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This is the fourth and
last issue of the Clipper for 2014. I would
really like to thank
Arleigh Crawford for
the great layout and
design for this issue.
We have year-end
updates from our Officers and Directors.

Ron Mazza
vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
R 416 203-0996

We have a profile on
our Membership Chair, Nick Abrahams. Bev
Dywan on Evelina shares her recent cruising
experiences which will have you in stitches. For a
total change we have two wonderful nautical
poems from Chris Borgal and a piece from him
on navigational aids. Our Rear Commodore,
Graham Dougall, reports on the New Vessels
Committee and Board deliberations, which is a
must read for all members. He has written another informative safety piece with lots of references
for educating yourself over the winter. I have
once again included the History Bites by Tony
Araujo and myself. Don Hinchley has done an
article on the beautiful 125th pens he recently
created and were auctioned off in August. I have
also included Al Rae Junior’s dedication of the
new buildings speech and an explanatory note on
the new historical plaque in the stairwell leading
up to the Great Hall. Joe Lindsey who went to
Junior Club in the 1970s, and whose daughters
are attending currently, has written a piece about
a raid on RCYC which he participated in while
he was in Junior Club. Keith Aldridge explains
those cute little labels on your cradles this year
and Pat Whetung reports on cruising this year.
On page 35 we provide detailed information on
bar and restaurant hours, tender schedules and
events. Enjoy and please give me your feedback
for improving the Clipper.
We have several ways to communicate with our
(Continued on page 3)
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Board Updates
Commodore
Steve Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca
Well another season
is drawing to a close;
in fact the 125th season for the Club.
While the weather
has been a bit on the
cool side all summer,
nonetheless it has
been a great year
with racing, social
events, cruising,
sitting around on boats having a sundowner or
two; not to mention all of the accomplishments
that the Club and its members have achieved
over the year.
We have a new Club Manager and I think you
will all agree Laura Vanek, has been a very
welcome addition to the Club. In the Restaurant, we had changes too. Ed Munson and his
crew have done a great job of catering to our
needs for both sustenance and libations. He
has excelled at the big events in meeting the
challenges of feeding us all.

The two biggest events of the year were the
celebrations of the Club’s 125th anniversary of
its founding and the completion of the new
buildings. Richard Slee and his Anniversary
Committee has done a great job of not just
finding ways to celebrate the anniversary but
also to provide us with an ongoing education of
what went before with all of the heritage nights,
the little snippets in the Quick Clipper, the new
heritage plaque on Wards’ Island and on many
more occasions. It truly has been a year to celebrate the Club’s long history.
The biggest milestone we accomplished this
year was the completion of the two new buildings, the new Learn to Sail facility and the new
Locker Block. This was the biggest project the
membership has taken on in a lot of years and I
am pleased to say it has been a huge success. I
cannot take credit for this huge project. The
project has spanned the tenure of the two previous Commodores Pat Whetung and Ken Owen,
as well as my own. Ken in particular was the
driving force who had the vision to push the
project though approval by the membership.
The successful execution of the project was due
to one individual, our Vice Commodore Ron
Mazza. Under his leadership, the success of this
project has been realized by a huge contribution
of time, donations and simply just a lot of hard
work from the members. Ron was the guiding

hand for all of this stemming back to when he
was the Planning Chair.
The new LTS facility appears to be huge success with the students and instructors, raving
about how excellent the facility is. This has led
to a lot of plans to expand the use of the LTS
facility to include plans for a race team, hosting of races and finding ways to make use of
the facility in the “hip” seasons of May, June
and September starting next year.
All in all, the season has been a huge success
thanks entirely to the contribution of the mem(Continued on page 8)
(Editor continued from page 2)

members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark
MacRae continues to improve our website. If
you haven't all ready registered on the website
please do so. There is lots of content in the
members' only area that you need to be able to
access. The Quick Clipper allows the Board to
communicate timely information to you. If you
are not subscribed you need to register in the
members-only section of the website. I would
like to thank the Moderators Jim Neundorf and
Victor Granic who continue to do an outstanding job on the Quick Clipper. Check out the
pictures from the Women Skipper’s Race, Racing, the Open Regatta, Commodores Ball,
125th GAM, Weenie and Pig Roast and the
Awards Banquet in this issue and on the Photo
-Galleries on the website. Thank you to the
members who provided the great pictures. We
had a record 3,400 photos contributed this
year. To find our Facebook page or YouTube
Channel, or the current weather at the end of
the Rapids Queen, just click on the icons at the
top of every page on our website. We also have
three twitter accounts: QCYCTOG – Communications, QCYCTOR – Racing and QCYCsailing – Learn to Sail that I would encourage you
to join depending on your interests. I would
like to thank Keith Nunn who has been tweeting away on the Communications twitter account. Links and a twitter feed are also displayed on the right hand side of home page of
www.qcyc.ca
I am always looking for contributions. Writing
a piece for the Clipper or acting as a layout
artist is a great way to earn hours and if you
need ideas, I have lots. Just contact me at communications@qcyc.ca.
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Board Updates
Vice Commodore
Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
Well, where did the
125 th anniversary
summer go? It was
quick but it was busy.
One of the responsibilities of the Vice
Commodore is to
chair the Management Committee
which meets once a month, before the Board
meeting, and is responsible for the day to day
operation of the Club. The Management Committee consists of the Fleet Captain, the House
Chair, and the Treasurer. The Secretary, Commodore, and the Club Manager attend the
meetings as well.
Lawrence Reiber as Fleet Captain, in conjunction with Jim Turl as head Captain, has done a
great job in keeping the Club boats operational
and getting us back and forth
across the harbour. I have
heard many positive comments
on the deportment and helpfulness of the captains and mates.
The new, and still unnamed,
pontoon boat continues to be an
efficient addition to our fleet.
The Harold Robbins, which has
done yeoman’s service for over
50 years, keeps running but
now in much reduced capacity,
and a search has begun for a
replacement within the next
year. We are looking for a nonferrous hull suitable for race
committee work, a work boat,
and a 12 passenger ferry as
required.

Rear Commodore
Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
By the time you’re
reading this, the
sailing season is all
but over. 2014 has
been another great
year with
 Two club cruises
 Another very
successful Open
Regatta under the
Chair of Mark
MacRae
 Committee working on a replacement for
the Robbins, see article in this Clipper.
The Post Season Participants’ Meeting will be
held in the Great Hall on Saturday, October
25th to obtain feedback for the planning for
2015:
 1600 Cruising

 1630 Racing
If you’re unable to attend these feedback sessions, please email your comments and suggestions.
The success of 2014 could only be accomplished with support and effort of many individual members who volunteered. Close to 40
individuals have contributed over 800 hours to
make the Sailing Program work! My personal
thanks to all those who volunteered
The On Water Safety Corner column in this
issue lists safety related courses available in
the winter.
Please see the QuickClipper for updates and
news on the Sailing Program.

Fleet Captain
Lawrence Reiber, fleetcaptain@qcyc.ca
It’s hard to believe as
I am writing this we
are getting ready to
haul out the fleet for
the winter. This will
be my final Clipper
submission as I am
stepping down as
Fleet Captain. It has
been a great two
years with many challenges. We have added the
pontoon boat to our fleet, which has allowed us
to increase service to our members and perform
preventative maintenance on the other boats in
the fleet. This year we have achieved a continuous operating schedule for the Algonquin
Queen II with no break downs for the entire
season, while doing scheduled work on all of
our vessels.
I would also like to thank our head Captain Jim
Turl for a great job of scheduling our Captains
and Mates and being pro-active on the maintenance of the vessels. We also had a fantastic
crew of Captains and Mates who were very
professional in the way they performed their
duties. I have received many emails praising
how great the crew has been this year. I hope
we are lucky enough to get them all back next

Tom King as House Chair,
working in close cooperation
with our manager, Laura
Vanek, and the Chair of the
Restaurant Committee, Garry
Baker keeps the building in
functional and in good repair
and has spent many hours this
past year dealing waist deep in

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 5)
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Board Updates
Treasurer
John Heath, treasurer@qcyc.ca
As the days get shorter
it is time to think about
putting our boats up for
the season. Oil and
filter to change, stabilizer in the fuel and the
last pump out! The few
minutes of stress as the
mast hovers above the
hull.
There are plenty of other tasks as we prepare to
settle the Club in for the winter; in the Treasurer’s role we make sure all the bills are in for
year end and begin the final summary. We have
prepared with the Board the budget and the
new fee structure in preparation for next sea-

son. One of the changes is that there will now
be a crew pass that can be used on race days
only. It is different from the regular pass as is
intended for the Wednesday night crews. The
intent was to help deal with the Wednesday
afternoon rush with many crew buying tickers
as they board the Algonquin Queen. This pass
should smooth the flow at boarding.

water and waste disposal and ask all to assist in
being mindful of these resources.

We are preparing the fall billings which will
be in the mail or sent via email for those who
have opted for e-billing. As always you can
pay online (see enclosure with the bill).

Secretary

The auditors will be making their annual visit
to perform their review and prepare our financial statements for fiscal 2014. I will present a
summary at the AGM. Overall we stayed within budget including the largest project that we
have undertaken in a very long time. We have
done a number of other projects as well,
amongst them I was very happy to see the
derelict boats (or most of
them) moving on, thanks
very much to Will Harney
our Yard Chair. Each and
every board member contributes many hours toward the smooth running
of the Club and they are
all to be thanked.
The lockers are at this
time all occupied but for
one that just became vacant; you can view the
locker list and occupants
on the QCYC web page
(Locker Notices). The
additional income from the
lockers will payoff well for
the Club and we have
more room for all that
good stuff we store in
them. Once again the
Learn to Sail Program
produced a surplus.
We are looking into a new
cash register system for
the Office that should
make tracking of all billed
items much smoother.
As I remind everyone the
costs keep rising on hydro,
5

The Club is full and in good shape, we are continuing to maintain and invest in our club.
Thanks to all it has been a great year for the
Club!

Genia Vanderkruk, ecretary@qcyc.ca
It has been my pleasure
to once again serve as
your Secretary for the
2013-2014 year.
This year’s AGM is
scheduled for Thursday,
December 11, 2014. The
venue we have used for
the last several years is
not available, and I am
making arrangements for another room at the
University. I encourage all Senior Members to
come out to this event to hear how your club is
doing. If the office has a valid e-mail address
on file, you will receive your AGM package
electronically. Others will receive a hardcopy
through Canada Post.
I would like to thank Glen Newbury for again
preparing electronic reciprocal cards, and Jill
Stewart for maintaining the reciprocal binder
this year.
A number of our members have experienced
the loss of family members this year, and to all
of you, I extend my deepest condolences.
I will be stepping down as Secretary after this
season, but hope to remain on the Board in
another capacity.
(Vice, continued from page 4)

bureaucratic red tape of our liquor license.
John Heath, as Treasurer, keeps us aware of the
financial situation and the budgeting process
and limitations.
Our new manager, Laura Vanek has proven to
be very capable and easy to work with and has
succeeded in maintaining a very steep learning
curve in her new position. We are looking

Board Updates
forward to her second year where she will be
even more valuable to us.
And all the other Board members not on the
Management Committee worked hard at their
individual portfolios and as importantly
worked well together under the leadership of
our Commodore Steve Hills. It was a good
Board.
The construction of the new locker building,
captain’s quarters, and learn to sail building is
the largest construction project undertaken by
the Club in over 90 years since the construction of our existing clubhouse in 1921. The two
new buildings are now virtually complete. The
LTS building was completed sufficiently for
occupancy by the Junior Club program in July.
This is the first purpose built Junior Club facility that Queen City has had in the 62 year
history of the program and the LTS instructors
and pupils under the leadership of our Head
Instructor, Jamie Ingall, made good use of it.
We had a very nice dedication ceremony for
the new LTS building just before Pig Roast
dinner on August 30. It was well attended and
speakers included Commodore Steve Hills,
Architect for the building Allan Rae, LTS Chair
Eric Whan, and Head Instructor Jamie Ingall. If
you were there, you witnessed Allan Rae
speechless with emotion. Jamie then showed a
great video she created to commemorate the
2014 summer’s Junior Club activities.
The building is now serving its winter function
of storing the LTS fleet of Picos and 470’s in a
dry clean environment until next summer. The
coach boats are sheltered under the overhang.
The new lockers were made available to members in August and are now almost completely
occupied. The Tender Captain’s area is the last
to be completed and is presently undergoing
final finishing. The captains will be utilizing it
this fall.
And we are still under budget.
All this was made possible by a tremendous
contribution of time, skills, and energy by
Queen City members, many of whom put in
substantial hours. $17,000 was also raised by
member donations to complete the interior of
the LTS building and make it a functioning
sailing school. Thank you all for your commitment to these buildings. We can all be justifi-

ably proud of this accomplishment.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Annual
General Meeting on December 11 where the
2015 Board will be voted into office.

House
Thomas King, house@qcyc.ca
Here it is September.
The weather is 24 degrees and I am writing
my last report for the
Clipper. It feels like it is
a typical windless
Wednesday.
We had a good year
with a few weddings
along with our usual amount of scheduled
parties. The parties have always been a great
part of the QCYC weekend life and we did not
disappoint this year. Starting with Sail Past,
Murder mystery night, Lobsterfest, Ribfest,
125th Celebration, Commodore’s Ball, Weenie
Roast, Pig Roast, Regatta Party and ending
with Awards Night. That is a lot of partying.

This was Edrick’s first year at the Club as the
caterer. He has been very enthusiastic
throughout the season. He has had a smile on
his face all year. The menu has been consistent
and by this time in the year most of us know
the menu off by heart. I am hoping that the
menu items will change more frequently next
year. The specials changed every week and
seem to have been accepted well by the membership. On Wednesday Ed has continually
served a hot meal with salad and fruit for the
low price of $10.05. With the menu being so
good and the Race Committee giving the race
results for that evening’s race, the Great Hall
has been continually full. At this time of the
year it is very difficult to determine what is
needed at the restaurant on a weekend basis
for the balance of the year. I am hoping as the
days wind down to haulout on October 18th,
we are able to keep the menu interesting and
everyone happy.
We now have the liquor license and it is valid
until April 2015. The AGCO is working on
correcting the caterer’s name on the license.
All monies have been paid to the AGCO but it
would seem the information is not being
6

passed on. The washroom was looking very
clean most of the year until Anna tore her
rotator cuff in her shoulder. We have not
found a replacement for her as yet. We are
hoping that she will be able to return next
year. The office was painted this year to celebrate Laura’s joining our QCYC family. The
decks and walkways were also repainted.
(Continued on page 11)

Entertainment
Philly Chatterdon, entertainment@qcyc.ca
As the season
comes to a close
and I look back
upon the 2014 event
calendar, I am
proud to say that I
survived my first
year as Entertainment Chair. It was
a successful and fun
schedule which was
the product of the work and help of so many
volunteers. Chief amongst them was Nicholas
Cianciotta who setup and maintained the
sound gear with incredible skill and dedication.
Geoff Heathcote was my faithful guide through
the entire process and I was lucky to have him
as a guardian angel. At each event, countless
members came to assist and help make the
year a fantastic celebration. This is truly
QCYC spirit at its best. So a big huge thank
you to everyone who hauled gear, wrapped
cables, subdued the bands, wrangled dinners,
salads and desserts and otherwise put forward
a hand to make every event a joyous gathering.
Although the fall leaves are trickling down
upon the masts on the rack in front of my slip,
I know the fun has not yet ended. A pot luck
dinner on the second Saturday of haul-out on
October 25th is always a scrumptious smorgasbord of flavours. And Halloween is fast approaching as the ghouls and goblins descend
upon the Snug room. As usual keep checking
the web site and Quick Clipper for further
details.
It has been an honour and a pleasure to serve
the members of Queen City as Entertainment
Chair in this our 125th anniversary year.

Board Updates
Communications
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca
The Communications Committee is
comprised of Richard Slee Chair, Pat
Whetung, Jim Neundorf, Arleigh Crawford, Christopher
Sumpton, Elizabeth
Rose and Karen
Wash. The Committee met on February
12, 2014 to review
and develop the
strategy for 2014 and met again on September
20th to evaluate outcomes.
Quick Clipper
Jim Neundorf and Victor Granic continue to do
a great job as moderators respectively on Tuesdays and Thursday. The Quick Clipper continues to be an important reporting tool for Directors. Directors are encouraged to put in headsup pieces to keep the members informed. The
use of emergency Quick Clippers has dropped
significantly from last year. We continue to use
the Photo of the Day in the Quick Clipper
which seems to encourage members to submit
photos of our activities. A link to the QCYC
Photo Galleries will be added to after the Photo
of the Day. During our 125th celebrations we
have used a 125th Logo on the Masthead which
will be removed in 2015. We have also placed
a History Bite written by Tony Arajou and
Richard Slee every two weeks.
Title

QCYC Quick Clipper September 9, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper September 4, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper September 2, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 28, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 26, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 22, 2014 Special
QCYC Quick Clipper August 21, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 19, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 14, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 13, 2014
QCYC Quick Clipper August 12, 2014

In January 2013 we started to use a pay service
Go-Daddy, our current service provider for our
website to deliver the Quick Clipper. In March
2014 Go-Daddy’s emails were blocked by Yahoo which meant that approximately a third of
our members stopped receiving the Quick Clipper. On the advice of our new Moderator Victor
Granic we had started in the winter of 2014 to
explore the use of Mail Chimp, a free service
which was fortuitous as we then switched immediately over and sent a compilation of Quick
Clippers from March to the members who had
been blocked. Mail Chimp has worked well
though it does not allow for attachments.

A reconciliation was done in August on the
Quick Clipper distribution list and the club
membership. With Laura Vanek’s help, former
members were identified and removed from the
list.
The Quick Clipper is being sent to 339 members (slightly up from last year’s 333). Note that
67% open their Quick Clipper which is better
than last year’s rate of 53% (could be because
some members are behind effective firewalls). It
also takes members 24 to 48 hours to open
them.

Everything from last year’s strategy was implemented or achieved except placing the Quick
Clippers on the website. This will be done this
year.

penditures of $485 which will increase to $540
next year. I will write to these members to see
if they would be willing to get a PDF version
emailed to them to save the Club some money
and ask for donations. The Clipper was published four times this year. On May 1 Christopher Sumpton, did the layout of 36 pages, June
15 28 pages Richard Slee, August 15 Richard
Slee, 32 pages and October 15 Arleigh Crawford. Submission deadlines are two weeks before the publishing date. We have a budget for
an average of 32 pages per issue. The Chair
had to do the layout and editing this year for
two issues which has never happened in the
past. In June no one volunteered and in August
Elizabeth Rose did, however the purchase of a
new Apple QuarkXPress program would have
been $900. She tried using other programs and
was unsuccessful. Christopher Sumpton used
Adobe’s InDesign in May which presented a
challenge. We will continue to use those software programs that volunteers are comfortable
with i.e. Adobe InDesign, Apple QuarkXPress,
and Microsoft Publisher. This will allow us to
engage more members for layout. Templates
have been developed for Publisher, InDesign
and QuarkXPress. The Chair selected Island
Studios for printing the Clipper as the increase
was small and in past years other bidders have
been substantially above their bid. We have
encouraged more articles from members, and
continued the Rear Commodore's popular
"Safety Corner". This year we have included
lots of 125th and historical articles to celebrate
our 125th Anniversary as well as having the
125th logo on the Clipper’s headers.

Clipper
We continued to mail the print Clipper out to
those individuals who hold out of town memberships (14 up from 9 last year) and HonouWebsite
rary members who are not able to get to the
Club (29 down from 33 last year). Postage costs
Mark MacRae our Webmaster implemented at
went up almost 60% resulting in postage exthe beginning of the year a new layout and
Sent Bounces Opened Click Clicks Unsubscribes look to the website for the
125th Anniversary celebrations.
Rate
27
0 The mast head includes the
339
0
66.67% 6.19%
45
0 new 125th Logo designed by
339
0
69.62% 5.90%
3
0 Yves Florak. There is also now
339
0
67.85% 0.29%
80
0 a twitter feed on the main page
339
0
69.03% 17.70%
19
0 and direct links to our most
339
1
70.41% 4.14%
14
0 popular pages. Overall struc339
1
66.86% 1.78%
0
0 ture of the site remains the
339
0
68.73% 0.00%
15
0 same. Mark MacRae completed
339
1
70.71% 3.25%
10
0 with ISport implementing the
353
0
67.71% 1.98%
0
0 new LTS registration and pay353
0
62.04% 0.00%
90
0 ment system on the website.
354
0
71.75% 16.95%

Statistics on last month’s Sent Campaigns
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Board Updates
Membership

Zane bringing their Tanzer 22 “Easy Go” into
the club for the first time and Paul Lehal

Nick Abrahams, membership@qcyc.ca
In this last edition of
the Clipper for 2014 I
will focus on our new
members, total membership to date, the
number of boats, trying
to coordinate new
boats with the limited
available moorings and
finally The Boat Show.
My first year as Membership Chair is coming
to a close and I am happy to say if elected, I
will be continuing in this role for 2015. One of
the highlights of being the Membership Chair
is meeting so many of our amazing members
and getting to know them all by name. When
Linda and I joined in 2011 it was easy to get
to know those who joined, especially during
the New Members Night introduction, but it
takes time to get to know others. Being the
Membership Chair has given me the opportunity to meet more and more members every
day which is very rewarding. I know there are
more of you out there so please find me to say
hello.
New Members
Going forward, I plan to publish pictures of
our new members in either the Clipper or
Quick Clipper. This way there should be no
confusion as to who those strangers walking
around the Club are. Please make our new
members feel as welcome as you were made to
feel when you joined and please try to make it
to New Members Night to meet them all. It’s a
lot of fun. In this issue there are pictures of
Tabo Sikaneta and his two boys Shamiso and

Tabo Sikaneta “Easy Go” and his two boys
Shamiso and Zane

Paul Lehal “Initram” and his two boys Devon
and Aidan
“Initram” and his two boys Devon and Aidan.
Total Membership and Boats
Since the May 16th SGM we have added nine
new Senior Membership Units, three Drysail,
19 Associate Members and one Student Member for a total of 41 new members. So far, 10 of
these new members will be introduced at New
Members Night 2015 and I can hardly wait!
This makes the total membership approximately 473 members, which does not include the
114 Honorary and Complimentary Members.
When walking around the Club, I counted 150
boats in the water and about 50 Drysail boats.
The number of boats that haul out at the Club
is around 90 and we usually get it done in
three days. As a reminder, even if you don’t
haul at the Club, we still need your help during Launch and Haulout. A game of Tug of
War can be fun and great exercise too.
Moorings
This was a fun summer trying to coordinate
new boats coming in with hardly any space
available. A big thank you goes to Steve Gigiel
(Moorings) who managed to somehow squeeze
every last boat into the Club even at a last
minutes notice. We currently have some boats
moving around without a permanent spot and
we expect the situation to be about the same
next summer. We haven’t turned away any
new boats yet but we were close this past summer.
The Boat Show
Believe it or not we have started preparations
for the 2015 Boat show and have purchased a
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brand new display. The show is scheduled for
January 10th – 18th and once again our show
coordinators, Sandra Raitz and Douglas Henderson (Two Old Pirates) will be looking for
volunteers to help with the QCYC booth. I will
be sending out announcements towards the
beginning of December in the Quick Clipper
so stay tuned if you would like to volunteer.
In conclusion, I will leave you with this great
quote from David Hall, Past Commodore and
a member of the Board Nominations Committee. “There’s no question that running our
Club is hard work, but we can all attest to the
fact that it’s a very rewarding experience, getting to know your fellow members better than
ever, and understanding how this great Club
of ours provides us with so much.”
(Commodore continued from page 3)

bers. Be it spending inordinate amounts of time
working on the various projects, racing on
Wednesday nights, helping out on the Race
Committee, participating in the many events,
just helping each other out on the various
things we have to do to maintain and operate
our boats or simply greeting members and
guests alike with a smile and a friendly hello. It
is the members who make Queen City, the
special place it is and not simply a place where
we tie up our boats and have a restaurant
where we can eat.
While I am going to miss the privilege of representing the Club, it is also time for a change to
continue to re-invigorate the Club and its direction.
This is my last contribution to the Clipper as
Commodore and I have to say it has been an
extraordinary honour and an absolute pleasure
in representing the Club in this role. Over the
years I have spent on the Board, I have had the
pleasure of working together with so many
wonderful, smart, capable people who loved
this Club as much as I do. I want to thank
everyone not just the Board members but the
entire membership for their support, comments, suggestions, even guidance sometimes
over the years. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
last two years and I am going to miss all of it.
So now it is time to do more sailing!

Board Updates
Moorings
Steve Gegiel, moorings@qcyc.ca
Moorings got off to a
great start in 2014; we got
City View Dock back in
position, we replaced
tyres and chains in red
section, and the water
levels came up to average
(and remained so). It was
a great start.

Bush, Alan Saunders, Neil Garscadden and
John McLeod and the all the others that
helped.
For those that missed the Quick Clipper, here
again are the fall orders:
When you leave your spot for the season take
all the lines with you. I don't care if you think
someone else put them on, if you've been using
them for the season you are the one. If no one

And then the wheel came off the cart, literally.
Before we could drag all the tools around behind us we had to replace a wheel on the little
red cart.

used them all season the question is why didn't
you take them off earlier? And be nice to them,
tie them in a pillow case and run them through
the wash (fabric softener is a good touch).
Make sure your dock box is securely attached
to the dock, ground, something, and do not
think its weight alone will stop it moving. And
make sure the lid is attached, securely. Make
sure you remove, drain and store your hoses.
Put your electrical cords in your locker, or dock
box or take them home. Do not leave the detritus of your summer behind. Do not create
jetsam or create opportunities for flotsam to
appear. The winter wind finds any weakness
and exploits it like a doe eyed child at Christmas. Put your toys away when you've finished
playing!!!!!
And if you ignore all of these recommendations
the "Black Ghost" will be coming from Klaipeda to visit us.

It went downhill from there. The dinghy ramp
decided it did not like the wall anymore and
tried to make a dash for it. Trevor McGrath,
Ron Mazza, Nikolay Roshtainsky, Lynda Chubak and a host of others wrestled it back into
place and made it serviceable. A big thank you
to all of them.

Planning
Trevor Spurr, planning@qcyc.ca
The building of the new
Locker Block and Learn
to Sail Building has
meant that the physical
and financial resources of
the Club have been concentrated in this area so
big new projects have not
been undertaken and has
afforded an opportunity
for Planning to undertake other tasks.

Andy Oaks took a dive and got one of our big
mooring blocks back for us, thank you Andy.
He marked it with a line and a fender. I spent
the next few days defending the fender from all
comers, as everyone seemed to think it was fair
game. Every boat coming down the lagoon
made a run for it. On the Saturday we got the
chain and tyre in place.
The Algonquin Queen II ramp broke. We had
wanted to put railings on it. The cost of that
and the repair came out at only a little short of
a new replacement ramp. The new ramp will
have railings, and be cantilevered so that when
the Algonquin Queen II dock rises above the
height of the wall the dock will not be damaging the ramp. This will be done before next
spring.

Since the present incumbent is neither an engineer nor a builder, having pursued a more
cerebral line of study (Arts!), various governance issues have received some attention rather
than the physical development of the Club.
As required by AODA (Accessibility for Ontarions With Disabilities Act) the Club has adopted a policy addressing how we communicate
with the disabled as widely defined by the
legislation. As part of the implementation of
the policy the staff received some training
which I would hope will become a more systematic effort next year.

I thank all those that contributed and installed
lines for the visitors in the vacant med moorings. Thank you George Johnson et al.
We have started getting ready for fall maintenance. We have refurbished tyres on hand and
will be replacing “sinkers” after the boats are
hauled. A Big thanks to the barge crew, Frank

Since AODA largely is concerned with how we
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deal with our “customers”, there is no present
requirement for the Club to do more for its
Members who may have some degree of disability but this is an opportunity to see if some
effort cannot be made to make life easier for
disabled Members or their families and visitors. Often improvements for disabled persons
will be of benefit to all.
For this reason, I am forming a subcommittee
to look at areas of improvement that may
include ramps (good for bundle buggies, walkers and wheelchairs), format of printed materials and web access to name a few.
Also a few baby steps have been taken towards developing a policy to deal with harassment type complaints so complainants (let’s
hope we do not have any) and the Club will
know what to do so as to avoid long term
effects for those harmed and protection for the
Club from expensive legal processes.
Besides these two policy projects there are two
other projects that are being developed under
the Planning umbrella.
A subcommittee continues to look into a redesign of the clubhouse basin area to see if a
better and safer design can be found to deal
with the competing uses of this part of the
Club. Docking of the tenders, the race boat,
launching of dinghies and dry sail boats,
pump out, members’ tenders, Learn to Sail
boat launching all take place in a very small
footprint. Interesting ideas will come out of
this work which will result in much discussion
at that time both at the Board and membership level.
Also there is interest in looking at the makeup of the membership of the Club and how it
will develop in future years. It is apparent not
only for our Club but for other social clubs
that the present membership is aging, new
members are needed to sustain the Club and
the means and needs of newer members (the
“millennium generation”) may be different
than in the past. Just as the needs of smaller
boats and their racer owners of the past have
given way to some extent to the needs and
concerns of large boats and cruiser owners, it
is likely a similar change may be coming to
attract younger sailors.
The parameters of this conversation are being

“fleshed out” now and I expect more will come
from this next year.
If anything Planning is doing is of interest to
you, please make yourself known.

Yard
Will Harney, yard@qcyc.ca
Our 125th year also
marked our 125th Launch
and our 125th Haul Out.
Although our club has
grown, and the size of
some of the boats may
have grown, QCYC continues to meet Marine
Yard needs with launching and hauling systems
that are retro inspired, if not Victorian. Granted, with speed and efficiency rivalled only by
German trains.
To keep this well oiled machine running and
reliable, preventative maintenance and upgrades to Marine Yard equipment is budgeted
and completed on an ongoing basis. The most
significant aspects of the operation are the
Winch and Yard Ways. The Winch is running
well and is capable of hauling and launching
our current fleet. We have consulted with manufacturers of hauling equipment to get estimates for replacement of the Winch should our
current system become unserviceable as a contingency. Our current plan is to maintain the
Winch for as long as it responds to treatment.
The Ways are in generally good condition and
repairs continue to be done to replace any
sleepers and ways that are suspect. It may be
necessary to re-arrange the Yard if the mix of
boats in the Club trends to longer LOA. We
completed a block of new temporary ways last
year and will build additional temporary ways
until we have the two ways at the north end of
the Yard configured for removal and replacement to accommodate the expanded Drysail
and Dinghy areas. This will minimize the work
and time required to change over the Yard each
season giving us all more time to sail.
The DrySail area surface needs improvement
and the budget and timing for this up-grade is
in the medium to long term plan. This plan-
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ning effort is a priority and your input is needed. Please contact Yard or Planning to get involved.
The Mast Crane was modified this year by
Nick Mather and Laurence Concannon to improve the boom geometry. Bucking the retro
trend, we took a step to powering the mast
crane to speed up stepping and un-stepping
masts.
I often get questions about why QCYC stores
keelboats on cradles with masts off. As Bob
Dylan wrote after spending some time at
QCYC, “The answer my friends, is blowin’ in
the wind, the answer is blowin’ in the wind”.
Not having masts on boats allows our Victorian
cradle system to do its job. The cradles are
designed to hold a boat upright, but not resist
the side load of a bare pole in a gale.
To ensure the cradles get the job done, our
intrepid Cradle Inspection Team headed by
Keith Aldridge, ably assisted by Doug Henderson completed cradle inspections and provided
notice to senior members that needed repairs
and up-grades to their cradles. To counter all of
the excitement and focus on our origins as we
celebrated our 125th Anniversary, Keith Aldridge and Arleigh Crawford have taken Cradle Inspection and Reporting squarely into the
21st Century with a web based app that lets you
determine the status of your cradle on qcyc.ca.
To make this easier and to help justify your
smart phone, we implemented Cradle Tags
with QR codes that you can scan to access the
information in real time.
The same tagging system will be rolled out for
DrySail Boats, Dinghys and small craft as part
of our effort to better organize the Yard and
provide equitable storage options for our members. As a reminder, if you, yes I mean you,
have a small boat in the Yard, you need a tag.
Please see Laura in the office to get your boat
tags up-dated. This will avoid having them
photographed and posted for sale on Kijiji.
To assist in the Launch and Haul Out of
properly tagged boats, we have completed the
installation of our new DrySail Hoist. The
upgrade was made to address chronic reliability
issues with the old hoist and to speed Launch
and Haul Out and operator safety with a 21 st
Century multi-speed unit. This has eased congestion in the ramp and DrySail areas for races
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and regattas and ultimately allows for expansion of our dynamic racing program. Thanks
to Rob Hupfield and the DrySail Posse for
putting the volunteer hours in to get this project completed.
Finally, we occasionally have a few vacancies
in the Yard for Winter Storage. If you are new
to the Club and have not previously stored
your boat at QCYC or are interested in saving
a pant load of cash by storing a boat you store
elsewhere at the Club please see me.

(Fleet continued from page 4)

I also plan to continue to be on the Committee
with the Rear Commodore in the selection and
acquisition for a replacement of the Robbins
and work with the new Fleet Captain to figure
out the best solution to add a bike rack to the
Algonquin Queen II.
The last two years has allowed me to work
with great people who give an incredible
amount of time to run and make Queen City a
great club to be a member of. If you can, run
for the Board it is a great and rewarding experience.
Have a great winter and hopefully the ice will
melt early next year.

year.
During the winter months I hope to be working with the new Fleet Captain to put together
a plan over the winter to haul the Algonquin
Queen II in our yard in future years saving
our members up to $5,000 in storage and hauling fees. This will also make it more cost effective when we need to do repairs as well.

(House continued from page 6)

We had some problems with mink in the
Club, just when we got rid of the raccoons.
We called PCO /Orkin to trap them but after
three weeks, none were caught. Looking forward we will have to screen in the areas
where they are getting in.
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This is my last year serving on the Board. It
has been my great pleasure working with
everyone on the Board for the last two years
but it is time to move on in order to give
someone else the opportunity to bring new
ideas to the House and the Board. See you in
the yard.

Channel Markers
A poem by Chris Borgal
The green ones
Are flat-topped
And were once called cans
When they were black.
But when we come back
It's the red ones we seek
A pointed dialogue
On the right side of the Creek.
— C. Borgal

Board Updates
Learn to Sail
Eric Whan, learntosail@qcyc.ca
Some Heartwarming
Cheese
I love cheese; I like a
really good macaroni at
the end of a cold wet day
and the beginning of a
colder night; Quattro
formagio and Brunello in
a good pizza joint. A
lasagna flung out of a
gimballed oven during a fast roundup. So,
sometimes cheesy nautical metaphors are naturally irresistible. Such is what follows.
With this, my last foreseeable Clipper entry,
it’s a full 720 for me. That’s what we used to
call the consequence of an RRS Part 2 infraction. Full circles, two times around. Nowadays,
it’s two tacks and two gybes.
In my case, the first turn was signing up for my
local junior club on Wards in the mid 80’s and
then leaving the sport to pursue, and pay for, a
bit of education. The second circle was, aptly, a
return to QCYC, volunteering on our Board
with the Learn to Sail (LTS) portfolio. Come
this December, I will take a step back to create
more space for important personal things.
Sailing is among the top three of those, and I
am not going anywhere. So maybe I haven’t
properly completed that fourth manoeuvre. I
still hope I’ll be exonerated as I step down
from the Board, and create space for new
thinking. It’s time for the next watch to get up
on deck.
Enough from me, except to offer a great deal of
gratitude to all of the Club who made everything it has accomplished over the past five
years happen; in all areas, not just LTS. It has
been heartwarming to have been part of what I
think will be seen as a prodigious era for
QCYC as a whole.

Queen City’s next LTS Chair has lots to look
forward to. We have an awesome team of
coaches who (as of time of writing) are keen to
be welcomed back in 2015 (please don’t piss
them off between now and the spring). Coach-

ing continuity is gold. The Club’s teaching
facilities are better than they have ever been.
There is a vision for the future that sees Queen
City’s LTS program as an affordable boutique
program that creates the ethos of community,
teamwork, and performance with fun and
learning as fundamental values.

With that vision in mind, QCYC has been able
to extend the programming season and age
range within which we train people in dinghies,
and fully sustain its keelboat program. Our
adult evening dinghy courses, first piloted in
2013, gained critical mass in 2014. We hooked
up some great people whom I am sure will
become dedicated participants in the sport we
love most.
Like on any boat (cheese snacks anyone?),
there are challenges ahead. The Club’s fleet of
coach boats is aging rapidly and a few of them
have reached their due date for repowering.
Standards have evolved, too, such that larger
RIBs have been shown to be the most effective
crash boats, and necessary in the waters off
Kingston and Port Credit where the major
regattas in which QCYC participates are held.
In the midst of this, it will be important not to
lose sight of the ongoing need to maintain a
quality fleet of sailing boats.
The LTS and all other dinghies in the Club
remain challenged by our limited launch facility. The drysail ballasted boats don’t have it
much easier. So I am grateful for the team
currently looking closely at these challenges
and drawing up solutions.
Longer term, QCYC needs to be able to predict
the profile of the future sailor who will feel
inspired to call herself a member here. I’m
thrilled to be able to say that there is a team
working on this, too. From my observations in
and outside of Toronto and well beyond Canada, healthy clubs have thriving junior programs, and lock-free gateways for adults of all
ages to get involved or re-immerse at flexible
price points. QCYC is doing that, and we can
do more.

This brings us back to the cheesy 720 analogy
(sorry, I meant the Part Two infraction exoneration thing). I was too slow to execute between
circles. More than 15 years elapsed between
when I stopped sailing seriously and regularly,
and resumed sailing recreationally but also
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regularly. My call to action for all of you is,
what can QCYC do to help float existing
sailors through that difficult life-stage chasm,
and attract new ones to the sport during it?
We all know it is therapeutic.
I want to hear the word splash more. It’s a
beauty; almost as good as cheese.

Queen City Cruising
Season 2014
By Pat Whetung
We express a note of gratitude to our cruising
co-ordinators Dianne Taylor, Halszka Weiss,
Marceleina Weiss, and Brad Hearn. They
worked with our cruising contacts at the Etobicoke Yacht Club (EYC) and the Niagara on
the Lake Sailing Club (NOLSC). If you have
yet to experience an organized reciprocal club
cruise, it’s a great way to enjoy destinations
around the lake with other Queen City cruisers.
EYC - July Long Weekend
EYC cruise was a short cruise, earlier in the
season, which allowed new sailors or members
with new boats, to take time to gain experience
without a huge commitment. On future dates,
we’ll avoid cruises to hosts with regattas and
additional cruise-ins on the same date. Keep in
mind, short distance cruises allow partners and
guests to visit by land. It’s usually the first
cruise so it’s like a ‘shake down’ for future
trips. Why not try the short cruise next year?
NOLSC - August Long Weekend
The cruise to NOLSC gave MY engine a good
run back and forth across the lake. It was a test
for all light wind sailors. We thank NOLSC for
inviting us to their popular destination. The
Queen City cruisers like to travel in style. We
enjoyed outstanding appetizers for the social
on Saturday night. Bike rentals, wine tours,
theatre performances and shopping provided
land-based fun. Too bad the goddess of the
winds missed our memo to provide fair winds.
We thank the Rear Commodore, Graham
Dougall for our ‘attitude adjusting’ beverages
(Continued on page 13)
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Club cruising provides safety and support in
numbers. Plan to join us next year…you’ll love
it. If you’re good at organizing, love cruising
and you are willing to help, let us know. It’s an
opportunity to reach out to the sailing community around the lake.

Hinchley did a beautiful pen made from Bluenose II restoration wood which we auctioned
off in August along with two other pens that
he did specifically for the 125th Anniversary
made from wood from the Queen’s Wharf
with coins and stamps from the 1890s (see the
article in this Clipper). We also offered DVDs
of the movie for sale which can still be bought
from the Office for $20.

QCYC 125th
Anniversary

On June 15, 2014 there was the Blessing of
the Boats and the 130th Anniversary of St.
Andrews Island Church which Pat Whetung
attended and promoted our 125th Anniversary.

Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca

On August 15, 2014 we held a Heritage GAM

consumed at the socials.

125th Anniversary celebrations have wound
down for this year and I would like to thank
the 125th Committee comprised of Pat
Whetung, Don Hinchley, Joan Allison, Tony
Araujo and Yves Florack for their hard work.
We have continued to use Yves Florack’s logo
on the Quick Clipper and Clipper mastheads
and the new placemats in the Bight@QCYC,
and we have been providing you with History
Bites every two weeks (if you missed some see
the article in this Clipper). The 125th brochure
designed by Yves Florack with a brief history of
the Club that I wrote has proved popular. If
you have not picked one up it is available in
the Office for members. The brochure was also
distributed at the Island Tour, the Council of
Commodores and at the Plaque Dedication
ceremonies. The new 3’ by 6’ 125 th Flag designed by Yves Florack has been flying from
the starboard spar of the flag pole all this year.

On August 16, 2014 we held a 125th Anniversary Commodore’s Ball at the Club. Philly
Chatterton, the Entertainment Chair, arranged

Pat Whetung at blessing of the boats by Peter
Ashby
for a big band which was very well received. 97
members attended (about the average for the
Commodore’s Ball). A number of members
wore dress of the 1890s-1910s and looked
spectacular.

Deborah de Lange cutting birthday cake by
Don Hinchley
and Celebration at Club which was held from
7-9 pm in the Great Hall and was well attended. The Club’s heritage was discussed with a
number of long term members sharing interesting memories. Deborah de Lange made a

We coordinated with the Rear Commodore on
125th Burgees. We placed 62 orders for the
sewn burgee, 11 Past Commodores with tails
and one Commodore’s and 110 printed burgees. If you have not picked up your preordered sewn burgees do so now or they will be
sold to a member who wants them. There are
still printed 125th burgees available.
On June 14, 2014 we held an old Movie Night
with some new clips that we acquired last year
that were stowed away in the Office safe and
were converted to digital last year. The set are
from a J. Walter Thompson and an R. L. Johnston which was shot on 8mm film. The final
clip is from Peter Broecker and shows the use
to which dregate was put in the late 1960s. Don

really nice birthday cake which everyone enjoyed.

Richard Slee and Mary Harsant in period dress
by Don Hinchley
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Even though the celebration of our 125th Anniversary are over we still have to publish the
125th History book and transfer records for the
last 25 years to the Toronto Archives in 2015.
(Communications continued from page 7)

This worked well. We had to purchase a SSL
Certificate (for security – mandatory for online
payments and registrations) for five years at
$397.51. This certificate can be used if we proceed with online payment for events or club
invoices. The Heart Bleed Bug unfortunately
affects this certification and potentially leaves
financial and confidential information open to
hackers. Go Daddy has plugged the hole and
reset the certificate for us.
We set up the new caterer’s pages and added
the new restaurant and bar hours to the website. The caterer was given access to the new
restructured website as he requested. The tender schedules were updated with some glitches
and the new Manager Laura Vanek was shown
how to update the tender schedules online and
has done a great job of keeping it up to date.
The Tender apps in Apple and Android are
working.
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

As of September 20 we have 284 (last year 277)
members registered (out of 366 – last year 314)
of those 177 (last year 171) are Senior Members (out of 149, last year 148 - which includes
unit members). QCYC’s website is ranked 1.8
millionth in the world in terms of website traffic, RCYC 3 millionth, ABYC 4.1 millionth and
PCYC 9 millionth. The top web pages accessed
as of September 14 are:
Tender Schedule
25531
Board of Directors
24835
17334
Racing Talk
Photo Galleries
16586
13159
Tender
10982
Members
Visitors Information
9223
Wednesday Series
8986
8022
Membership Categories
For Sale
7725
Facilities
7710
7646
Youth Sailing Camp
Sailing
7583
6713
Club Calendar
Restaurant
6467
6333
Learn to Sail
A partial reconciliation was done in August of
members and website registrations in accordance with Board policy. Arleigh Crawford the
Assistant Webmaster implemented the ability
to search on boat name in the online Membership Roster and developed an online report on
cradles with pictures with Yard. He has also
started work on an online Work Hours Submission program. The pictures galleries have
been updated for 2013 and 14. There were
approximately 3,300 pictures submitted in 2013
-14, a record number (30% more). We have
added old Clippers from 1960 to 1967 and
there are more to be added that were acquired
from the Toronto Archives. These will be uploaded as time permits. We continue to load
archival materials in the new archives section
of the website (under Our Spirit) which will
preserve charts/maps, documents, drawings/
paintings, newspaper articles, photos, publications, stories and videos. Un-moderated Discussion Boards have been implemented though
continue to be not heavily used. We will evaluate and implement Drupal Calendar in 2015
(we did not have the time in 2013 or 2014). It
has been a challenge encouraging Directors to

keep up to date the listing of current jobs available for members on the Members-Only section of the website. We reviewed a work hours
application that ABYC had developed and the
Management Committee and I found it to be
overkill and too expensive. The Assistant Web
Master Arleigh Crawford has been working on
the design of an online work hours submission
system which we hope to have up and running
for the new year. There was a suggestion to
look at the design of the front page of the website to see if we could more clearly identify the
Club and keep the events up to date or remove
them from the front page.
I explored the ability to make online payments
and to register for events on the Website with
the Webmaster, new Entertainment Chair and
the Treasurer. He brought this forward to the
Board in March and proposed using the same
company as we are using for LTS registration
for event registration and payment. A number
of Directors expressed concern and it was suggested we wanted a system that could register
people for all types of activities including nonpayment types e.g. Club races – Wednesday
Night Series, WSR, Last Chance Cup, Spinnaker and work parties. This would not work
with using the outside company that makes its
profits with a 2% charge on each transaction.
Currently we don’t have the resources to program or implement such a comprehensive
registration system. We will explore having a
non-payment registration system and a payment registration system.
Other Communications Vehicles
We have set up two Twitter accounts QCYCTOG - General and QCYCTOR – Racing. We
are pursuing members who create videos and
encourage them to post them on the QCYC
Video YouTube Channel. Keith Nunn continues to tweet for the Communications Twitter
account. Tweets are now fed to the home page
of our website along with Racing and Learn to
Sail Tweets. The account is more active with
123 followers up from 53 followers on November 1, 2013 and I would encourage members to
sign up as followers.
Telephone Committee
I was not able to find a new Chair for the telephone committee which meant the committee
was not used this year. The Committee questioned the effectiveness of this type of Commit14

tee given all of the other means we have of
communicating.
Photo Awards
Terry O'Neill was nominated for best picture
showing QCYC Spirit and Boris Steipe for best
picture this year. They were awarded at the

Awards Banquet on September 27, 2014.
Budget Review
Forecast expenditures to September 30th are
forecast at $6,550 on a budget of $6,500, a
shortfall of $50. Revenues from advertisers in
the Clipper are $2,780.40 which is $280.40
over budget. I have requested the same expense budget of $6,500 and the same revenue
budget $2,500 for 2014/15.
Survey in 2015
It was proposed to redo the Communications
Survey that was done four years ago in February 2015. This requires Board’s approval. It
was also suggested that the Board might want
to update other surveys that had been done at
that time (Entertainment, Locker, Sailing Program).
Chair’s Position in 2016
I asked members to consider running for Chair
of Communications at the AGM in 2015 as he
will only be running again at the AGM in 2014
for 2015. He would encourage someone to
volunteer to shadow him this year.

Feature Articles
Dedication of Queen City Yacht
Club Learn To Sail Building
Al Rae Jr.

Photo of Al Rae Jr. at Dedication by Don
Hinchley
My dad, Al Rae, Sr., was the driving force behind creating our Junior Club (now the Learn
to Sail program), launching the idea in 1952.
Of note, our Club was the first on the Lake to
offer instruction to girls as well as boys…my
dad’s idea. The first instructor was my friend,
Laurie Muir, Jr.; then I took over for the next
three years.

2009 photo of QCYC junior racers by Steve
Behal

The first Junior Clubhouse was Bill Churchill’s old boat house on a
sandy beach, south of the
ma i n cl ub ho u se…
current reference… near
the end of the first locker
2004 Old Junior Club building by David Hartman
block in the red mooring
area. The founding fleet
consisted of half a dozen 8’ sabot prams, donatportant new building, one that will provide a
ed by members, augmented by four 12’ cat
solid, long term foundation to the legacy my
boats donated by the RCYC…these were
dad started. I feel he is with us today in spirit
called “brutal beasts” for good reason.
and know he is proud that his initial vision of
the importance of the junior sailing proThe senior club continued to support the junior
gramme to the Club remains strong and that
club and from those humble beginnings and
it is an important part of the fabric of our
with the help of many dedicated Junior Club
heritage and to our future.
Chairs, the programme grew from strength to
strength. The senior club
has directly benefited as
a result, as Queen City
junior sailors have consistently carried the Club
burgee to the front of the
fleet. Junior club graduates have become senior
members and families
like Lye, Milne, Pitcher,
Eckersley, Thomas, and
Ingall, to name but a few,
have been and are, major
contributors to our success on the race course
while the reinforcing the
unique character the
Club ashore.
Photo of Commodore Steve Hills at Dedication by Don Hinchley
Over the past 62 years
the Junior Club has been a bit of a gypsy shifting to various locales around the grounds but
now, in the Club’s 125th year, the Learn to Sail
programme has finally found a permanent
home and a strong commitment of support as
well as a testimony to the importance of this
programme to our Club by the Board and
members. It gives me personal pleasure to have
been selected as your architect for this im15

(p.s. Dad was a skipper at the Shellback Club,
as was I. The Shellback Club is a weekly winter gathering of those who love the lore and
legend of the sea. The Shellback motto is “in
all respects ready for sea.” I feel this is a worthy goal for our instructors to impart to our
Learn to Sail graduates)
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Sailing trip July 2014
By Beverly Dywan on “Evelina”

goose poo that occupies much of the green
space of marinas, you will need to suspend
your sense of smell, and clothes pins are a
convenient and easy to use nasal tool.
4. Regarding fashion - Yoga pants are the 'new
plus ultra' accessory of the summer. Perfect for
wearing on deck, heading to the sometimes
sketchy marina showers, or dining out at the
nicest bistro in a small town. Brushing hair is
optional, and makeup completely redundant.
Ignorance is blissful - if you never look at yourself in the mirror, you will never see what
others do.

I am not much of a sailor. But being introduced
to the sport at age 50+ has provided me with
new ways to observe behaviour, activities and
people.
This summer I accompanied my husband, who
is a keen sailor, on a two-week return trip from
Toronto Island to Kingston. Full disclosure - we
tried a similar, shorter trip last year during the
hottest week of the summer. We motored almost the entire trip because there was virtually
no wind the entire week. This year we hoped to
actually sail.
I have made a list of observations that have
struck me during the two-week immersion:
1. Two people can sleep on a single bed. Especially if they are used to being in a jail cell,
were raised in a family of 12 with a three bedroom house, or have a fear of open spaces.
2. Being a vegetarian is not an impossibility for
travel along Lake Ontario towns, especially if
you love veggie burgers, iceberg lettuce, veggie
burgers, or veggie burgers.
3. Bringing a dog along on a two-week sailing
trip is a lot of fun. Here's a tip - be sure to
bring clothes pins. Because after three days of
mutt swimming and rolling in the pervasive

5. When the sail cruising book says that a port
is especially nice because it is so quiet, its writers were obviously either hard of hearing or
heavy sleepers. They may not have noticed the
dozen or so fishing charter operators who
trudge along your dock to their power boats
laden down with trays of Tim’s coffee and jerry
cans of gas while it is pitch black out. They are
usually happy people, who like to crack jokes
and laugh with their
customers before they
set out, before 6 am
or so. If they haven't
left that morning,
they have usually left
their high-pitched
beeping alarm system
on, meanwhile sleeping in at home.
6. Fashion tip #2:
underwear can be
turned inside out for
extra days' usage.
Swimsuits can be
very versatile as
breakfast wear, boat
wear, or sleep wear.
Swimming in them is
for insane people
who think jumping
into frigid Lake Ontario, even in the
height of summer, is
a good idea. Nightgowns and PJ s are
best left under the
pillow at home. A tip
on the aforementioned underwear: If
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you have resorted to washing them, and have
the correct size [12+], hanging them off vertical stanchions, etc. can cause them to billow.
This increases your sail power without all the
fuss of raising the spinnaker.
7. Sailors often use their boat names as communications devices. While many choose to
name them after a female loved one, such as
'Babe' or 'Trynhookr', others broadcast their
interests: "Spending UR Inheritan$e II", "Get
it Wet", "Knotty Buoys", "Licensed to Chill",
and, sometimes just observations on their
personal condition "Sotally Tober", or "A
Frican Queen".
8. Although it is usual to drive very quickly on
land, this is a novel concept on water. After a
few days, 5.4 knots (about 11 km per hour) is
positively zippy. Traveling for three hours to a
place you can drive to in 25 minutes seems
perfectly reasonable on a boat.
9. It is easy to be inspired by all that water out
there. Drinking on a boat makes the time go
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quickly.
10. When in doubt, nap. Amazingly, this can be
done even when the boat is heeling. (see #9 for
assistance with sleeping).
We had a great time on our two-week trip, and
I learned that I could get to like this sport, a
lot.

The Big Guys
By Chris Borgal
In Halifax, Cunard is pronounced similar to the
French word for duck (Canard). It's the proper
way to pronounce it, regardless of the British
penchant for saying cUnard (emphasis on the
U). How do I know? Cunard was born in Halifax and started his career and shipping line
there (and like me, was a local descendant of
German settlers in the 18th century). A few
years ago, Cunard's QE2 was in Halifax and,
as being there at the time, I drove down to
Eastern Passage on the Dartmouth side of the
harbour to get a better look. Got a fair photo
too, especially as it included, just to the north
of her berth at the deep-sea passenger terminal,
a cluster of dark green tanks that belong to the
local Cunard Oil Co., a company which used to
be the fuelling arm of the Cunard line and
coaled many an ocean liner in its time. (Coaled
and fueled many a house in Halifax too - I
remember distinctly the uproar next door when
the green coal truck backed up and dumped a
load into the neighbour's basement window,
just the other side of our driveway, about a
month after they had converted to Irving Oil
and refinished their basement. They hadn't
notified the company to stop deliveries - but
that's another story).

with professional sailors, the modern equipment available on the bridge, and fully integrated navigation systems? How is it that the
Exxon Valdez could do the same thing? Or a
B.C. ferry? Chalk it up to human error, although instrument error can also play a part.
Now, electronic instruments are wonderful and
highly useful tools. But don't tell me that they
substitute for good common sense (read seamanship). Absolute reliance on mechanical or
electrical devices can get you into trouble in the
best or worst of conditions. There is the story
of a Cruise Ship several years ago which had
an error in its automatic guidance system.
Instead of heading south, it veered to the west
and sailed 16 miles off course before running
aground off the east coast of the U.S. Imagine
the bridge conversation:

Hoping for a better image, the next morning
with the sun rising behind me in the east, I
went back in time to find that she had sailed. I
could see her upper works on the horizon to
the south-west beyond the harbour mouth - she
had already turned towards New York. My
observation was probably one of the last of her
made from land before she, rather infamously,
ran aground off the New England coast.
How is it that a vessel of such size and complexity could do such a seemingly idiotic thing:
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"That global warming is sure having an effect
on
the
planet
skipper!"
"Yer right helm. Amazing that the sun is setting due south this summer!"
Some ship skippers fail to listen to warnings the reader may remember the sobering image
several years ago, taken from a Canadian
Forces Aurora, of a large gypsum carrier
ploughing under a huge swell south of Yarmouth on its way to oblivion - it was the only
ship that left Halifax into the teeth of the huge
storm, against the recommendation of the
harbour authorities (no survivors). Don't bet
that the skippers or helmsmen on those big
ships are necessarily better sailors than you,
or have better judgement. And don't ever bet
that every skipper of such vessels, being true
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professionals, care a hoot about you and your
small vessel, despite what the rules say. Some
don't - it takes miles to stop a large ship and
the skippers and crews are hounded by ship
owners to maximize profits and minimize
transit times.
A friend of mine told a story of setting out as
crew on a trans-Atlantic yacht delivery. They
teamed up with another yacht in New York and
set out for the Azores. About four days out and
at the helm, he figures he nodded off. It was
about 02:30, and when he came to he looked up
at an angle of about 45 degrees to see a red
light on the right and a green one on the left.
The crew roused sufficiently quickly to jump
just as the yacht raised onto the bulb of the
container-ship's bow. They swam hard at right
angles to its course to avoid getting sucked
under by the prop, could see crew lining the
deck looking at them in the water as it went by,
and saw the name on the transom as the ship
sailed on - it didn't even reduce its engine
RPMs. Luckily the other yacht was following at
about a mile, found them all, and returned to
New York. En route, they radioed the USCG
who detained the ship and charged the skipper.
The upshot? The ship's log read "Collision with
small craft at sea. No survivors."
Many years ago, I was drifting in still air about
a mile south of Goderich, off the Lake Huron
shore. A friend of mine was about one mile
further out, with sails up and engine problems.
But on a hot Sunday afternoon, who cares? the wind would come up later in the day and
he could sail the short distance home or get a
tow from another boat. A lake freighter had
steam up in the harbour and I watched as she
edged out between the break walls into the
open lake, the depth at that location exceeding
the dredged 50 feet of the outer harbour. It
turned southerly and moments later my friend
was on the radio asking what the hell they
were doing coming straight at them like that?
No reply. Using the starter motor to turn the
prop and an oar, the sailing crew were able to
move their vessel scant feet out of the Laker’s
course, just as the lake vessel blew four warning whistles. Then a very agitated and nervoussounding Laker skipper (or helmsman) got on
the VHF having agreed to go to channel 71
with the protesting sailing boat:

"You keep your damned little boats out of our
way. I'm sick of a bunch of amateurs getting in
our path. We're restricted by our draft"
So another skipper got on the radio:
"Vessel A---way. This is ***. I'm the Marine
Reporting and Safety Officer for the Goderich
Power and Sailing Squadron and I am positioned one mile east of S--. I don't get paid for
this so I guess I am an amateur, but I do know
a bit about what I'm doing and so do many of
the sailing skippers here. You executed a turn
in deep water where you were not restricted by
a channel or your draft and nearly ran down a
becalmed sailing vessel with engine trouble.
That's illegal and you could be charged. Do
you copy? Over"
There was no response and, in retrospect, we
probably should have pursued the issue with
the authorities. A few weeks later, the same
Laker very nearly collided with several sailboats in a major short-handed race, having
apparently made no effort to alter its course to
a safer heading. That skipper was a menace.
But so, to be fair, are the countless small craft
owners who do interfere with the navigation of
large ships in narrow channels such as the St.
Lawrence and the St. Clair rivers. So be careful. And give them lots of sea room.
Lessons learned:
1. They're bigger than you, so try to stay out of
their way - regardless of your rights.
2. Remember that large ships are controlled by
people, just like you, who - regardless of their
training - have purely human failings.

Wavelets
A poem by Chris Borgal
See those ripples?
There?
Just there?
At the Harbour mouth?
Racing up
By the moorings?
What made them
Or who?
A boat?
Or a breath
of fresh air?
And how far away
Were they made?
Today?
Like a butterfly's beat
In a breeze
Causing the future
To freeze
Or dinosaurs
To melt away?
Gilt by the sun
They dance as they run
Wetting the rocks
On the far cove's shore.
Now only a memory
But the precursor
For more.
— C. Borgal

3. Technology is wonderful, but should not be
relied on to the exclusion of all else. Check and
re-check the information reported by instruments - if the information seems inconsistent, it
probably is.
4. If you plan to sail off shore, GPS is a good
idea. So, a backup is essential. But the
knowledge of how to use it is even more so.
Take some courses.

Photo by Don Hinchley
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With the clarification that this applies only to
vessels under the mandate of the Fleet Captain.

Race Committee Signal Vessel
Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
I suspect that the scuttlebutt engine at the Club
has floated talks on a new Race Committee
Signal Vessel. This is the first of an ongoing
updates to the membership on this. The Robbins is long in the tooth with patches on patches. The Fleet Captain has concerns whether she
will be safe next year. It's like an old car; how
much do you waste in repairs before buying a
replacement anyway? For example, is it worthwhile to replace a failed engine at a cost in the
range of $10,000, replace a fallen signal mast,
etc.
Before looking at procuring a replacement for
the Robbins, we really need to understand what
type and number of vessels the Club should be
operating. To that end, the Board struck a committee to examine that question and then what
should be done with respect to the Robbins. At
the March 20, 2014 meeting of the Board of
Directors of The Queen City Yacht
Club:Motion: Graham Dougall, seconded by
Philip Rodrigues Singer
The Rear Commodore and Fleet Captain are to
co-chair a committee to review and provide
recommendations on the Club’s immediate
fleet vessel needs. The committee shall have
broad participation from the membership and
shall report to the Board within four months.
Motion Carried
The Committee was co-chaired by the Rear
Commodore and Fleet Captain with the following as members: Peter Ashby, John Ball, Franke
Bushe and David Hall. The committee met
several times and submitted two documents to
the August meeting of the Board.
1. Report to Board of Queen City Yacht From
The QCYC Joint Sailing Program Fleet
Review Committee on Fleet Evolution on
The Ongoing Evolution of QCYC Fleet
Vessels
2. The Requirements for Race Committee
Vessels for The Queen City Yacht Club
(QCYC) Version 3
Both are available with the August Board Meet-

ing Minutes (Member-Only section of the website at http://www.qcyc.ca/?q=node/1855) and I
recommend you read both of them for additional information not covered in this article.
The latter describes what is needed in the way
of a Race Committee Signal Vessel and what’s
not good in such a vessel. Like photography,
what makes a good RC Signal Vessel is hard to
articulate, but easy to recognize in a vessel. So
there are a number of pictures of RC vessels
with their pro’s and con’s to help evaluate
prospective vessels. These pictures came from
the Internet using a search for Race Committee
Signal Vessels. I came across one picture and
thought that’s like what we have; only to realize that it’s a picture of the Robbins. Then I did
a search for the Harold S Robbins and found a
number of pictures of our vessel, including the
one on the cover of the document. This document also describes the major drawback as the
Robbins as a RC Signal Vessel such as being
steel and lack of speed. This document has
been developed over a number of years in the
anticipation that Robbins would need to be
replaced.
The former document is the formal recommendments of the Committee with explanations behind them.
The Committee put forth two motions and
asked the Board to approve them, as follows:
Motion: Graham Dougall, seconded by the
Lawrence Reiber
That the Board accept and endorse Recommendation in this Report:
Recommendation 1 – QCYC Maintain Three
Vessel Fleet
That QCYC maintain a three vessel fleet practice of
1. Large passenger vessel similar to AQII
2. Small passenger vessel similar to the Pontoon Boat
3. Combined Race Committee Signal Vessel,
work boat and backup passenger vessel
similar to the Harold S Robbins
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Motion: Graham Dougall, seconded by the
Lawrence Reiber
That the Board accept and action Recommendation 2, 3, 4 and 5 in this Report
Recommendation 2 – Develop Plan to replace
M.V. Harold S. Robbins
Recommendation 3 – Have Passing Sea Trials
a Condition of Purchase
Recommendation 4 – M.V. Harold S. Robbins
Contingency for 2015
Recommendation 5 – Update the members
By directing the Fleet Captain, with the support of the Rear Commodore, to implement
these recommendations, following the recommended schedule, short of any commitment
on behalf the Club or expenditure by the
Club. Any commitment on behalf of the Club
or expenditure by Club will require the necessary approval by the Board or membership, as
appropriate. With the clarification that the
approval of the membership will be on the
expenditure and financing mechanism for the
replacement vessel.
Both motions passed.
The reason for the split is that Recommendation 1 deals with the practices of the Club and
the others are for the implementation of that
policy in a specific circumstance. The Board
could have approved the first and had issues
with the others.
With the passage of the motions, the Committee is hard at work on the finalizing the next
steps such as:
1. Financial Plan
a) Costs One time
a.i Base purchase price
a.ii Brokerage and commissions
a.iii Survey
a.iv Sea acceptance trials including a.v
travel & living
a.v Haul out and launch costs
a.viTransport
(Continued on page 24)

WSR—Racing—Open Regatta

Photos by Don Hinchley, Heather Jackson and Genia Vanderkruk
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Commodore’s Ball—125 Gam

Photos by Peter Ashby ,Don Hinchley, and Louise Stewart
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Weenie and Pig Roast

Photos by Don Hinchley, Genia Vanderkruk
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LTS Dedication—Awards

Photos by Don Hinchley and Boris Steipe
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(Signal Vessel continued from page 19)

a.vii Adding the necessary Race Committee Signal Vessel changes and
equipment
a.viii Cost to upgrade to meet TC
requirements
a.ix Inspection and certification costs
Taxes, duties, licences and other similar charges
a.x Cradle so vessel can be hauled at
the club
b) Projected ongoing for 20 years
2. Funding Source or sources
3. Finalize vessel characteristics (*)
a) Hull shape options
b) Propulsion options, including those
excluded
b.i Inboard
b.i.1 V-Drive
b.ii I/O
b.iii Outboard

c) Fuel options
c.i Diesel
c.ii Gas
d) Size limits so can be hauled on the car at
the Club
d.i Beam - 16 feet and under
d.ii Length - 31 feet and under, exclusive of outboard motors
d.iii Hauling Weight – under 21,000
lbs
4. Search process - Given the expected demise
of the M.V. Harold S. Robbins, when does it
make sense to order a new vessel versus continue searching for a suitable vessel?
While we expect to be able to source a suitable
used vessel at an acceptable price, we would be
remiss in not having the cost of an acceptable
new vessel to use as a benchmark. At the Toronto Island Boat Show 2014, the Rear Commodore and Fleet Captain discussed our requirements for new 29 foot vessel with a build-
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er for new outboard powered vessel that
would be quite suitable for our needs. The
Fleet Captain received a quote that will be
used as our benchmark.
The intent of the Committee and Board is to
have made sufficient progress for a detailed
presentation at the AGM and as appropriate,
request direction of the Membership. This
presentation actually might take longer than
all my reports at previous AGMs.
While this is the first of the updates on this
topic to the Membership, the Committee
would encourage and appreciate if members
could review the detailed documents mentioned above and provide their feedback to the
Rear Commodore, who will distribute them to
the Committee and the Board. And, after
reading the Requirements document, if you
come across a used vessel that might meet our
needs in your travels, please send the Rear
Commodore the particulars.

Board Member Profile
Nick Abrahams
By Richard Slee
Our current Membership Chair, Nick Abrahams started sailing at Camp Ahmek on Canoe Lake in Algonquin Park in the early 70’s.
His two favourite activities at camp were canoe
tripping and sailing. Once his trips were over
he spent his entire time sailing. He learned to

sail on three different types of dinghies;
Aykroyds, Alphas and Albacores. When not at
camp, he and his mother sailed her CS 22 out
of the Toronto Island Marina from 1972 to
1977. She sold the CS 22 in 1977 and Nick
took a three year break from sailing until 1980
when he would rent J22’s from the “The Executive Sailing School” at Harbourfront and Albacores from the Island Sailing School.
He sailed on rented dinghies until in 1985 he
got a real job and had no time for sailing until

the late 90’s when he bought a Laser for his
cottage on Skeleton Lake. He sold the cottage
in 2003 and didn’t step foot on a sail boat until
that fortunate afternoon in 2010 where his wife
Linda Doe and he discovered QCYC and Bev
and Will Harney’s boat Nepenthean.

servant in Ottawa and later in Geneva where
he worked for the United Nations. Nick has
three children, Conor, Lucas and Meryl. Conor
is a Manager of Enterprise Rental Car in Ottawa; Lucas is at Trent University; and Meryl is
finishing grade twelve at Uxbridge High School.

Nick and Linda joined the QCYC at the Commodore’s Ball in 2011 as Associate members
and recount that they would have been happy
to remain in this category forever. That is until
their new friends didn’t like seeing them leave
every Saturday night so they found “Pineapple”
for them. In the four years they have been
members they say that they have made lifelong friends who almost feel more like family.
They also say it would certainly be hard to
leave the QCYC for this reason alone, let alone
the fact that they love sailing.
When asked about his recent sailing, he responds that for the last two years he has raced
on Trevor Spurr’s boat “Don’t Think Twice”.
He and Linda have been on three cruises, Oakville, Mimico and Niagara On The Lake. This
past summer was their first long cruise (ten
days) which ended up at NOTLSC with the
rest of the QCYC gang. The only racing he has
done was a very long time ago at camp. Nick
has also participated in a few work parties,
organized the ticket sales and table distribution
for the Commodores Ball 2013 and New Members Night 2014.
He graduated from Ryerson Polytechnical
Institute with a diploma in Business Administration with a major in Marketing. Since
graduating from Ryerson he has always
worked in the Foreign Exchange Markets as a
money broker whose clients are solely banks
around the world. Currently he specializes in
Forward Canada and BA Libor
derivatives for Tullett Prebon Canada LTD. In his spare time he loves
music, concerts, chess, dining, entertaining, and fishing.
Nick grew up in the Lawrence Park
area of Toronto and went to Lawrence Park Collegiate where he met
Linda Doe. They re-connected in
2002 and married in 2006. He lived
with his mother but was very fortunate to see his dad several times a
year while he worked as a civil
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1970's high school music trip. Linda and Nick
are on the right
Over the last four years the number one change
Nick has noticed at the Club is the aging demographic and that younger members have increasingly different financial priorities such as
marriage and children. When asked where he
sees the Club headed in the future he answered
“as a healthy and vibrant place where all members interested in sailing and yachtsmanship
will continue to sail and socialize at our many
fantastic functions. I also see more specialized
events geared to the younger crowd in order to
create interest and a base for our future membership.”
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The Raid on RCYC
Joe Lindsey
First, I'm not exactly sure of the year but it was
sometime in the late 1970s. I think it was my
first year but it may have been my second at
QCYC’s Junior Club. In any case, the Junior
Club had won the Aphrodite Cup the previous
year and RCYC had the "Cup" and wouldn't
give it up!
Rio McGiffin and I decided we would scope out
the RC Junior Club to see what we could take
and hold for ransom! Rio was the idea man
and quite the card! He said most people kiss
the "Blarney Stone" but he French kissed it!
The Junior Club was going to have an impromptu camp over on Snake Island so we
decided that would be the best time to get our
prize. Earlier, just after Junior Club was over
for the day, we had snuck onto RCYC's island
by swimming. We sat down at a picnic table to
rest and were approached by a security guard.
Luckily Rio knew a member and managed to
spin a story so we got out of that! We went to
RC's Junior Club house to see if we could get
inside. I think the Junior Clubhouse was almost as big as QC's Senior Club house. Of
course it was locked. At the back of the building there were transom windows just under the

soffits and one was open! The windows were
about eight feet from the ground so we found a
ladder and proceeded to climb in!
I was in first and started to walk from the room
we entered, that happened to be a large locker
room, when I heard a commotion coming from
the locker room I had just left! I raced back in
only to see Rio with a long oar jamming the
transom window shut on an angry RC Junior
Club member. They had seen us climbing in
and about 10 kids had come to investigate. We
didn't have much time to check the place out as
we needed to plan and execute an escape!

their tender wearing slacks and blazers!
In the dead of the night Rio and I returned to
get the door! We entered the same way as before and used available tools to remove the
hinge pins and the door was ours! Now we
needed to get the door undamaged back to a
secure hiding place! We borrowed a Laser II
and a few paddles and headed back to QCYC
in the dark!
The next day we returned the Laser and not

One of the office doors was white with the
Playboy bunny head painted in black: this was
going to be our prize! Our plan was to lure the
boys to the transom window so we had enough
time to escape out the front door.
They were all outside looking in the floor to
ceiling window beside the front door at us.
They were jumping up and down and running
in circles trying to figure out how to get us! We
were a little concerned to say the least! We
managed to get them to the transom window
by pretending to try and exit there. When
enough of them were far enough from the front
door we bolted and ran out with them all in hot
pursuit! We headed for the nearest dock and
dove in and swam away! None of them followed because they were all dressed to catch

1951 Al Rae Jr. and Laurie Muir Jr. with Aphrodite Cup
without a few furrowed brows! I think a lot of
blind eyes were turned over this whole event.
Ultimately it took almost the entire summer
before the RC and QC senior members negotiated the terms of the trade. We were to return
the door and QC would get the Aphrodite Cup.
Rio retrieved it from its hiding place in the dry
dock storage field at QC.
Before we returned the door we stopped by the
QC Junior club and all the Junior members
signed it in indelible black marker! We also
noted stolen by! Rio and I walked the door back
to RC and went in through the security gate.
Since our names were on the door as stolen by,
we made up fake names for the security guards
at the gate. It really wasn't necessary but we
weren't about to take a chance.

All in all it made for an exciting summer although I don't think I've ever seen that Cup
even to this day.

Editor’s comment: Joe Lindsey and his wife has
applied for senior membership.
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Cradlecheck 2014
Keith Aldridge
Why does my cradle have a QR code label like
this?

A QR label was chosen because it closed another loop in safety for the yard. In the past, before my time as cradle inspector, some cradle
repairs that had been required, had not been
completed at the time of haulout. Accidents
had occurred. This was unacceptable.
A QR code is nothing more than an image that
contains a website location. In our case, a cradle’s website contains a brief report on the
cradle inspection including pictures of the cradle’s part showing where the repair is needed.
The code can be read by any smartphone at
any time prior to haulout. Thus an informed
decision can be made by the Yard Chair on
whether the cradle is fit to take the boat or not.
Owners of cradles without names that require
repair will be found.

Introduced to the QCYC yard this year is a
label that displays a QR or Quick Response
code, attached to cradles deemed to be in need
of repair. What’s a QR code and why do we
need them at Queen City Yacht Club, are good
questions.
The need for labeling cradles came from a
source mentioned no less than 42 times in the
Queen City handbook – safety. While the
central aspect of safety is of course with respect
to water, much of our time is spent in the yard
walking nearby boats weighing several tons
above our heads. Indeed our safety in the yard
is related directly to the integrity of the cradles
supporting the boats. Hence we inspect these
cradles every summer for broken or cracked
supports as well as the onset of rot in the
wooden structures. Usually it’s a simple matter
to note the problem on a card attached to the
cradle and alert the owner about the needed
repair. Every year, however, Doug Henderson
and I found about a half dozen cradles that did
not show a name, at least not one that we could
find. Accordingly these few cradles were listed
as ‘noname’ along with their current location in
the yard. We had no means of contacting the
owners to ensure that the cradle would be
repaired. Luck was on our side most of the
time, however, as the ‘noname’ cradles were
usually not in need of repair. As this situation
could not be left open to chance, I decided to
add our own unique labels to close the loop
when a repair was needed.
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The traditional posting of every cradle’s inspection was made this year as always. This included a card stapled to the cradle and a spreadsheet posted in the club’s bulletin board and the
website. We will continue this procedure in
future alongside the QR labeling. Members
whose cradles need repair will receive an email
from the Club directing them to their cradle’s
website showing the inspection report and picture(s).
The introduction of QR labels and programming to build a cradle’s website was a club
effort. Arleigh Crawford wrote the code to make
this all happen. Mark MacRae, our webmaster,
oversaw the integration of the cradle project
into the Club’s website. Support from Will
Harney, Yard Chair, made this project possible

Safety
and expanded the project to include dinghies.
Laura Vanek, our Club manager, got up to
speed on QR labels, found the best templates
and finally produced the labels herself.
The introduction of 21st century technology to
a 19th century structure should make for a
safer yard at QCYC.

On the Water Safety
Corner
Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
Here’s another acronym to learn, ESD, for
Electrical Shock Drowning. The 2014 September 7th issue of Sailing Scuttlebutt discusses
this danger. ESD isn’t electrocution, its AC
electricity in the water that, even in minute
amounts, can incapacitate the individual and
drown them. So, with all our electrical cords
dangling in or close to the water, how much
electricity is in the water? Boatus has an excellent collection of articles and presentations on
ESD at http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/
ESD.asp that I encourage everyone to review.
On another note, the winter is an excellent
chance to learn more about sailing and sailing
safety. There are many sources of sailing and
safety courses in the GTA area:
 Free sessions during the Toronto International Boat Show http://
www.torontoboatshow.com/
 Canadian Power and Sailing Squadrons
(CPSS) Courses throughout the GTA http://
www.cpstoronto.ca/ http://www.cps-ecp.ca/
 Other GTA Yacht clubs such as ABYC,
NYC and PCYC sailor education nights
http://abyc.on.ca/ http://www.thenyc.com/
http://pcyc.net/
 Humber College Boating courses http://
www.humber.ca/sailing/
If you don’t have first-aid, CPR and AED
(defibrillator) training or you need to renew
your certificate, the winter is a great chance to
address this. If you need a valid first aid certificate for Transport Canada (TC) certification
and licensing, you need to take the Marine
Basic First Aid that is recognized by Transport

Canada as they don’t recognize the normal
basic courses.
The following organization provides both the
normal and marine courses:
 Canadian Red Cross for first aid courses
http://www.redcross.ca/
 St. John Ambulance for first aid courses
http://www.sja.ca/
To everyone, a safe and happy fall and winter

Quick Clipper History
Bites
Richard Slee communications@qcyc.ca
I have been with Tony Araujo writing Quick
Clipper History Bites every two weeks since
the beginning of the year to celebrate our 125th
anniversary. As many older members do not
have email and some do not receive the Quick
Clipper I decided I would publish them in the
Clipper. Some of you might have missed them
or enjoy reading them again.

September 2, 2014 - Tony Araujo bretanhaii@gmail.com
In the early 80's yacht clubs in Toronto were
full and waiting lists for mooring space were
the norm. The Toronto Star did a series of
articles describing the boating scene and the
boating facilities around the GTA. In one interesting article from May 24, 1981 they described
the differences between the three island clubs,
the RCYC, IYC, and QCYC.
The reporter, (a certain David Miller?) described the RCYC as aristocratic and as being
best known for its strict dress code. Formality,
rules and money pervade much of his description of the oldest of the three clubs. If the
RCYC was the Rosedale of yacht clubs, then
the IYC, Miller reported, was the Forest Hill of
yacht clubs. The IYC manager is quoted as
saying that IYC "is run with the neat precision
of a Swiss watch" and for "having some of the
best - and worst sailors on the island'.
Laurence Reid, a former Queen City Vice,
showed Miller around the Club and described
it variously as the "sailors' sail club, the working man's sail club and QC". Miller described
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the Club as having "a look about it like a
neighbor’s cottage. You know, one of those Imust-get-out-and-finish-painting-the-boathousekind-of-places." Everyone around at the time
seemed to wear a rope to hold up their pants
and David found Reid so salty, he felt "like
shaking him over a plate of French fries".

The more things change, the more they don't?
September 11, 2014 - Tony Araujo bretanhaii@gmail.com
Looking around the yard at Queen City today
you could be excused for thinking that we're
trying to develop a brand image with the strict
(some might say Spartan) colour scheme of the
place. For as long as I can remember, every
stick of wood on the grounds has been covered
with a liberal coating of either eggshell white
or royal blue paint. Of course like everything
else about the Club, Queen City's sense of
style hasn't always been so uninspired.
After the city clubhouse collapsed into the Bay
on July 7, 1920, the Club drew up plans to
move across the Bay and build a new clubhouse. Less than a year later the Toronto Daily
Star reported that a new "boathouse and dance
hall" was being erected on Sunfish Island (our
present day Algonquin Island). The exterior
colour scheme of the new clubhouse was reported to be "most attractive" with a "green
slate roof with Q.C.Y.C. inlaid with red slate,
sets of dark brown stained clapboards and
ivory white trimmings".

While progress certainly has brought us clubhouse colours of somewhat less character today, we should at least try to keep Queen City
full of the most "colourful characters" on the
lake!
September 18, 2014 - Richard Slee communications@qcyc.ca
1967 was Canada’s Centennial year and the
Club was in its 78th year. We have a complete
set of Clippers for that year posted on the
website. It is interesting to note that financially
the Club ran pretty close to the line financially
as there was a warning that if members did not
pay their dues by May 1 the Treasurer would
have to renew the bank loan. This was a regular occurrence during those years. In current
times our Treasurer maintains a $100,000
(Continued on page 30)

Feature Articles
Plaque In Memory Of
Al Rae Sr.
Al Rae Jr.

The hull shape stayed with me and the design
of an archival plaque began to form in my
mind. I sketched it out and ran it by Richard.
He took it to others on the Board who had
“suasion” and it was agreed that I should proceed accordingly.
So what is on the plaque?

This archival plaque is presented in memory of
Al Rae, Vi Rae and Al’s Tumlaren “Valhalla”
during the celebrations of 125th year of the
Queen City Yacht Club by his family: Al Jr.
Joan, Elaine, Justine and Vanessa. August 30,
2014

In the lower middle is
Valhalla, all dressed
with yellow and white
regatta flags, on station for the Club Sailpast (1943 or 1944)
with Dad and my
Mom Vi before the
mast taking the fleet
salute with Freddy
Mazza, Cupie Cox
and Bobby Norton
relaxing in the cockpit.

In 1977 when my Dad, Al Rae, Sr. joined his
fellow shipmates in the “Great Cockpit in the
Sky” Len Canham and Tom Tomblin were
kind enough to let me move into Dad’s old
locker in the Annex. Over the next 30 odd
years the interior of the locker developed an
accumulation of “Things Rae”: photos, artifacts,
boat gear and miscellaneous objects that captured, in retrospect, my personal history at the
Club and much of Dad’s. It became, over time
and unintentionally, a shrine capturing the
love both he and I have for the Club.
When I left Locker 84, our daughter Justine
narrated a documentary film covering the
Locker Leaving Levee and celebration marking
the event. A copy of this is in the Club archives. As I cleared out the locker and gathered
the photos and objects together it occurred to
me that many of these were items that could be
shared with the Club. So I had a meeting with
Club historian, Richard Slee, who agreed, displaying some items in glass showcases located
in the lobby. The showcases were fine but Richard thought the contents deserved a better
display setting so we set out to find an alternative.

A more formal showcase, like our trophy cases,
seemed inappropriate, but what would do instead? One evening, as I was sorting through
the various items, I came upon the lines drawing for the Tumlaren, signed by the Swedish
designer, Knud Reimers in 1936. Dad and
Laurie Muir, Sr. used this lines drawing when
building T5/Conquest, the Tum that they sailed
together for a few years before Dad bought T2/
Valhalla and began that particular saga of
legend and lore that is still remembered around
the Lake to this day.

To the lower left is a photo of Valhalla on
starboard (circa 1940s) with Dad at the helm
(checking the sail trim as usual) and Freddy
Mazza in the forward hatch checking the set of
the jib. This photo was used in ads by Tom
Taylor Sailmakers as they had supplied Dad
with a suit as a promotion for their new “gofast” cut…and it was!

To the lower right is a
colour photo of Valhalla on port (circa
1950s) with Dad at
the helm.
During
my
“archeological sifting”
Al Rae Sr. Plaque by Don Hinchley
through things I also
The plaque is topped by the half model of Valfound the chart that was used by Dad during
halla that I presented to the Club during the
his famous “overshoot” of Rochester in 1963,
Centennial Year. The presentation was made at
ending up in Sodus Bay, with a range of bearthe testimonial dinner for Bobby Norton, a
ings and courses on the front and interesting
Club stalwart and a Valhalla crew member for
penciled notes recording conditions, winds and
years beyond counting. It was a special evening
weather, “lightning in the distance” etc. on the
in the Great Hall, with a full house in attendback.
ance, special memories for us all and a sense
Richard has asked that I do something with
that the spirit of my Dad amongst us.
this as well so it will be framed, together with
Lower, to the left, is the unique bronze plaque
the rusty dividers that the Club presented Dad
for Lifetime Annual Membership that the Club
with at the Awards Banquet that year. No GPS
presented to Dad in the 60s, in recognition of
in those days! It will be ready to hang next
his contribution to the Club over the years.
spring to launch our 126th year.
In the middle is the Tumlaren hull lines drawing that inspired this piece.

An extract from an email from our Vice Commodore to Al Rae Jr.

To the right is a great shot of Dad (circa 1950s)
that Ron Mazza found when flipping through a
pile of old Gams that his Dad, Freddy, had
accumulated.

On Wed, Aug 6, 2014 at 10:25 PM, Ron Mazza
<RMazza@rjc.ca> wrote:
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Hello Allan. Pam and I are cruising the east
end of Lake Ontario in Circe and exploring the

Feature Articles
American side which we've never been to. One
place I wanted to visit was Sodus Bay, mainly
because of that great story of your dad missing
Rochester and ending up in Sodus.
Well we arrived here this afternoon with all
the navigational aids now available. It is an
absolutely charming area and a lovely old
clubhouse. The club is almost as old as QCYC
and has its original club house. And it has an 8
Meter fleet which I thought consisted of four
boats.
I was walking the docks admiring them and
there was an old guy sitting on one with an
array of beer cans at his port elbow. I commented on how nice his 8 Meter looked and he
said it was an R Boat. Well, a "rule beater R"
at any rate. The hull was taken off Cotton
Blossom and then a taller mast added and
made lighter. It now can give the 8's a run for
their money.
He asked where I was from and said Queen
City, Toronto. He looked up and asked if I
knew Al Rae. I said I had. He was a bit confused about the boat, remembering it as a
Shark, but he did remember that he thought it
was a Freeman Cup winner and how Al had
sailed right past the finish at Rochester and
sailed into Sodus Bay. Then he laughed.
I asked his name. Bob Dodge. Been sailing
since 1944 (at Sodus Bay, I presume). One of
his sons owns half the R boat with him and
another son owns half an 8 meter. There was
also a clipping on the club notice board about a
young lady named Jamie Dodge. So sounds like
a dynasty of the club. Could not guess how old
Bob is. He was very wobbly on his feet when
he got off the boat.
(History Bites continued from page 28)

Club. It was also noted that three out of four
boats brought into the Club in 1967 were fibreglass and it was forecast that soon the majority
of boats in the Club would be made of that
material. At the Spring General Meeting a
motion was passed not to allow dogs on the
premises. There is also an announcement encouraging members with “miscellaneous sail
boats with cabins” but under 25 feet come out
to race in the Tourouts division where a weekly
Thundermug Cup will be won. It was announced that a new member, Peter Broecker
had won the FBYC dinghy races held May 1213, 1967. The Commodore Charles Millen
declared that the “Lunch Room” was operating
on weekends starting in June but there is also a
promise for Doug Rutherford for gourmet dining. There was an argument against the proposal to have pleasure craft pump-out as the
practice of dumping black water into the lake it
was argued has no effect on the quality of the
lake water. Fred Mazza announced that he and
Betty Perdue had won the QC Dart Club
championship. In June the Board decided to
post members names in the Clubhouse who
had not paid their dues.
They also had lots of problems with Tender
Service. The service on the Roamer had to be
restricted to 12 people (new regulations) and in
many cases had to be cancelled. Members were
encouraged to take the Ward’s Island ferry.
The new tender the Algonquin Queen I, then
under construction, faced delays as the Department of Transport had demanded the gasoline
engine be replaced by a diesel engine. RCYC
and IYC were assisting us by loaning us their
tenders when we were in dire need. It was also
suggested that members come out for the daily
maintenance of the motors on the Roamer and
Lillian and learn how with a hammer motors
can be made to run.

cushion at all times!
The Rear Commodore, none other than Al Rae
Junior, was welcoming a new fleet of Alberg
30s to the Club and stated that the Portsmouth
Rating that was used in 1966 would be used
again. In the same Clipper a mention is made
of members owning a new fleet of seven Albacores (a relatively new boat)

In announcing the trophy winners at the end of
the year it was noted the women crews were
finally getting recognition with Mrs. Sheila
Mark Loughborough and Ruth McColl winning
trophies.

125thAnniversary Pens
Don Hinchley

To honour the 125th Anniversary of QCYC I
have created two pens from materials dating to
the time our club was founded. The caps of
both pens were cast from acrylic resin. The cap
of pen number one contains a one cent coin
from 1888. The second pen contains a five cent
piece from 1891. Beneath each coin is a photo
montage of stamps from the era. The year 1889
of our incorporation was a low mint year. Few
coins were minted that year thus increasing the
value of the coins considerably. Thus I chose
coins close to 1889. Each coin was shaped to fit
and glued over the stamp montage.
The lower portion of each pen is crafted from

Queens Wharf uncovered by Don Hinchley
wood salvaged from the Queen’s Warf located
near the foot of Bathurst Street and dates to
the era. During the construction of the Malibu
Condo near the old Molson Brewery remains
of the Queen’s Warf were discovered. The pen
is made from maple which when buried and
subjected to water turns this natural grey colour which is finished with a cyanoacrylate
finish. The first pen is a roller ball and the
second a fountain pen.
Residents of Toronto are familiar with the

There is also mention of a new Intermediate
Member, a certain Chris Perdue, joining the

(Continued on page 33)
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Awards
2014 QCYC Awards

Wednesday Night Series—Series II
PHRF 1

Rear Commodore Graham Dougall
Wednesday Night Series—Series I
PHRF 1

PHRF 2

PHRF 3

PHRF 4

PHRF 5

RS 400

1

Blue Streak

Robert Eckersley

2

Circe III

Klaus Noack

3
1

Abracadabra
Alpha Omega

Ron Mazza
Eric Whan

2

Bandoleer

Bruce Smith

3

Dove

Peter Jones

1

Troubadour

Dan Smith

2 Dragonfly

Dave Robinson

3

Strange Device

Brandon Zagorski

1

Panache

Mark MacRae

2

Amelie

Rolf Vanderwal

3

Skeena

Rick Veenhuizen

1

Zig Zag

John McLeod

2

Voulez-vous

Thomas King

3

Pugwash

Steve Gigel

1
2

Star

PHRF 3

PHRF 4

PHRF 5

RS 400

Shark

Trevor McGarth
Jenny Jugs

3
Shark

PHRF 2

Teresa Miolla
Peter McKee

Star

1

Circe III

Ron Mazza

2

Blue Streak

Robert Eckersley

3
1
2

Abracadabra
GWTHW 2
Dove

Klaus Noack
Bill Eckersley
Peter Jones

3 Bandoleer

Bruce Smith

1

Troubadour

Dan Smith

2

Panache

Mark MacRae

3

Amelie

Rolf Vanderwal

1

Blythe Spirit

Steve Cutting

2

The Wind

Steve Hills

3

Skeena

Rick Veenhuizen

1

Zig Zag

John McLeod

2

Voulez-vous

Thomas King

3

Fine Wine

Frank Bushe

1

Jenny Jugs

Teresa Miolla

2

Halszka Weiss

3

Trevor McGarth

1

Mazzarati

Joanna Kidd

2
3

On The Rocks
Still Messing About

Paul Noack/Scott Forbes
Peter Broecker

1

Newf

Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai

1

Still Messing About

Peter Broecker

2 Cygnet

Robert Hupfield

2
3

Mazzarati
Borne Home

Joanna Kidd
David Pitcher

3

Roger Potts

1

Newf

Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai

2

Special K

Tony & Amanda Karahanas

3

Cygnet

Robert Hupfield

Best QCYC Yacht in AHMEN — Snipe Class Trophy 1934 – To Be Determined
Best QCYC Yacht in Whitesails at QCYC Regatta — THC Plate – Dove –
Peter Jones
Best Yacht Club in QCYC Regatta – Graham Dougall Trophy — QCYC
Best Female Keelboat Crew – Mrs. Jimmy Drury Trophy — Pat Whetung
Most Valuable Keelboat Crew – QCYC 16’ Skiff — Karen Morch
Most Improved Racer – NYC 16’ Skiff — Nick Abrahams
Sportsmanship – Sportsmanship Trophy — Wojtek Nowak
Valhalla Trophy - Best Cruising Log - Elan – Keith Aldridge
Most Ports Entered outside a 25 nautical mile radius of the Club—Georgina
World Cup—Elan - Keith Aldridge
Best Photo - QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class – Boris Stiepe
Best Photo Exhibiting QCYC Spirit - QCYC Regatta 1909 Special Class –
Terry O’Neill
Service to the Race Committee – Kim Parker
Service to Race Management – Kay Walker Memorial Trophy – Elspeth
Fanjoy
"Grouchy Old Geezer" - The "Gibby" Award – Thomas King
Service to the Club - Jack Albertson Trophy – The Building Team

Best Shark Overall Wednesday — Mazzarati — Joanna Kidd
Star - Wednesday Nights – 100 Centennial Race 1st Overall Race Division– Newf — Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai
First over the Line - Starters’ Cup – Jenny Jugs - Teresa Miolla & Troubadour - Dan Smith
Overall Wednesday Champion - World Challenge Cup – Newf - Terry
Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai
Most Helpful and Cooperative Junior Club Member — Sunfish Trophy —
Aidean Sharpe
Most Improved Junior Club Racer - Al Rae Memorial Trophy - Sophia
Zambonelli
Best Junior Club Racer — George Annand Trophy — Jackson Jones
Best showing at CORK – CORK Trophy — Richard Evans-Perdue & Lily
Merovitz-Budning
Service to Junior Club - Gayle Kay Trophy – Eric Whan
Shark – Best QCYC Shark in QCYC Open Regatta – Patricia Whetung
Shark Trophy — On the Rocks – Paul Noack & Scott Forbes
Best QCYC Yacht in LORC – David Smith Trophy – To Be Determined
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Awards
Wednesday Night Series—Series III
PHRF 1

PHRF 2

PHRF 3

PHRF 4

PHRF 5

RS 400

Shark

Star

Champion of Champions

1

Blue Streak

Robert Eckersley

2

Alpha Omega

Eric Whan

3
1

Circe III
Dove

Ron Mazza
Peter Jones

2

GWTHW 2

Bill Eckersley

3

Bandoleer

Bruce Smith

1

Panache

Mark MacRae

2

Troubadour

Dan Smith

3

Dragonfly

Dave Robinson

1

Skeena

Rick Veenhuizen

2

Blithe Spirit

Steve Cutting

3

The Wind

Steve Hills

1

Voulez-vous

Thomas King

2

Fine Wine

Frank Bushe

3

Zig Zag

John McLeod

1

Jenny Jugs

Teresa Miolla

2

Trevor McGarth

3

John Bennett

1

Borne Home

David Pitcher

2
3

Still Messing About
Mazzarati

Peter Broecker
Joanna Kidd

1

Newf

Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai

2

Cygnet

Robert Hupfield

3

Special K

Tony & Amanda Karahanas

Champion of Champions & Downard Cup – Blue Streak – Robert Eckersley &
Borne Home — David Pitcher

Wild Jasmine

Jacqueline Cook

2

Prime Interest

Genis Vanderkruk

3 Ascend
PHRF 2

Star

Dinghy

Mazzarati
Donèt Think Twice

Charlotte deHeinrich
Robin Spurr

3

Spirit Warrior

Dianne Taylor

1

Newf

Nancy Lee Hofkirchner

2

Special K

Amanda Karahanas

3

Cygnet

Sandra Monkewich

1

Janine Clark

2

Halzka Weiss

1

Borne Home

David Pitcher

1

Blue Streak

Robert Eckersley

2

Circe III

Ron Mazza

3

Alpha Omega

Eric Whan

1

Borne Home

David Pitcher

2

GWTHW 2

Bill Eckersley

3

Troubadour

Dan Smith

Champion of Champions & Algonquin Cup – Newf – Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai

1

Newf

Terry Hofkirchner & Jeff Imai

2

Special K

Tony & Amanda Karahanas

3

Cygnet

Robert Hupfield

Last Chance Cup
Last Chance Line Honours & Annual Matilda Trophy –
Last Chance & QCYC Annual Regatta Trophy 1910 –
No race due to lack of wind at the start

QCYC Super Star Awards
Ron Mazza vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
QCYC has existed and flourished for 125 years because its members
work hard to ensure it happens. We are a self-help club. Members are
expected to and willingly give back. There are a lot of members who
work behind the scenes to make this club function on a day to day, and
a year to year, and a century to century basis. All do it willingly and
none crave recognition. They know it needs to be done and they take
great satisfaction in doing it. All members who do this are stars. And
some are Super Stars.

Deirdre Sadler

1
2

Robert Eckersley

PHRF 2

Women’s’ Skippers (QCYC) & Marlyn McDonald Trophy & Women’s’
Skippers (Open) & 70th Anniversary Trophy – Newf - Nancy Lee
Hofkirchner
Women’s’ Skippers (KB) & QCYC Class A 1913 Trophy – Newf - Nancy
Lee Hofkirchner
1

Blue Streak

PHRF 1

Women Skipper’s Race

PHRF 1

1

Recognition of this contribution has existed in an ad hoc manner for
many years where individual members have been recognized for their
extraordinary contributions to the Club. It was formalized last year with
the introduction of the Super Star Award recognizing those members
who contributed above and beyond the call of duty. We were playing a
bit of catch up then and as you may remember just about half the room
ended up here getting their awards.
The major undertaking this summer was the completion of the buildings. A great many members responded to our call for help and many
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worked long hours. We could not have done it
without that wide contribution but there were
some who were insane in their commitment to
these buildings.
This year we tried to narrow it down to the top
five and focused on special projects. We succeeded in getting it down to six. Invariably we
will miss someone who is equally deserving.
That is the risk of any such award program. If
you fall into that category we seek your forgiveness beforehand.
Of the six we are recognizing this year all
brought specialized skill and expertise to the
Club:
1. One is an ex Commodore
2. One is an Associate member
3. One no longer is required to do work hours
due to their age exemption
4. Four are related to the new buildings
5. And almost all were also recognized last
year
In alphabetical order they are:
Violet Couch
Violet headed the search committee for the
new Club Manager consisting of Jim
Thorndycraft, Garry Baker, David Hall, and
Ron Mazza. She brought her specialized HR
experience and organized the process, reviewed
the applicants, set up and led the interviews
which culminating in the selection of Laura as
our new manager.
David Hall
Ex Commodore. Works tirelessly on many
facets of the Club every year. But his contribution to the completion of the new buildings this
summer was quite extraordinary. He took on
the painting, the lock installation and was at
every work party and many hours between.
We could not have got it gone without him.
Don Hinchley
An Associate member who also works on many
facets around the Club. He put in an extraordinary number of hours on the new buildings
doing drywall joints, including the attic space
of the lockers where the temperatures were in
the high 90’s and access was difficult and virtually single handedly completed the painting of

the captains’ quarters.
Peter Jones
A long time Senior member of Queen City who
contributes his time and skill every year to the
Club. But Peter is now over 70 and is no longer
REQUIRED to do work hours! But he did a
whole pile of them this past summer in getting
the new buildings completed. Often working
with David and often on his own Peter did
carpentry, lock installation, and painting.
Nick Mather
Also a winner from last year, and a perennial
contributor to the Club, Nick this year undertook the modifications to the mast crane to
reposition the boom using his own time and
skills and the resources of his company,
worked with Lawrence Concannon early in the
spring to ensure it would be ready for use
when required.

Mike Veenhuizen
Mike is amazing. Mike often with his brother
Rick, and other assorted near family members
almost annually takes on a major project at
Queen City. This year he took on the installation of virtually all the drywall and insulation
in the new buildings. He also took on the installation of the washroom flooring. He, with
his “family”, were here working on the buildings before the contractor was done. He took
on responsibility for completion of this large
component of the new buildings.
(Pens continued from page 30)

lighthouse just east of Bathurst Street. Built in
1861 this lighthouse was part of the Queen’s
Warf and remained in service until 1911. This
lighthouse and a smaller one now lost served
to guide boats into the harbour at the western
fringe of Toronto. Fort York was constructed
on the west bank of the now buried Garrison
Creek. There was a wharf south of the Fort. In
1833 it was decided to begin constructing a
new wharf known as the “New Pier”. The
structure was 724 feet long and 24 feet in width
which was later extended to 800 feet and widened to 40 feet. In 1837 Queen Victoria began
her sixty-four year reign and the wharf was
renamed the Queen’s Warf.
By 1850 the wharf’s capacity was not adequate
and repairs were needed. By the 1860’s in
addition to the lighthouse there were numerous

33

1876 Queens Wharf Toronto public Library by
Thomas Mark Barfoot
other structures including a house for the lighthouse keeper. Sand was a problem in the area
and by the 1880’s a retaining wall was built to
try and stop the sand coming into the wharf
area and forming a sandbar. The area between
the wall and the wharf gradually began to fill
in and only a portion to the south and east
sides of the wharf were usable. Dredging continued in the 1890’s but when bedrock was
reached the harbor could no longer accommodate the larger ships. In 1905 work on a new
harbor entrance 300 meters to the south began
and by 1912 was completed. In 1913 efforts
began to fill in the area south to the new channel and by the 1920’s this was completed burying the Queen’s Warf.
(Continued on page 34)

News
Mom’s Cottage On
Ward’s Island
Beverley Harney

This is my mom Mary Ellen Thompson at her
vacation house on Ward’s Island in 1936. We
had a fantastic time sleuthing about Ward's
Island trying to find the house. The number in
the photograph was 27, so between Buffy and
walking about we found the house at Twentyseven 3rd Street.

There have been hardly any changes to the
home. The "brick" is actually siding masquerading as brick. The owners were thrilled to
share the history. Having no history on the
home, they were fascinated that the new front
door they had just made matched the one from
the old picture.
Mitch the owner, is a painter of houses on the
island and he gave us a postcard of the painting of the home which I sent my mom.

In Memorandum
Peter Cridland
On February
10th,
2014
after a short
illness Peter
Francis Cridland passed
away peacefully at the age
of 83 at his
home on Toronto Island.
He is survived
by Enid his
wife of 60
years,
his
brother Michael, 81 of the United States and
Neil, 80 of England, his children Megan and
Tim, Valerie and his beloved grandchildren
Emily and Gwynn. Peter was a long-time member of QCYC serving as Planning Chair in
1967 and in 1970 and sailing Whimbrel a
Hughes 22.

Madge Thomas
Many members will
remember Madge
Thomas (aka Maggie),
married to Ron Thomas, long-time members
of QCYC since 1959.
In 1972 they took
their Alberg 37
‘Solana’ to the Caribbean for three years.
Madge died suddenly,
the day after her 91st
birthday, on July 30th.
Ron is surrounded by
his extended family.
Madge’s love of
Queen City is shared
by daughters Sue
Thomas, Nansi Thomas and granddaughter
Jamie Ingall.
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(Pens continued from page 33)

The pens were won by Marilyn Fife and Brenda Blake who now join a select few who own a
piece of Toronto’s early history.

Schedules
Tender Schedules

Restaurant and Bar Hours

Late Fall: September 29 – October 26
Haulout – Sat. Oct. 18 and Sun. Oct. 19,
Sat. Oct. 25 and Sun. Oct. 26, if necessary.**
Holiday – Thanksgiving Mon. Oct. 13, as per Sundays.

Open Friday October 10 from 5 to 10pm, Saturday October 11
11:30am to 10pm and Sunday October 12 from 11:30am to 9pm.

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

AM

Haulout

9:15 9:15
R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 R10:15 10:15 10:15

7:15**
7:45**
8:15
8:45**
9:15
10:15

R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 R11:15 11:15 11:15

11:15

PM R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 R12:15 12:15 12:15

12:15

R8:15

R8:15

R8:15

R8:15

R8:15

R8:45

R8:45

R8:45

R8:45

R8:45

8:15

8:15

R1:15
R2:15

R1:15
R2:15

R1:15
R2:15

R1:15
R2:15

R1:15
R2:15

1:15
2:15

1:15
2:15

1:15
2:15

R3:15

R3:15

R3:15

R3:15

R3:15

3:15

3:15

3:15

4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

R4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

4:15
5:15

6:15
7:15

6:15
7:15

6:15
7:15

6:15
7:15

6:15
7:15
8:15

6:15
7:15
8:15

6:15
7:15
8:15

6:15
7:15
8:15

9:15

9:15
10:15

9:15

9:15
10:15

* Last run on Sunday evenings during Haulout. Thanksgiving Day Holiday
schedule will be the same as Sunday. **If necessary on Sunday October 26.
R = Robbins or Pontoon in service.
Departure times shown are from city side at the foot of York Street. Deduct 15
minutes for Departure time from Club HouseLast-minute changes will be posted
in the Quick Clipper, time permitting. Check with the club office at 416.203.0929.
Cash Fare return trip $8.00 available from the tender captain. No one way fares.
10 Tickets - $ 72.00 available in the office. Members: Please present your Membership Card

Sailing and Entertainment Events
October 16 6:30 pm—9:00 pm: Board of Directors Meeting
October 18—19: Haulout
October 25: Haulout
October 25, 4:00 pm—4:30 pm: Cruising—Post Season Participants meeting
October 25, 4:30 pm—5:00 pm: Racing—Post Season Participants meeting
October 25, 5:00 pm: Potluck Dinner
October 26: Haulout (if necessary)
December 6, 12:00—17:00: Christmas Party
December 11, 6:30 pm: QCYC AGM 2014
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Open Haul Out October 18-19 and 25-26 food service 11:30pm 4:00pm, bar 12:00pm to 9:00pm.
October 18, first day of Haul Out. QCYC Caterers will be running
a Buffet with:





Spiced Pork & Chicken
Grilled pineapple & Plantain Salsa
Curry potato & Veg
Coconut Rice

Each buffet ticket purchased will come with one raffle ticket for
prizes that QCYC Caterers received from my sponsors. Extra tickets can be purchased for $3 a ticket that will go to a charity. The
draw will take place on the last day of haul out.

Prizes consist of:











Slow cooker
12 pack Steam Whistle
Steam Whistle gift basket
2 x bottles of Wine
2 x Wine & picnic kit
Golf accessory kit
Steam Whistle bicycle basket
12 pack Camerons beer
24 pack Camerons
Dinner for 2 (apps, main & desserts) for next season.

