that 
team from 37 years ago were still active members of the Club.

In recent years Jay’s pride and joy was his Grampian 26, 
Bristol Rover. Peter Jones recalls helping Jay sail it back from 
Bronte where he bought it. Peter remembers when they got 
to the club, it was such a beautiful breeze, that neither of 
them wanted to stop sailing and they traversed the bay sev-

eral more times before finally dropping sail. Jay was also 
an enthusiastic member of the star fleet. Unfortunately, ill 
health in recent years greatly curtailed his sailing activities. 

Jay was a great guy, a good sailor, and a longtime 
friend. Queen City Yacht Club was a major part of 
his life for most of that life. Jay will be missed. Wher-
ever he is now, I hope he’s enjoying a good sail!

Memorials

Contributed by Ron Mazza

Contributed by Moira Burgess
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Power boat, 30-32 feet, solid fiberglass (not aluminium 
or steel), less than 10 years old,  large aft deck, substantial 
anchor windlass, cabin open at the back, diesel engine, 
low hours, not turbo,  not stern drive, head and holding 
tank,  not fancy, no varnish to keep up.  Must conform to 
Graham Dougall’s specifications for a race committee boat 
and be potentially compliant with Transport Canada’s 12 
passenger regulations. 

With an overall budget of $120,000 CAN, the Robbins Replace-
ment Committee* is  presently aiming at about $60,000 CAN for 
the boat, about $3,000 to $5,000 to get it here and another $3,000 
to $5,000 for whatever equipment does not come with it. The ex-
act costs can only be calculated once a specific boat is identified.
 
The Committee has been searching through powerboats, trawl-
ers, fishing boats, lobster boats, crew boats, dive boats, and work 
boats from every broker and website they can find including 
those operating in the Maritimes and the US Atlantic. The term 
‘Down Easter’ seems to bring up the most suitable candidates.  

Eight boats have been reviewed in detail. The 2005 Terry Jason 
28ft for $46,500 US ($60,450 CAN) in South Carolina (pictured) 
is the sort of thing we are looking for. But after discussions with 
a yacht club (that uses one as a RC boat) it is likely that it is too 
small, too narrow and too tender for our use (even the Robbins 
is 30 feet long). There is a 2007 35-foot Terry Jason that would 
do nicely, but it is $159,000 US. The Committee continues to 

search.  If anyone has any leads, please let the committee know.

The whole process of replacing the Robbins with a new 
Race Committee boat / 12 passenger tender will be 
on the agenda of the spring meeting (Friday 22 May).

* John Ball, Frank Bushe, Chris Borgal, Graham 
Dougal, David Hall, Lawrence Reiber, Peter Ashby 

Articles
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By the Robbins Replacement Committee*
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Did you ever want to communicate with a Board Member or 
want to discuss a subject or put something up for sale? If you 
go to our website and select Contact it will take you to the 
main page which has information on the Club’s address, Of-
fice phone number, email and fax number and a map of our 
location. If you select Contact/Board of Directors, a list of 
our current Officers and Directors and their email addresses 
appears. Under Contact Forums there are six forums: Racing 
Talk, Crew Board, Cruisers Lounge, General Discussion, Main-
tenance/How-To/Help Me! and For Sale. Select the forum that 
matches what you want to communicate and make a posting.

The On Water 
Safety Corner
By Graham Dougall rearcommodore@
qcyc.ca 

Stability, or why your mast points upward!

Someone tells you that the sailboat has great stability. How-
ever that could mean it is very stable with its mast pointing 
up in the air or straight down in water. Multi-hulls are like 
this. It pays to have a basic understanding of vessel stability.

What does vessel stability mean? “The term vessel stabil-
ity implies the tendency of a floating vessel to return to its 
original upright position of equilibrium after being tipped 
by the forces of wind and sea. In order to maintain its 
stable upright position a vessel’s Center of Gravity must 
lie vertically below its Metacenter on the Center of Buoy-
ancy line.”1 Basically, this means the tendency of a vessel 
knocked down or rolled out to return to its upright position. 
For example, see the video of Derek Hatfield’s rollover test.2 

All pleasure craft built or sold in the European Community 
have stability determined and published. The stability mea-
surement then determines the category that applies to craft:
Category A – Ocean 
Category B – Offshore
 Category C – Inshore
 Category D – Sheltered Waters3 

The ISAF Offshore Special Regulations4  list the following 
categories for sailboat races:
Category 0  Trans-oceanic
Category 1  Races of long distance and well offshore
Category 2  Races … where a high degree of self sufficiency 
is required of the yachts
Category 3  Races across open water, most of which is 

Website Tips   

Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca

To access Member only information you must register on the 
site. To request a QCYC.ca account, click on the “Login” link 
at the top right of the page. Then ignore the login screen and 
instead, click the “Request New Account” tab. Required ele-
ments are marked with a red asterisk *.  Additionally, senior 
members are required to include their seniority number. To 
help identify you, your username should be your first initial 
+ your last name (e.g. Great Sailor = gsailor). Remember you 
must always be logged in to see members’ only materials.

Some members say it is difficult to find items on the web-
site. If you are trying to look at 1,000 plus pages then you 
most likely will get lost. However on each page at the top 
and just to the right of centre is a search box. If you put 
what you are looking for in there and hit enter or the mag-
nifying glass you most likely with find what you want.

Below is a listing of what has been uploaded to the “Mem-
bers-Only” Section of the qcyc.ca website. If you click on the 
main “Members” menu the first page will give you links to 
all sections in “Members”. If you are accessing the website 
using a smart phone or tablet this will also be helpful as 
you can’t see more than one submenu in a mobile browser.

If you are logged in you can access the Members-ONLY sec-
tion of the website which contains the following pages:

 - Notifications: Minutes of Board and AGM and reports from 
Officers and Directors
 - Handbook, Bylaws and Plans - Bylaw #1, Members’ Hand-
book, Emergency Plan, AODA Policy and Capital Plan
 - Locker Notice - most current locker availability and how to 
apply. List of current locker assignments by member name.
 - Membership Roster - search for members contact informa-
tion by name or boat
 - Moorings - current list of moorings with member and boat 
names.
 - Officer of the Day - current list of Officers of the Day and 
their duties
 - Paying your Bill Online - procedure for paying your bill 
online from your bank account
 - Quick Clipper - register to receive the Quick Clipper, the 
bi-weekly publication from the Board of Directors
 - Services - includes information on Tender Tickets, Club Wifi 
and Reciprocal Club List
 - Work Hours - policy and work hours form, jobs by Director 
and current report on hours worked.
 - Yard documents - Yard layout and the recent cradle inspec-
tion report

relatively protected or close to shorelines 
Category 4 Races across open water, most of which is 
relatively protected or close to shorelines.
Category 5 Inshore
Category 6 Inshore

The rough mapping of ISAF OSR to the ISO categories5  is

So why should you care about stability?
• Are you considering purchasing a new vessel, so you 
might want to know the tendency to right herself?
• Are you considering chartering a vessel, so you 
might want to know the tendency to right herself?
• Have you made major changes to your vessel, such as adding 
weight aloft that adversely impact her stability? Did you remove 
weight from the keel or somewhere below the center of gravity?
• Are you considering entering a race that has mini-
mum stability requirements? These are becom-
ing more common and requirements are increasing.

A basic knowledge of stability is something every sailor 
needs. There are: 
• Naval architecture books on the subject at the Nautical 
Mind
• Internet resources 
• Yachting-based books such as RYA Stability and Buoyancy  

So there is no reason to not have this basic knowledge. 
May your future be stable with your mast pointed skyward!

1. http://definitions.uslegal.com/v/vessel-stability/ 
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQsmOJv5QrM 
3. http://www.sailboat-cruising.com/design-categories.html 
4. http://www.sailing.org/tools/documents/OSR2015Com-
plete12012015Colour-%5B18223%5D.pdf 
5. http://loor.ca/racer-info/intro-to-stability-screening/ 
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The Annual Sail Past and Review of the Fleet by the Commo-
dore marks the official opening of the Club. This is quite a tra-
ditional and formal event. It’s a day when all members celebrate 
the new sailing season. This is an all-day event to which all are 
expected to attend. There are three components to the day: 
• Sail Past in the afternoon
• Post Sail Past social 
• The banquet and dancing in the Great Hall in the evening. 

The schedule for Saturday, May 16, 2015:
1205    Skippers Meeting 
1345    Review of the Fleet
1600    Sail Past of the Fleet in the Lagoon accompanied by 
the pipes
1630    Commodore’s Punchbowl Reception
1745    Formal Dinner 
1755    Head Table Piped in
2030    Head Table departs for Flag Lowering Ceremony
2042    Sunset and Flag Lowering Ceremony
2045    Dancing to Juice

The Skippers’ meeting is when the written instructions 
for the Sail Past are distributed and discussed. One im-
portant aspect of the Review of Fleet is the orderly line 
of yachts passing the Commodore’s anchored yacht.  As 
with many aspects of yachting, naval traditions drive 
this practice.  The order, with minor variations, is:
• Fleet Captain
• Past Commodores  in order of seniority
• Sailing vessels, longest first
• Power vessels, longest first
• Invited vessels
• Rear Commodore

In order to provide some help in organizing the fleet, the fleet 
is divided into groups with assigned group leaders.  The order, 
groups and group leaders are in the Skippers’ meeting handout.

The actual Review of the Fleet begins at as 1345 as per sail-
ing directions distributed at the Skippers meeting. The review 
begins with the firing of a gun. The Fleet Captain leads the 
parade of Past Commodores by the Commodore’s yacht. The 
objective is to have an orderly Sail Past and to allow the Com-
modore a chance to salute each boat and members. Please 
find the leader of your section and then fall in line to fol-
low. If your boat is moving too fast reduce sail or cut power. 
This is important and will help maintain an orderly proces-
sion. It is important to leave two boat lengths between you 
and the boat ahead  as you ‘sail past’ the Commodore’s boat. 

Salute the Commodore in the following manner:
• Yachts wearing an ensign (the Canadian flag) dip the ensign.
• Yachts not wearing an ensign, luff the foresail.
The salute should commence one boat length before reaching 
the Review Vessel and it should continue for one boat length 
beyond. Where possible, the skipper and crew should stand to 

face the Commodore. ONLY the Commodore salutes by hand.

The traditional “dress of the day” is white pants and navy blazer. 
Many members follow this standard. But if the weather is lousy, 
the rule is: stay warm and dry. (If the weather is really foul, the 
Rear Commodore may direct the fleet to remain at the moorings; 
in such case, the Commodore’s yacht or his designate will pass 
through the lagoon.) Finally, your boat should look ship-shape: 
take up your boat’s fenders; leave the dinghy at your dock. 

Some members watch the Sail Past from the Great Hall. 

Articles

Sailpast Formal Dinner 
Following the Commodore’s Punch Bowl reception, 
please join us for the sailpast formal dinner and dance. 
Sailpast Menu: 

Baby Arugula, Toasted Pine Nuts, Fresh Strawberries & 
White Balsamic Blueberry Vin. 
Roast Cornish Hen, Veg, Roast Shallot Mash, Roast Garlic 
Thyme Pan Jus. Vegetarian option: Grilled Veg Lasagna.  
White Chocolate Truffle Cake.  

Early Bird Tickets: $65 tax inc. (until May 13th)  
Regular Tickets: $70 tax inc.  
Kids 12-18: $25 tax inc. Kids under 12 are FREE! 

Tickets available in the office or call 416 203-0929.

QCYC Sailpast 
Saturday May 16th, 2015

Sailpast Schedule 
1205 Skippers Meeting    
1345 Review Of The Fleet   
1600 Sail Past of the Fleet in   

the Lagoon with 
Bagpipers 

1630 Commodore’s Punch   
Bowl Reception 

1745 Formal Dinner     
1755 Head Table Piped In    
2030 Head Table Departs for  

Flag Lowering Ceremony 
2042 Sunset Flag Lowering  

Ceremony 
2045 Dancing to Juice 

Musical guest Juice. 
Drawing influences from classic soul 

and R&B with a modern sound.

Sailpast at the Queen City Yacht Club   
Graham Dougall rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
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In the past several years, a number of members par-
ticipated on the water aboard the Algonquin Queen II, 
which acts as a spectator vessel for this event.  Please re-
serve with the Office if you intend to sail on the AQ II.

After you sail past the Commodore, return to your moor-
ing and “dress ship”. This means hauling your line of race 
or signal flags up a halyard to the top of your mast. At this 
point members tend to congregate in various cockpits around 
the lagoon (assuming the weather is decent) for drinks and 
hors d’oeuvres. At about 1600, the Commodore and Flag 
Officers will cruise past the fleet in the Harold S. Robbins.

This is followed at 1630 by the Commodore’s Punch 
Bowl on the front lawn of the Club (or inside the main 
floor lobby if weather is inclement.) Basically, this is 
a cocktail party and another opportunity to raise a 
glass to the Commodore and the new sailing season. 

Sailpast dinner is a formal dinner in the Great Hall (with over-
bookings in the dining room) which begins at 1745 and don’t 
forget to book your tickets early! Dinner dress is “semi-formal”. 

After dinner we have the ceremonial Flag Lowering on 
the front lawn and then it’s time to enjoy a great dance.

Can You Yoga?   

by Valerie Wint, Lor’ Tundrin, Yoga 
Instructor

When I tell someone I’m a yoga instructor, their response is 
often: “I can’t possibly do yoga. I’m not flexible. I can’t reach 
my toes.” It doesn’t matter!!! Would 
you say you couldn’t possible learn 
to play tennis because you’ve never 
held a racquet before? Of course not; 
your instructor will teach you the ba-
sics, and before long you’re playing 
your first match. It’s the same with 
yoga. You start wherever you are right 
now. You work with the body you 
have right now. You learn with an instructor who can guide 
you in moving safely within your current limitations. 

Through a yoga practice 
we move through a vari-
ety of low impact poses. 
These poses can stretch and 

strengthen and tone our muscles, and start to develop that 
flexibility we want. Yoga can go a long way to improving what-
ever other sport we enjoy, sailing somehow comes to mind. 
Yoga also helps us as we age, so that we have the strength, 
balance and flexibility that allow us to live active lives. 

The benefits of yoga go beyond the physical, at it can help re-
duce stress; improve breathing, circulation and flexibility; and 

ease aches and pains (great for arthri-
tis!). Your coordination, memory, reac-
tion times, and concentration can all 
improve through your yoga practice. 

So do come out on Sunday mornings, 
mat in hand, ready to practice. We 
practice together on Sundays, from 
9:45 to 10:45am on the lawn, start-
ing on June 7 and running through 

to August 23. If the weather is cold or wet, we’ll move into 
the Snug or the new LTS building; but we’ve rarely had to 
do that in our four summers of QCYC Yoga! See you soon!

Steve Behal / Jeannie Catchpole 
Artists: Toronto / Sun Valley  

 

BeCa International Artists 
stevebehal@me.com 

www.behalcatchpole.com 

“High Desert Traffic” 72” x 93” Acrylic on Linen 

 

American Standard Fender Guitars 

Hand painted — limited series #1 & #2 

nn 
Photographer: Ann Goodwin  

Articles



26

Spam-free

More than a few QCYC members, past and present, will 
remember the infamous and well-travelled tin of Spam.  

A reminder: The celebrated Spam’s first Caribbean voy-
age was in the early ’90’s aboard Willow’s Wind with Sari 
and Peter. Upon their return to Toronto, it was bequeathed 
to Mary and Wayne for their trip south on Assignment. For 
luck. May you never need emergency rations. Apparently it 
worked, because the Spam came home safely and was subse-
quently passed along to Steve and Ann on Receta, for their 
first voyage south in 1997. Astute readers will note this was 
somewhat after the Best Before date (1992 according to Sari’s 
handwriting on the tin) but you never know when you might 
need a snack. If nothing else, the Spam was great incentive to 
stock up at local island markets and always troll a fishing line. 

Two years later, the Spam was successfully repatriated to 
Queen City. By now the Spam had reached celebrity status, 
accumulating possibly more sea miles than any single QC 
member ever. Still more members fled cold winters and iced-
over lagoons and each in turn was Spammed: Tony and Maria 

on Bretanha, Peter and Moya on Golden Eye, David 
and Kim on Amanzi. Possibly others; I don’t recall. 
And then Silverheels III with Lynn and Ken, where 
it disappeared into the deep bilge. Occasional ef-
forts were made to get the Spam back to QCYC for 
a next voyage but Silverheels III was staying firmly 
south, and with unsubstantiated murmurings about 
airline security, incendiary devices and banned sub-
stances, there were no mules to risk carrying the 
can north. The Spam was forgotten, but not lost. 

Enter Commodore Ron Mazza and Pam, who 
visited Ann and Steve on Receta this spring. In 
Antigua, Receta bumped into Silverheels III, then 
again in Dominica. Of course, the topic of Spam 

was regurgitated. No one 
recalls whether it was after 
a ‘ti punch or too much 
Carib, but brave Com-
modore Ron volunteered 
to carry the Spam home 
to the Club, ready for the 
next southbound member. 
Then, probably wisely, he 
forgot it. Ann leapt into 
the breach. “We’ll take it 
onboard, sail it to Trinidad, 
then fly with it to Canada,” 
she said, to Steve’s dismay. 
Ken keenly went Spam 
spelunking in the bilge (his 
words: “the nasty hole”) 
to retrieve the artifact and 
ready it for the voyage. 

Sadly, it was not to be. 

Somewhere in the intervening years (although Lynn insists they 
inspected it recently), the Spam had sprung a seam. The tin had 
been double-Zip-locked so the toxic ooze was contained and Sil-
verheels III survived. But the Spam did not. Despite thoughts 
of scouring the split can clean and donating it as a new QCYC 
cruising trophy (The Spam Cup), one of QCYC’s most treasured, 
well, treasures was laid to rest in Portsmouth, Dominica. RIP. 

 

MuskokaRentalCottages.com 

UNFORGETTABLE 
FOLLY 

$3,950 week 

 
RENDEZ VOUS @  

ROCK INN 
$4,950 week 

For Sale $1,499,000 

SERENITY @ 
SHORESIDE 
$2,450 week 

 
HAPPY HIDEAWAY 

$1,750 week 

416-239-6860 
   south.muskoka.realty@sympatico.ca 

www.MuskokaRentalCottages.com 

 

The Canning of the Spam   

by Steve Manley, s/v Receta, currently in Martinique en route to Trinidad
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Launch
AM 7:15

7:45
8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15** 8:15 8:15 8:15

8:45
9:15 9:15 9:15

10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15 11:15 11:15

PM 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15
1:15 1:15 1:15

2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15
3:15 3:15 3:15

4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15

7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15
10:15 10:15 10:15 

** Please note, there is no 8:00am tender from the Club.
Cash Fare return trip: $8.00 available from the tender captain.  No one-way fares.

10 Tickets - $ 70.00 available in the office.  Members: Please present your Membership Card

Summer | May 4 – September 7
        Holidays – Mon. May 18, Wed. Jul. 1, Mon. Aug. 3 and Mon Sep. 7 

Additional runs will be added for Special Events – Sailpast, New Members’ Night, 
Lobsterfest, Caribbean Night, Women’s Skippers Race/Ribfest, Pig Roast.

Tender Schedule

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Holiday 
AM 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15

* 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45 * 8:45
9:45 9:15 9:15 9:15

10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15

PM 12:15 12:15 12:15  12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15 12:15
+1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15

2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15 2:15
3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15 3:15

+3:45
4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15 4:15

+4:45 4:45
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15

+5:45 5:45
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15
7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15

+9:45
10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15

+10:45
+11:15 11:15 11:15 N11:15

AM 12:15 12:15
** 1:15

Departure times shown are from city side at the foot of York Street
Deduct 15 minutes for Departure time from Club House

Last-minute changes will be posted on the QuickClipper, time permitting.
Check with the club office at 416.203.0929

* 8:45am. Weekdays begins Thursday, July 2.    ** 1:15am Special Events only. 
N = 11:15pm Sun. when Mon. is a holiday.    + Beginning May 6.

Cash Fare return trip: $8.00 available from the tender captain.  No one-way fares.
10 Tickets - $ 70.00 available in the office.  Members: Please present your Membership Card

Spring | April 18 – May 3
Launch – Sat. April 25 and Sun. April 26
Sat. May 2 and Sun. May 3, if necessary.
Special Event – Chili Challenge May 2nd

Tender Schedule

Departure times shown are from city side at the foot of York Street
Deduct 15 minutes for Departure time from Club House

Last-minute changes will be posted on the QuickClipper, time permitting.
Check with the club office at 416.203.0929

Restauraunt & Bar

Schedules

  
RESTAURANT 

Approximate Dates 
First Friday May 8 
Fall Closing Oct 2 - Oct 16 
  

Summer 
May 12 - Sep 13 

Fall 
Sep 16 - Sep 27 

Monday Closed Closed Closed 
Tuesday Closed 5.00 pm - 9.00 pm Closed 
Wednesday Closed  5.00pm - 10.00 pm 5:00pm - 10:00 pm 
Thursday Closed 5.00 pm - 9.00 pm 5:00pm - 9:00 pm 

Friday 5.00 pm - 10.00 pm 
  5.00 pm - 10.00 pm 5.00 pm - 10.00 

pm 
Saturday 11.30 am - 10.00 pm 9.00 am - 10.00 pm 9.00 am - 10.00 pm 
Sunday 11:30 am - 9.00 pm 9.00 am - 9.00 pm 9.00 am - 9.00 pm 
Statutory Holidays Sunday Hours Sunday Hours Sunday Hours 
 
BAR 

Approximate Dates 
  
First Friday May 8 
Fall Closing Oct 2 - Oct 16 

Summer 
May 12 - Sep 13 

Fall 
Sep 16 - Sep 27 

Monday Closed Closed Closed 
Tuesday Closed 4.00 pm - 9.00 pm Closed 
Wednesday Closed  3.00 pm - 10.00 pm 3:00pm - 10:00 pm 
Thursday Closed 4.00 pm -9.00 pm 5:00pm - 9:00 pm 
Friday** 3.00 pm - 10.00 pm 3.00 pm - 11:00 pm 3.00 - 10.00 pm 

Saturday** 12 noon - 10.00 pm 12 noon - 11:00 pm 12 noon - 10.00 
pm 

Sunday 12 noon - 9.00 pm 12 noon - 9.00 pm 12 noon - 9.00 pm 
Statutory Holidays* Sunday Hours Sunday Hours Sunday Hours 
* OPEN HOLIDAY MONDAYS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF EASTER MONDAY, 
WHICH IS APRIL 20 & THANKSGIVING MONDAY, WHICH IS OCTOBER 12. 
** BAR TO REMAIN OPEN LATER DURING SPECIAL EVENTS 
  
	  

LAUNCH (APRIL 25 & 26, MAY 2 & 3) and HAUL OUT (OCTOBER 17, 18, 24 & 
25) KITCHEN hours will be 11:30pm - 4:00pm and BAR hours will be 12:00pm to 

9:00pm. Restaurant will not be open on the Fridaysof Launch weekends.
RESTAURANT WILL CLOSE DURING DINNER FOR SAIL PAST (MAY 16) & 

THE AWARDS BANQUET (OCTOBER 3).



Holland Marine Products
875 Lakeshore Rd E. Mississauga, 
ON L5E1E2

www.hollandmarine.com   e. info@hollandmarine.com   t. 905.891.1639   f. 905.891.7972

Jabsco Twist ‘n’ Lock 
Manual Toilet 

29090-3000 Compact  $ 139.00 
29120-3000 Large      $ 159.00

Xantrex Pro 1000Watt Inverter
Modified Sine Wave
#806-1010   
XM1000   $ 299.00

Xantrex Prowatt Sw600 
Inverter Sine Wave
#806-1206  PROwattSW   
$ 199.00

ATLANTIS 270
Handheld Floating VHF

1/2.5/6W (VHF) 10 Hour 
Battery Life. NOAA Weather 
Channels. Dual and Triple 
Watch Operation. Weather 

Alert Watch mode Emergency 
16/9 Channel. Backlit LCD 

Screen.AC & DC Adapter and 
Charging Cradle Included.    

$ 99.99

Xantrex Freedom Sw Inverters/Chargers
Sine Wave
12V, 2000W & 3000W - 120 Vac / 60 Hz
The NEW GENERATION Freedom SW series 
represents highly sophisticated and advanced 
inverter/ chargers available in 3000 W with 150 A 
charger and 2000 W with 100 A charger models.  
Built in 30amp transfer relay.

#815-2000   SW2000   $ 1195.00
#815-2012   SW2012   $ 1595.00
#815-3012   SW3012   $ 1795.00

ProSine 1800 Inverter 
Sine Wave

120 Vac / 60 Hz
1800 watt 12 volt
#806-1800   12volt with/GFI  
$ 1099.99

XANTRAX SPECIALS 
Unbeatable Prices 

(Limited to stock on hand) 

$16      Flat rate for shipping. Place 
your order before 2pm to get on the 

way same day!

.50

QCYC MEMBER 
ONLY SPECIALS!
Prices Valid Thru July 31, 2015 

(Or while supplies last)

Day Night Solar 
Vents

3” $ 75.00
4” $ 85.00

Epoxy
NEW CSA Approved 

Power Cords
50ft 30amp
In Stock! 

We Also Stock CSA 
Approved Adapters!

New Spinlock XTR Clutches 
        Available in white, black, 
                    or yellow
  $ 99.00/ea
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