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This is the second
issue of the Clipper for
2014. If you don’t like
the art design and
layout for this issue it
is because no one volunteered and I had to
do it! We have updates
from our Commodore,
Vice Commodore,
Entertainment Chair
and a really important
one from our Planning Chair on our new policy
under the Accessibility for Ontarians With Disabilities Act.

We have a profile on our Yard Chair, Will Harney which describes a history of sea fairing in his
family. We have an ocean adventure from Nina
Nakajima on their trip on Blue Hour to the east
coast. Our Rear Commodore continues to write
really interesting safety pieces and has included
information on our Open Regatta in September.
We also have information on our cruise to Etobicoke this year. I have included the History Bites
by Tony Araujo and myself, and another one
contributed by Andy Lithgow. Although these
were in the recent Quick Clippers, I have also
included them here as I know a number of our
members don’t get the Quick Clipper.
We have reports from the 125th Anniversary
Committee, and a profile of our new Dock Master, Allison Goddard. Philly Chatterton, our Entertainment Chair, has a pile of great events coming up and you will see posters throughout this
edition giving details. On page 27 we provide
detailed information on bar and restaurant hours,
tender schedules and events. Enjoy and please
give me your feedback for improving the Clipper.
We have several ways to communicate with our
members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark MacRae
(Continued on page 5)
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Board Updates
Commodore
Steve Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca
After a very cold
and long winter
and chilly spring, it
is June now and
the weather finally
seems to becoming
more summer like.
Thanks to all those
hardy souls who
braved the cold
temperatures
to
come for Sail Past.
It was a cold but beautiful day and the same as
last year it is always a tremendous sight to see
each of the boats sail past as we celebrate the
official opening of the Club for the new season.
Huge thanks as always to Graham Dougall our
Rear Commodore for the way he choreographs
the entire day of Sail Past, from all of the planning, set up and execution right down to retrieving the second anchor I was using while moored
out on the Harbour! Thanks also to Ed Munsen
and his staff for the fabulous meal and to Philly
for the great band.
There is lots of activity going on throughout the
Club and out on the water and I know that the
other Chairs will be bringing everyone up to date
on these.

I do have two topics which I need to bring the
members up to date on. The first of these is the
property tax appeal. This subject is still proceeding very slowly, with the current situation not
that much different from what I reported on
previously. We have combined forces with nine
other local yacht clubs to present a common front
towards the assessing authority (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation or MPAC for
short). At the present, MPAC still wants to value
each acre at about 2.5 million dollars on average
thus resulting in extremely high taxes. On our
behalf, our lawyer went back to them saying that
this was unreasonable and that the taxes should
be based on income (i.e., the rent that you pay to
the city capitalized at a reasonable rate) and that
MPAC should proceed on that basis. Our lawyer
then went after their policies and their valuation
methodologies and MPAC wouldn’t give him any

information. A number of motions were made
on our behalf before the assessment tribunal for
MPAC to produce documents as well as submitting a long appeal before the Information &
Privacy Commission to arbitrate the release of
certain data. This resulted in a glaring admission that when they valued the clubs, MPAC
admitted that they didn’t use any comparable
properties. Following this there were a number
of negotiations and the value was brought down
to $250,000 per acre. We made a counter offer
that MPAC didn’t accept.
At this point, everything was adjourned pending the results of a hearing before the federal
Dispute Advisory Panel for the Outer Harbour
Marina. The panel advised MPAC that their
approach wasn’t valid, a big step forward for us.
The Marina felt that it should be done on an
income basis similar to what we have been
advocating. However, for the Marina they
didn’t use rent, they used a proxy based on a
value per slip that they gathered from commercial marinas. The consequences of this is that
MPAC is now forced to uphold an income approach to value a direction we have been trying
to convince them for quite some time now.

However, MPAC want to use the same value
that was used at the Outer Harbour Marina, but
obviously this doesn’t apply in the same way to
the yacht clubs. The most recent activity is that
we have submitted the accurate count of our
slips to MPAC for them to prepare another
offer to settle. Since that submittal, nothing has
been heard from MPAC. We have also heard
that RCYC who is acting independently from
us, also has heard nothing from MPAC. The
current expectation of our lawyer is that he
suspects that MPAC has yet to start their analy-

3

sis and he does not anticipate an offer until
late fall. We all have to thank Jim
Thorndycraft for spearheading the effort since
the very beginning to try and resolve the
whole tax appeal process.
The second topic is the Algonquin Island
Bridge. The Environmental Assessment the
City conducted for the repair/rebuilding of the
bridge has been completed and I attended the
final public consultation a few weeks ago. The
recommendation from the consultants to the
City is that the preferred solution is to either
rehabilitate the existing bridge or build a new
bridge on the same location. The recommendation also indicates that the refurbished or
new bridge will have a similar appearance as
the existing one with roughly the same load
capability as well as the same clear height
underneath for boat traffic underneath.

The Environmental Assessment Committee is
due to present their report to City Council this
July. Depending on the approval of the budget
by the city and the actual scope of work (new
or refurbish), the work is likely to take place in
2016/2017. There would be some repairs to
the piles either later this year or in 2015. Once
the major part of the work has begun, there
will be a temporary bridge installed further
east down the lagoon to provide passage between Ward’s and Algonquin Islands. This
temporary bridge could be in place for up to 8
months if the entire bridge is replaced. If
anyone wants to see additional information, go
to the city web site (www.toronto.ca) and
search for Algonquin Island Bridge.
In closing I want to wish everyone warm
weather and fair winds for the season.

Board Updates
Vice Commodore
Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
Even if winter is
officially over it has
taken a long time for
it to feel like summer. Everything
seems behind.
We had a good Sail
Past with a perfect
wind strength (well
done Graham) but the temperature could have
been warmer. The Sail Past dinner and dance
were also great (well done Ed and Philly). We
were honoured by the attendance of Margaret
World Parker, the great niece of Queen City’s
first Commodore, Tommy World, and her son
Ron Parker to help kick off our 125th anniversary year. Father Mulholland was also in fine
form with his annual blessing.
Most people now have their masts up, but the
continuing cold weather has caused delays
with some. We now have to start concentrating
on cleaning up the grounds to make us more
presentable. Have a look around your area and
make sure your area is cleaned up. This was
especially noticeable around the older locker
blocks.

The other factor delaying projects around the
Club is the final focus on the new buildings.
The push is now on to get them done. We are
now in the work party phase of the work. With
the concerted efforts of many members great
progress has been made getting them completed. The objective is to achieve official occupancy permission. The deadline for the Learn to
Sail building is June 23 to allow usage for the
first session starting the week after. The locker
building is required as soon as possible, but
despite false hopes raised by my, “possibly in
two weeks” prediction made at the Spring
General meeting on April 23, it’s not likely to
happen until later in June too. Many thanks to
the many members who attended the “Get it to
Done” work party on May 31 as well as those
who contributed greatly earlier and after. The
end is now truly in sight. And, touch wood, it’s

looking like we will be within budget.
Thanks to our Treasurer, John Heath for leading
the charge on the locker allocation for this summer. This includes many existing lockers as well
as the new building. This is no mean feat and
requires the skills of an accomplished statistician
and cat herder. As it stands now 22 of the 28
new lockers have been assigned. Others are
required for club usage and for future use by
senior members.
Another important initiative underway is being
led by Lynda Chubak under the direction of our
Planning Chair Trevor Spurr. This is the study
on how best to optimize the usage of that very
busy and critical area of the Club between the
Rapid’s Queen and the old Dinghy Shed. This
area is critical to the functioning of the club and
contains a wide variety of usages including club
tender and workboat access and docking, dry sail
launch and haul-out both on the ramp and the
crane, holding tank pump out, visitor docking,
member’s tenders docking, Learn to Sail boat
launching and haul-out, and member’s docks. In
addition, a revamping of the dry sail ramp is
required. This study involves Fleet, Moorings,
Yard, Grounds, Learn to Sail, and Planning. It is
a complex Rubik’s Cube of a puzzle to solve. It
will be interesting to see what they come up with,
As I said at the Spring General Meeting, I believe
Queen City Yacht Club, in its entire 125 year
history, has never been stronger. Our slips are
full, we are expanding and renewing our facilities, we have an active and engaged membership,
an active sailing and racing program, and we
have a manageable debt and money in the bank.
I know many other clubs who wish they were in
our position.

Entertainment
Philly Chatterdon, entertainment@qcyc.ca
In the short time I’ve been Entertainment Chair,
I have had the pleasure of watching the Great
Hall come alive with merriment and cheer on
several occasions.
The Sailpast dinner and dance were a joyous
time for all, as was the impromptu dance session
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that followed the
first race night of
the year. The
Games Night after
the Spring General
Meeting was a fun
success with bingo
and darts, backgammon and euchre, harkening
back to the days of the original club house.
Speaking of the city side club house, we were
finally able to solve the murder of our Commodore in 1920 during the first Murder Mystery
Night; a fun time was had by all and the guilty
parties know who they are!
Don’t forget there are QCYC custom puzzles, a
backgammon set, darts and other game items
stored in the office which Laura Vanek our
Manager, will sign out to any member. And
there’s Yoga on the lawn every Sunday morning starting in June.
As I look forward to the next few months I am
seeing some fantastic events lined up. Lobsterfest on June 21st will serve up delicious seafood and feature two bands, Fiddlestix in the
afternoon and Juice in the evening. Ribfest on
July 5th will have a decidedly country feel to
the sounds of The River Junction Band, so get
out that cowboy hat and get ready to
swing. Following the Women’s Skippers Race
on August 6th, there will be a Disco Dance
Night with D.J. Eric Ling. I lived through the
disco era and when I heard Eric DJ, he blew me
away with some of his vinyl tracks. The grandest event planned this summer is no doubt the
Commodore’s Ball on August 16th. This formal
dress up in turn of the last century event will
be punctuated by the Toronto All Star Big
Band and their full orchestra sound.
I can’t wait to see the Great Hall light up!
As the summer progresses, I look forward to
enjoying the great beauty which is the QCYC
and I hope that you will invite and share with
your family and friends the many events and
merriment yet to come.

Board Updates

(Continued Editor’s Notes from page 2)

continues to improve our website. If you
haven't all ready registered on the website
please do so. There is lots of content in the
members' only area now. The Quick Clipper allows the Board to communicate timely
information to you. If you are not subscribed and would like to, register in the
members-only section of the website.
I would like to thank the Moderators Jim
Neundorf and Victor Granic who continue
to do an outstanding job on the Quick Clipper. Check out the pictures from Launch,
Sail Past, Entertainment and 125th Anniversary events. Thank you to the members who
provided the great pictures.

three twitter accounts: QCYCTOG – Communications,
QCYCTOR – Racing and
QCYCsailing – Learn to Sail
that I would encourage you to
join depending on your interests. They are also displayed on
the right hand side of home
page of www.qcyc.ca
I am always looking for contributions. Writing a piece for the
Clipper or acting as a layout
artist is a great way to earn
hours and if you need ideas, I
have lots. Just contact me at
communications@qcyc.ca.

To find our Facebook page or our YouTube
Channel, just click on the icons at the top of
every page on our website. We also have
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Board Updates
Planning
Trevor Spurr, planning@qcyc.ca
Your Board of Directors
has recently approved a
policy on how the Club
can implement an Ontario law with the tongue
twister moniker
“Accessibility for Ontarians With Disabilities
Act” which, not surprisingly, is referred to as
AODA.
The purpose of this ground-breaking legislation, possibly unique in the world, is to make
Ontario accessible to persons with disabilities
“by developing, implementing and enforcing
standards with respect to goods, services, facilities, accommodation, employment, buildings,
structures and premises provided by government, business and non-profit organizations”.
This is not exactly self-explanatory but I will
give it a try.
It is the usual perception that AODA deals
with physical disabilities requiring the installation of structural changes to buildings for instance. This is an incorrect assumption.
AODA embraces a wider view of disability to
include, besides physical impairment, sensory,
developmental, mental health, learning and
other non-evident — or “invisible” disabilities.
When disability is viewed in this way the disabled community becomes much larger; it includes for example younger persons who have
learning or developmental disabilities, and
older persons who are survivors of strokes or
heart attacks, seniors who have trouble with
vision or hearing and those persons suffering
from mental illnesses.
While average life expectancy in Ontario is
just under 80 years, disability-free life expectancy is only 68 years. This is not happy news
but relevant to our Club which generally has a
goodly number of older members and thus
older guests to whom the club may provide
services.

As well, the Learn to Sail programme may well
have some proportion of children and adolescents with learning or developmental issues.
For the time being the only part of AODA that
has been implemented deals with what is called
“customer service” and the need to have a
Customer Service Standard. Because we do
provide programmes for the general public
such as Learn to Sail, allow non-club members
to use the tender and hold events for which
money is charged and non-members can attend,
we actually do have customers.
The Customer Service Standard requires the
Club to: establish a policy to implement the
standard; communicate with people in a way
that recognizes their disability; allow persons to
use service animals and support persons if
suitable; provide notice when usual services are
interrupted and provide a method of feedback
for disabled persons to let the Club know how
the standard is working. Also the Customer
Service Standard requires staff training on
AODA.
You may be interested to know that AODA is
regarded by the organized disabled community
to be pretty “lame” and not up to its original
billing. It becomes obvious when reviewing
background material on the regulations that the
Customer Service Standard will not be arduous
to implement, is already somewhat imbedded
in what we do or is just common sense.
The following are some examples of what will
occur or what might be done to implement our
AODA policy:
The use of training videos for staff to learn how
to help people coming to the Club with disabilities and how to effectively communicate with
them. For example the video will show how to
offer assistance to a blind person; how to physically walk with that person as a guide and what
verbal information could be provided while
guiding so the person knows what way a door
will open, when the walking surface changes in
grade or kind or where a chair is located and if
it has arms.
Allowing support persons for the disabled to
ride on the tender for free if the support person
is not coming to participate on his or her own
behalf.

Making the public parts of our website accessible for non club members using “services” we
provide but who cannot see for example. There
is software available for this purpose.
Making sure that if tender service is interrupted that those who do not receive the Quick
Clipper can still learn of the problem perhaps
by changing the message on the voice recording
in the office or putting the notice on the tender
schedule on the website, if this is practical.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Providing written instructions on safety
measures on the Algonquin Queen II to parallel the voice recording.
Providing a means for the disabled to comment
on how they were treated at the Club by designating someone to receive such feedback, such
as the Club Manager.
Besides the Club being obligated to adopt a
policy which we have now done, because we
have at least 20 employees, we must file a report with the proper Ministry as to what we are
doing. Failure to comply with these regulations
can result in inspections and fines.
If you would like to view the Policy it is on the
Club website and is also appended to this article and will be posted in the office area.
I have viewed several training videos. It is
enlightening to listen to the blind, deaf, physically handicapped and mentally ill describe
how they like to be helped get around and it
would be useful information for anyone, not
just staff.
I also wish to remind members that the present
Capital Budget Plan is available to members on
the Club website in the Members-Only Section/
Handbook Bylaws & Plans, for which you have
to be logged in.
Also although most of us like to view the Club
on the island as a “green and sceptered isle” or
perhaps a bit of Eden away from our usual
lives, unfortunately the Club is foolish not to
have a policy on how we would deal with complaints about harassment, sexual or otherwise.
Recent events at two clubs on our side of the
Lake are cautionary tales as to what can happen and has happened to others.
Not only is it important for such complaints to
be dealt with fairly for the benefit of the person
making the complaint but the cost of defending
a law suit arising from a complaint and being
liable for damages are matters for which we are
not insured. Even the cost of a legal defense
would be substantial. As a result steps are being taken to have a policy and procedure in
place and there will be more on this later in the
summer.

Queen City Yacht Club Accessibility
for Ontarians with Disabilities Policy
IN ACCORDANCE with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act 2005 (the “Act”)
QUEEN CITY YACHT CLUB (QCYC) is committed to ensuring that our services are provided in a manner that respects the dignity and
independence of people with disabilities as
defined in the Act and the Ontario Human
Rights Code.

Communications
QCYC will communicate with persons with
disabilities in ways that take into account their
disability. When asked, QCYC staff will use
their best efforts to provide information and
communications materials in accessible formats
or with communications supports. Staff will be
trained to inquire of any guest or member with
a disability as to the best method of communication.
Staff will be instructed to speak in clear
and plain language
and to speak slowly.
We will offer to communicate with any
disabled person by
email if telephone
communication is not
suitable to their needs
or is not available.
Of particular importance to QCYC,
tender staff will be
trained to provide
safety information
when
asked
by persons with disabilities in an accessible manner and to
recognize the need to
communicate during
emergencies so that
passengers with disabilities are made
aware of the nature of
the emergency and
the procedures to
be followed.
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Accessibility, Service Animals and Support Persons
QCYC welcomes people with disabilities and
their service animals. Service animals are allowed on the parts of the premises that are
open to the public and on club tenders

A person with disability who is accompanied
by a support person will be allowed to have
that person accompany them on the premises.
Tender fees will not be charged for support
persons so long as that person is not participating in club activities for their own enjoyment
separate from the person being assisted.

Notice of Service Interruption
QCYC will provide members and guests with
notice in the event of a planned or unexpected
interruption of services or facilities usually
used by persons with disabilities. This notice
(Continued on page 8)
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will include, by written and or electronic publication used by the club to communicate to
members and/or the public, the reason for
the disruption, its duration and the alternative
facilities or services that will be available.

Training
QCYC will provide training on an ongoing
basis to staff, members and volunteers and
others who interact with the public about the
provision of accessible facilities and services
in accordance with the requirements of
the Act, the Ontario Human Rights Code and
the policies of QCYC regarding persons with
disabilities as developed or amended from
time to time.

Feedback
Persons who wish to provide feedback or
obtain additional information can let QCYC
know verbally or by email directed
to office@qcyc.com.

On the Water Safety
Corner
Graham Dougall,
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
There is the phrase; Lies, damned lies and
statistics, which disparages statistics. So, what
does this phrase
have to do with
safety? Without
good information
that is correctly
a nd pro perl y
analyzed, you
can’t be sure
whether you really have a problem; you need
statistics that are
properly analyzed.
Without a record
of car problems, how can a recall notice be
developed? Well, may be some manufacturers
do know when they have a bum car without a
driving history.

This applies to sailing as illustrated with the
following, an extract from Scuttlebutt Sailing
News
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 — Issue 4089
From Donald Street, Jr.: Regarding the potential discovery of the Beneteau First 40.7 Cheeki
Rafiki, upside down and minus its keel, I say
that it's time for a national or international
organization to start a survey on boats that
have lost keels. Before we can stop this trend,
we need the data for the number of boats that
have lost keels in last ten years along with the
builder of these boats, the designer of the
boats, and the number of people lost on these
boats.
Editor's note: Does anyone know if this data
exists, or if an initiative is underway to gather
it? Please reply to info@sailingscuttlebutt.com

Many club members
know Jan Steyn of
Youngstown Yacht
Club and his experience of losing a keel
on his new sailboat
“1-2” in the Bermuda
last year. Fortunately,
Jan was rescued from
his sailboat.
So, are keels falling
off more or is it just
the situation that
with the Internet,
email, Twitter, etc.,
we are more aware of
occurrences that
happen. Without
historical data and
statistical analysis,
it’s really impossible
to tell.
Another example is
the evolution of the
first aid training
protocols, which are
continuously revised
as result of feedback
of the actual practice
of the first aid techniques. For example,
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the CPR protocols are reviewed on a periodic
basis: The guidelines are reviewed every five
years and updated only when evidence is clear
that changes will improve survival rates. The
2010 guidelines are based on input from 356
resuscitation experts from 29 countries.
Recently I took a first aid course to maintain
my certification. I found out that the circular
bandage, used to stabilize embedded objects,
that we all previously practiced in first aid
courses, is now gone. Too many individuals
concentrated on getting the bandage right,
rather than addressing the bleeding problem.
If you haven’t taken a first aid course in while,
you should consider one as many things have
changed and are simpler.
In case you want to have immediate access to
(Continued on page 9)
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a first aid manual, both the American and
British Red Crosses have first aid apps for
your smart phone or tablet. Afraid your phone
is out of juice, just go online and Google cell
phone “crank chargers”. These units come in
handy in an emergency!
Back to the purpose of the article, we can only
improve safety if we know about problems. If
you have an incident, and if there’s a way that
you can report it so to increase the information base, I would encourage you to spend
the extra effort to do so.
The club is improving its ability to respond to
incidents and crisis, the basis being our Emergency Communications Plan, available in the
members’ only section at:
ht t p: // ww w .q cy c.ca / ?q =sy st e m/ f i l e s/
M EM B ER S - o n l y - p a g e s/ 2 0 1 4 -0 4 - 1 0 %
20 Queen%2 0City %20Ya cht%2 0 Cl ub %
20Emergency%20Communications%20Plan%
20-%20Unrestricted.pdf .
Part of this Club’s capability, is the Incident
Reporting process, using the Incident Report,
available at: www.qcyc.ca/?q=system/files/
MEMBERS-only-pages/QCYC%
20EMERGENCY%20PLAN%20Incident%
20Reporting%20Form.doc
If you have any sort of incident you feel that
needs to be reported to the Club, please do so
using this report and drop the completed copy
at the office. If you’re unsure whether it
should or should not be reported, please be
willing to err on reporting every incident.
http://email.sailingscuttlebutt.com/t/
ViewEmail/j/7E2557EE8C3E7510/
CFEA059A21EE1A249A8E73400EDACAB4
downloaded on 2014-05-24.
http://
w.heartandstroke.com/site/
c.ikIQLcMWJtE/
b.6301495/k.940B/
CPRguidelines.htm downloaded on 2014-05-26
Picture taken at Sail Past
by Elizabeth Rose

9

Board Updates
125th Anniversary
Committee
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca
125th Anniversary celebrations have sprung into
high gear. Besides using Yves Florack’s logo on
the Quick Clipper and Clipper mastheads and
the new placemats in the Bight@QCYC, we
have been providing you with History Bites
every two weeks (if you missed some see the
article in this Clipper). We also have a 125th Commodore Steven Hills, Vice Commodore Ron
brochure designed by Yves Florack with a brief Mazza with Ron and Margaret Parker by Don Hinchley
history of the Club that I wrote. It is available
in the Office for members. During Sail Past you Associate Member Terry O’Neill took some
could not miss the 125th Flag on the Commo- great shots from the bow of the Commodore’s
Emily, Margaret and Loren Parker taken by
dore’s boat that was also designed by our talent- yacht of our boats as they passed. They are
Mary Harsant
ed member Yves Florack. I am also flying one
posted on the website and for a donation of $20
from my boat and we have one flying from the
towards the 125th celebrations, we will give you
flag pole. If you would like a large 125th Flag or
an 8 ½” by 11” colour print of your boat with
On May 31st we dedicated a Time Capsule
(or without) the 125th Logo designed by Yves
made from a section of the mast of Canada 1,
an America’s Cup challenger in the 1980s. If
Florack.
you are interested in the history of Canada 1,
On May 25th we visited the gravesite of our
newspaper articles have been loaded in the 1980
first Commodore Thomas World and laid a
Archives on the website (Our Spirit/
special wreath set up by Mary Harsant on the
Archives/1980/89). The capsule is located in the
grave. Associate Member Don Hinchley gave a
lobby of the club house and is not be opened
very interesting talk on the history of Thomas
until our 150th Anniversary in 2039. We placed
World and the members of his family who were
buried in the plot (see article in this Clipper).
Senior Member, the Reverend Canon Heather
Picture of 125th Flag by Don Hinchley
McCance, gave a beautiful and inspiring blessing and even sang a sailor’s hymn. Margaret
a smaller version please buy one in the office
World Parker, her daughter in law Trish Parker,
(for the 3’ by 6’ version $160 + HST and an 18”
and her twin granddaughters Emily and Loren
by 36” version for $50 + HST).
Parker were in attendance.
We also have 125th printed Burgees that are
available in the Office for $25 + HST. The ordered sewn 125th Burgees have not arrived yet,
but those who ordered one will be informed
when they do. Thanks to Linda Doe there is also
lots of regalia that has been customized to celebrate our 125th.
At Sail Past we had two special visitors, Margaret World Parker the Grand Niece of our first
Commodore Thomas Albert Edward World and
her son Ron Parker. For further background see
Don Hinchley’s article in this issue. Ron Parker
also spoke at the Sail Past banquet on his Great
Great Uncle and how proud he would be of Richard Slee, Rev. Heather McCance and Don
Hinchley taken by Mary Harsant
Queen City today.
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Richard Slee dedicates Time Capsule by Genia
Vanderkruk
(Continued on page 11)

Board Updates
(125th Continued from page 10)

issues of the Clipper, a 125th Burgee and Flag
and a cartoon from Peter Gawa regarding jets
and the Toronto Island Airport. We tried to put
in a Centenary Book however found that it would
not fit.

Over the next year we will add 2014 Clippers,
minutes of Board of Directors and 125th Anniversary Committee (2012-2014, printed), 2014
Membership Roster, Memorabilia e.g. pins, tender tickets, sewn Burgee, pictures of Club, Directors and Members, Restaurant menu, calendar of
club events, newspaper clippings of QCYC
events, letter from Commodore to future members, Race Committee Photo and race results
including Wednesday night series, Members
Handbook, 125th History Book, signed sheet of
people attending the August 15th 2014 event,
USB vault storage (claim of 100 years longevity)
and contributions from LTS sailors. If you have
an idea for the Time Capsule please contact me.
What followed that evening was an exciting Murder Mystery Night created by our own Entertainment Chair Philly Chatterdon based on historical
characters of the Club, the murder of Commodore Melvin Armstrong and sinking of our first

Heritage Toronto Plaque Unveiling with Ross Fair Heritage Toronto, Commodore Steven Hills,
Kirsten Williams Scotia Bank, Ron Mazza Island Rep and Vice Commodore, and Pam
McConnell City Counselor taken by Mary Harsant
club house on July 7, 1920 at the foot of
York St. We all had a great time and I enjoyed playing my Great Grandfather, Richard Slee.

On June 1st we participated in the Toronto Island
House Tour in support of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation. We used our historical display
boards in the Great Hall, with movies of our Club
from the 1930 to 70s. Special thanks to Don
Hinchley and Mary Harsant who helped with the
set up and Richard Forsyth and Karen Wash who
acted as docents and with me guided about 80
people around the Club.

On June 2nd I gave a presentation of the history
of our Club to the Council of Commodores.
On June 7th we dedicated a Toronto Heritage
Plaque on the Ward’s Island dock celebrating our
125th Anniversary. In attendance were Ross Fair
of Toronto Heritage, a representative of Scotia
Bank, Councillor Pam McConnell, Adam Zelka
the Island Representative, and our Commodore
Steven Hills. I then led those who were interested
in a tour of the yacht moorings, the marine yard
and our club house. A reception was held in the
great hall after the tour. If you have not already
done so it is not too late to donate towards the
cost of the plaque.
Blake Van Winkle (the murder) converses with Tommy World at the Murder Msytery Night .
Photo taken by Mary Harsant
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Future events will consist of: On June 14th we
(Continued on page 12)

Board Updates
They are primarily a theatrical costume rental
company, though they do carry a selection of
retail make-up, wigs, and accessories (gloves,
jewelry, eyemasks, hats, etc.). They also carry a
small selection of retail costumes. They rent their
costumes to the theatre and film and television
industries and they are open to the public by
appointment. You can book an appointment or
drop in.
Malabar Limited, Address: 14 McCaul St, Toronto, ON M5T 1V6, Phone :( 416) 598-2581 website:
www.malabarl.net
The costumes and party supplies section is well
stocked. You can get hats, wigs, fake moustaches,
and tonnes of accessories like swords or guns or
wands. You can pick up a ready-to-go costume or
piece something together pretty easily. The rentals
department however, is where Malabar truly
shines. The costumes are sorted by style, decade
and theme.
Party City: Toronto downtown location: 39 Orfus
Road, Toronto, ON M6A 1L7 Telephone: (416)
785-4035 Website: www.partycity.com They have
costumes and accessories to rent. There are several stores in Toronto and area and you can order
online.
On September 13th we will hold a Heritage Day
with movies, updated display boards and signed
photos of members over time will be displayed.

QCYC Open Regatta
Graham Dougall rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

(125th Continued from page 11)

will hold an old Movie Night with highlights of
the best from the past two years and new clips
that were contributed this year.
On August 15th, from 7-9am we will have a
Heritage Celebration at the Club. Plans are to
get the CN Tower lit in Blue, White and Gold as
a declaration of QCYC’s special day. Everyone
is to dress in blue, white and gold. We hope to
have Wayne Lilley give a short presentation on
the history of the Club and invite Past Commodores and long-time members to share their
memories. These will be small five minute

presentations with reminiscences from audience during presentation (or after).
On August 16th we will have the 125th
Anniversary Commodore’s Ball at the Club
with a Big Band, period dress up, and a dinner
based on a 1905 Menu. As this is a dress up
Ball in period costumes (1890s to 1910) I am
suggesting the following places to consider
getting a costume:
Theatrix Costume House, (previously at 284
King St. W.) Address: 165 Geary Ave, Toronto, ON M6H 2B8. Phone :(416) 977-3113 Website: www.theatrixcostumehouse.com
12

Saturday, September 6, 2014.The 125th Anniversary QCYC Open Regatta, home of the UK Sails
Toronto Sail Giveaway, might just be the best one
we've ever hosted. Make sure you get your crew
together and register for the only 1-day event on
the LORC regatta calendar.
Race all day and party all night on Saturday,
September 6th. Queen City keeps regatta racing
accessible for anybody with some of the largest
PHRF and Whitesail fleets at any regatta on Lake
Ontario. We'll also be hosting a big IRC fleet
and several one design classes. Come for the late
summer winds; stay for the last best regatta party
of the season!
Register now at: www.lorc.org.

Ocean Adventures
Blue Hour's Cruise to
the East Coast
Nina Nakajima
Part 1: The Saguenay Fjord
"I am ready to be captain!" were Jonas's words
as he jumped out of his bunk and ran to the
cockpit. So began our family's summer-long
cruise on Blue Hour out the St. Lawrence River
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. We left Ontario
and spent time in Quebec, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. We
loved the adventure in its entirety -- how could
we not with a variety of interesting new places,
amazing new friends, great sailing, and most of
all spending 10 weeks fully together? -- but
there were three highlights that I want to share
in this and the next issue: The Saguenay Fjord,
The Magdalen Islands, and the Bras d'Or
Lakes.
After the familiar territory of Lake Ontario and
the 1000 Islands, then the hustle and bustle of
sightseeing in Montreal and Quebec City, we
were pushed along by current and wind and
arrived at where the Saguenay River flows into
the St. Lawrence. The conditions were perfect
for whale watching: calm and close to slack

tide. Although at first we
could not differentiate them
from birds and seals, as we
got closer, we realized we
were looking at groups of
beluga whales. As we let
Blue Hour drift bare poles,
we learned to listen for
beluga breathing sounds
that indicated they were
close enough for us to see
for a few moments before
they dove under for another
two minutes or so. The pale
grey, almost white whales
were mostly in pods of
three or four and the one
that we got closest to included a baby beluga. We
also saw the fin of a killer
whale and witnessed a
minke whale come about
half way out of the water.
Standing on deck during
this hour, we were all freezing but didn't want to go
put on jackets and hats for
fear of missing a sighting.
Since the tide was beginning to turn against us, we
reluctantly decided it was time to stop whale
watching and turn to port to head up the Saguenay River. With the spinnaker flying, we sailed
a tortuous course up this spectacular fjord but
the wind became unpredictable and on the nose
due to the cliffs on either side (see photo below). There were five boats behind us and we
felt like we were racing for one of the twelve
coveted mooring balls. However, none of them
ended up in Baie Éternité where there were
actually only five mooring balls, three still
available. There is no option of anchoring since
most of the bay is over 100 feet deep. Our feeling of needing to "race" was incongruent with
the humbling experience of being surrounded
by majestic scenery. In this serene yet dramatic
anchorage, Blue Hour was dwarfed by the 300m
high cliffs (PHOTO next page).
We stayed at this mooring, part of a national
park, the next day and continued to be in awe
of the scenery. We dinghied ashore and hiked
(Continued on page 14)

13

Ocean Adventures
(Blue Hour Continued from page 13)

up to the lookout so high that Blue Hour literally appeared to us as a dot on the water
(PHOTO page 18). Jonas joined Joni in being a
competent and enthusiastic hiker. What a difference from last year. We went to the Visitors'
Centre, then for a choppy dinghy ride around
the corner to see the statue of the Virgin Mary
hundreds of metres high on the cliff. Believe it
or not, Jonas was so worn out from the hike
that he nodded off during the bouncy high
speed ride. Good thing Jonathan caught him
before he toppled forward off the dinghy seat.
After dinner we rowed to shore for a campfire
and marshmallow roast as the tide fell
(PHOTO page 18). With sticky fingers, we
waded through wet clay to carry the dinghy to
water. To this day, traces of the clay stiffen my
running shoes; the Saguenay and its whales are
with me still.

We continued on a whirlwind tour of the St.
(Continued on page 18)
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Launch

Photos by Don Hinchley, and Genia Vanderkruk
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Sail Past

Photos by Don Hinchley, Terry O’Neill, Mary Harsant and Genia Vanderkruk
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Heritage and Entertainment

Photos by John Carrol, Don Hinchley, Mary Harsant and Genia Vanderkruk
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Ocean Adventures

(Cruise to the East Coast continued from page 14)

Lawrence River: Every day a different place to
explore and a different French place name to
remember when someone on the phone asked,
"Where are you?" First the scenic, secluded
anchorages on the north shore, then to small,
tiny, and minuscule fishing or ex-fishing ports
along the south shore, to the beautiful tip of the
Gaspé Peninsula with Rock Percé and Île Bonaventure's gannet colony.
Everyday Jonathon got the boat going at dawn
(0430 since it was the beginning of summer
and the eastern part of the time zone) and
sailed with the spinnaker while being pushed
by the current till mid-day when the wind came
up to 25 knots or more. We had the afternoons
to explore and play on shore.
From there we went to one port in New Brunswick, two in Prince Edward Island, two on
Nova Scotia's north shore, then to Chéticamp
on Cape Breton. There we waited impatiently
for appropriate weather to sail to Les Îles-de-laMadeleine (Magdalen Islands in English). We
had been looking forward to this, had heard it
touted as a highlight of other sailors' trips, and
were not disappointed.
To be continued.
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Board Member Profile— Will Harney

steamship. Summers were almost always spent
near water with lots of opportunities to mess
about with boats. At one point the family had a
63 foot double ended Nova Scotia dragger that
was their floating cottage, which they sailed up
and down Lake Ontario, the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa rivers. It spent a winter or two at Pier 4
across from where the Algonquin Queen II
lands.

Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca
Will has been interested in
sailing for as long as he can
remember. He was born in
Iberville, Quebec across the
river from Saint-Jean Sur Richelieu on the Richelieu River half
way between Montreal and Lac
Champlain. His parents had a
31 foot wooden yawl called
Leda. He probably would have
been born on board if he hadn’t
been a winter baby.

Will’sfather now owns and sails a wooden
reproduction of an Itchen Ferry; a gaff rigged
cutter famed as a gentleman’s racer in 1800’s
Southampton, England. Probably the prettiest
boat at Prince Edward Yacht Club, in Picton
and an absolute joy to sail.

All of his ancestors sailed to
Canada with the exception of
his grandmother, who must
have been a die-hard power King Edward Dredge in Picton Harbour skippered by Will’s Great
boater and came on a Cunard Grandfather John Paul Harney of Quebec City
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After school Will learned to sail Albacores as
members of North Toronto Sailing Club
(NTSC) out of Centre Island. He remembers
the sailing was great as was the club experience. He likens it to QCYC; self-help, lots of
(Continued on page 20)

Board Member Profile
(Will Harney Continued from page 19)

team work keeping the fleet on top of the water, sailing, racing, good food and drink, and
just a slightly more active dating scene. He
met friends for life at the NTSC and fell instantly in love with the magic of Toronto Island.

Will Harney
Will was introduced to keel boat racing
through friends from NTSC and got the feel for
big boat power. It was a great learning experience crewing on a former Admirals cup challenger, a baptism of fire in terms of sail control
complexity, and addictive boat speed. He has
helped a friend in Michigan campaign in a
Tartan Ten, in club races, a NOOD Regatta
and four Bayview Mackinac Races. They had
some measure of success often finishing on the
podium. Racing in the Mackinac hooked him
on distance racing. He feels that crew dynamics
and understanding lake effect winds separates
the front from the back of the fleet. He fondly
remembers (or maybe not) getting schooled
mercilessly by an “Old Goat”, a skipper with
25 or more Mac’s under his belt, which is a
learning experience to be sure.
Will and Bev his wife, got their first keel boat
Nepenthean in 2010 and have campaigned her

as a couple in LOSHR races and with full crew
for LOOR races including three Susan Hood
Trophy Races. Building on experience gained
in Mackinac races applied to Lake Ontario,
they were able to come up the standings every
year claiming the George McCloy Trophy for
the 2013 Susan Hood for first overall for White
sail. They have also raced in the QCYC Regatta and Women’s
Skipper Race and
look forward to
racing their new
boat as soon as she
is ready to race.
They also love
cruising in Lake
Ontario, the Bay of
Quinte and the
Thousand Islands.
Will and Bev have
chartered bare boats
in the BVIs and St
Martin and cruised
with friends in the
Bahamas and Florida Keys. They
would love to cruise
the Med. They also
sail dinghies at their
family cottage on
Canoe Lake in
Algonquin Park and have often raced in the
annual Canoe Lake
Laser Regatta; the
longest continuously
held Laser Regatta in
the World!

the islands, again. Since her Grandfather lived
and sailed on the islands, she thought she had
mojo. Walking through the Club they were
intercepted by none other than Commodore
Pat Whetung, who obviously sensing Beverley’s disappointment and Will’s lust for all of
the sailboats moored in the lagoon, Pat gave
them a tour and hooked them (Yeah Pat). They
love the fact that everyone at QCYC wants to
be there. It is not a club of convenience. That
kind of passion for community and sailing is a
winning combination.

When asked “what changes have you seen over
the years at the Club” they admit they are
rookies but witnessed the completion of the
City View Docks, and the spectacular new
locker blocs and Learn to Sail facilities. They
have been witness to and are really excited to
see the growth in Dry Sailing and look forward
to joining the fray once they can fit it in. Even
though they consider themselves rookies, Will
took on the daunting task of Yard Chair in
2013 and after doing a spectacular job was reelected this year. Launch this year was pure
art. During his short time as Chair he has
instigated an expansion of the dry sail area and
an upgrading of the Dry Sail hoist.
When Will is not at QCYC, he likes to spend
time with friends and family socializing, which
from my observation sounds a lot like the time

Will and Bev became
Associates in 2008 and
moved next door to us
on Green Dock when
they become Senior
members in 2010.
They joined QCYC
after he strolled
around Algonquin
Island with Beverley
when she had failed to
win the lottery for
position on the list for
a lease on a house on Will and Bev’s new boat C&C 35-II Disco Volante

20

(Continued on page 21)

Articles
(Will Harney Continued from page 20)

he spends at QCYC. Beverley and Will have
three wonderful children, Lauren, Regan and
Pauline who enjoy sailing and spending time at
the Club when they are in Toronto. Regan has
worked in the Club restaurant.
Will studied Mechanical Engineering Technology at Ryerson and business at York University as continuing education. Will works in Research and Development and Product and
Business Development in the automotive systems field for Magna International. He has
global responsibility now but in the past he has
lived and worked in Canada and the USA. He
also sits on a number of boards and committees
to promote innovation, the development of
people as well as injury prevention for Canadian Youth.
So where does Will see the Club headed in the
future? His sense is that QCYC will continue
to be a very viable sailing club that draws passionate sailors that race and cruise and don’t
think twice about being anywhere else in the
GTA. QCYC will also begin to grow to meet
the interests of sailors that live and work in the
core of the city and see QCYC as a way to sail
and race in an urban oasis that is connected to
the very fabric of the Toronto. Like Toronto, he
feels our club will become more dynamic, diverse and popular. In short, a very exciting
place to be.

Bev Harney

History Bites
Richard Slee and Tony Araujo
I have been writing Quick Clipper History
Bites every two weeks since the beginning of
the year to celebrate our 125th anniversary.
Tony Araujo has recently joined me in contributing some historical nuggets and one member
Andrew Lithgow contributed one of his own.
As many older members do not have email and
some do not receive the Quick Clipper I decided I would publish them in the Clipper. Some
of you might have missed them or enjoy reading them again.
April 29, 2014
The Red Ensign of 1944 (19 years after the first
issues in 1925) Al Rae Sr. is Commodore and
the four issues that we have cover a number of
interesting bits of history that I have extracted.
There is a Stag being held in January 44 and
“MORE BEER” is mentioned over and over
again where food is mentioned only once. They
are also going to play “African Dominos”, and
the cost for the Stag is $1.50. The Board is
planning on obtaining a tender as parties at the
Club have to end early (at least for the 80% of
the members who don’t live on the Island) due
to the last Ferry. Launch in 1944 occurred on
the weekend of May 20 and 21st and the Commodore is bemoaning the fact that only 50% of
members had been over
to work on their boats by
April 22. The “Marine
Chairman” what we now
call the Yard Chair is
calling for a work party to
prep the yard on May 14.
There was also the challenge of finding out there
was a $10,000 mortgage
on the property taken out
in 1922 (meaning no
borrowing could be done
using the Club House as
collateral) and the registry
book of the bonds that
were issued was nowhere
to be found. The Board
took on the task of trying
to resolve the issue and
discovered that a Club
21

Officer who no longer
was a member of the Club had failed to pass
on the Bond Registry some 15 to 20 years
before. More detective work found that bonds
had been issued to Toronto Hydro as collateral
but that a letter had been discovered dated
1924 cancelling the debt. In the end that left
only three bonds were outstanding which were
eventually dealt with. We have the infamous
registry in our archives.
The Marine Chair was also trying to take away
the yard’s “irregular and ugly appearance” by
requesting the members to paint there cradles
green and with stenciled white boat names for
50 cents. The Sailing Committee expressed
interest in bringing “14’ International Sloops”
to QCYC. We had not been able to participate
in the LSSA for four years due to the WW II.
There is mention of adopting the Tumlaren as
a One Design cruising boat by Lake Ontario
Yacht Clubs. In the July issue of the Red Ensign it is reported there were 25 starters (who
were in some state of sobriety) in the Wednesday night races which was considered a record.
There were also “instruction periods” being
offered by experienced sailors at the Club for
newer sailors. On July 16, 1944 the Club held
its annual “Marine Field Day or Aquatic Day”
which included rowing dinghy races for ladies,
men and juniors, a swimming obstacle race,
greasy “polo” walking, championship race
around the Island, and men’s, women’s and
juniors swimming races. Members were to
dress in “ancient” swimming wear; the most
uproarious costume to win a prize. In 44 they
had four cruises to Oshawa (15 boats), Olcott
NY (12 boats), Port Credit (6 boats) and Hamilton (stag cruise with 8 boats). The “Gals” had
agreed to decorate the interiors of the new
lockers! There is also mention that the Women’s’ Committee (of which there were 40 members organized by Vi Rae) is active “But don’t
worry boys, 98% of us our married (i.e. duly
submissive!?)” There were also numerable
In September 1944 a meet was held with
ABYC at which, according to Commodore Al
Rae Sr., we were shellacked and he had quite a
rant as to what had to be done to beat ABYC
in 45. In 44 they were also hoping to install
showers in the washrooms that the House
Chair Bill Woodcock felt were “badly needed”.
(Continued on page 22)
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They also had one of their most successful
regattas with 70 starts, with about 25-30 visitors and close to 100 yachts (there is a description of the boats in the September 44 Red Ensign). Tommy World called it the finest Regatta
the QCYC had ever held. The Club had 62
members in the services in WW II that year
and they were missed. They were also facing a
locker shortage and asking members to share
space. They held their “Trophy Night and
Dance” (now the Awards Night) proceeded by
a Grudge Race perhaps our Champion of
Champions race today. By the end of the year
they were still whistling for a row to cross to
the Club from the ferry dock. They were hoping to have a tender by 1949.
May 13, 2014
The Queen of the lake, the king of Denmark,
Warren (Jake) Jackman contributed by Andrew
Lithgow
Jake's last visit to the Club was in 2009, attending our hundred and twenty year anniversary
celebration. The year on his name tag was
nineteen forty three, which, judging from his
appearance - neat, trim, healthy-looking, early
fifties - made him a member well before he was
born! His actual age on that anniversary year
was eighty-five. What was his secret? His favorite tipple: Caesar, with clamato juice and
vodka?
Way back in 1981 I gave him a message: 'Art
Green says hello'. Intrigued, he asked me
where I'd seen Art, obviously an old pal of his.
Florida, last December, I said, explaining that I
was heading north to St Petes when this fellow
in a runabout aiming for the Gulf hailed
me with 'Ahoy, Queen City', having seen
my burgee. Then, after asking if I knew
Warren Jackman, and receiving 'Sure,
Jake' in reply, he asked me to deliver the
message.

Denmark. She was a beauty, and fast, so fast
they entered the biggest race of the season: the
Freeman. After a long, tiring but thrilling race
they were second, heading downwind towards
the line Jake was in charge of the mizzen's
running backstays. Art called out: 'Jibe Ho!',
and over the sails went. It was a good decision,
because they began gaining on their rival.
Then, there was loud bang, like the finishing
gun, and the mizzen went over the side! Jake
had forgotten all about his duty, caught up in
the contest within yards of the finish! He'd lost
the mizzen, and the race! It was all his fault! El
Margaret had other ideas, however. Her main
and jib were huge, and they drove her across
the line - first! Her dragging mizzen had hardly
slowed her down! Jake apologized as best he
could, but Art waved aside Jake's abject contrition with assurances that it didn't matter, all
that mattered was their winning the race, and
he'd get the mast fixed in no time. But first,
they'd have a party, the party to end all parties,
and they did Jake proposed we drink a toast to
Art Green, the world's best skipper, and a true
prince. El Margaret, a yacht fit for a king. And
a prince. You can see El Margaret on
gd28.wikidot.com/broker

May 26, 2014
In 1948 the “Red Ensign” or what we know
today as the “Clipper” had a new name the
“Kew-Cee Digest”. The first Digest was issued
by D. M. Taylor, Acting Chairman, of the Publicity Department at 2 Nottawa on Algonquin
Ave. in January 1948. There was to be a St.
Valentine’s Dance at the Club Top Hat on
February 11 at $2.00 per couple. The Club Top
Hat was at Sunnyside and would be torn down
for highway construction in 1956. The Club

After a pensive moment, Jake suggested we
get ourselves each a drink because he
wanted to tell me about Art. Settled down
at a table, he informed me that Art Green
is a prince among men, and proceeded to
tell me about the time he was one of the
crew on Art's yawl: El Margaret. Art was
Commodore of Port Credit, and the original owner of El Margaret was the king of
22

appointed a Purchasing Agent a Mr. R. Torrance to make all purchases for the Club. The
Planning Committee was headed by an A. J.
Rae who was to come up with the second part
of the improvement plan for 1948. The Board
of 1947 held four Regattas (Spring, LSSA, LYRA and Closing). That same Board was very
active in having entertainment every week,
acquired a beverage license, set up a bar, built
new barrel tables (wonder what happened to
them), installed the new north lounge with
furniture (if you go into the north of the Great
Hall you can see the floor and walls have different coloured wood showing the outline of
the old lounge which was removed by Teddy
Moore and his son under the direction of the
then Commodore, Klaus Noack in the early
80s), installed a shower room, re-plastered the
downstairs lounge and repaired the Lillian (the
name of the Club Tender at that time). In the
April issue Ed Stanger the Marine Railway
Chairman found the water level up to the engine in the spar shed and announced Launch
would occur on May 15. The Treasurer stated
that anyone who had not paid their dues would
not be launched (sound familiar). Tom the
Steward from the latter half of 1947 would be
back starting on May 1 with his wife making
meals. There was a three step process mentioned for dealing with Dry Rot (all boats were
wooden).
The Fee structure was interesting. The initiation fee was $5 and the annual Senior fee was
$22.50 with a special assessment of $10.00. If
you did not pay your fees by June 15 you had
to pay the initiation fee over again. In 48 they
tore down the old kitchen and dining room and
(Continued on page 26)
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Thomas Albert Edward World – Triumph, Tragedy and Coincidence
By Don Hinchley
In his initial article – August 2011 Clipper –
Richard Slee presented a biography of our first
Commodore Thomas “Tommy” World. In my
subsequent article on the search for the grave
of Thomas World - Clipper August 2013 - I
presented additional biographical material. I
suggested in my conclusion that it would be a
fitting tribute to assemble at the grave site
nearest April 18th, the anniversary of his death,
to express our gratitude for the many contributions Tomas Albert Edward World made to our
club. Additionally I commented it would be
significant if we could locate any relatives of
Thomas World to be part of our 125th anniversary. Finding the relatives of Thomas became
one of many coincidences in the ongoing story
of T. A. E. World and the Queen City Yacht
Club.
Those who attended this year’s Sail Past and
banquet May 17th had the opportunity to meet
and talk to two of Thomas World’s relatives.
Thomas and his wife Margaret Rose were married in Toronto November 11, 1908 but had no
children. Searching death notices I had found
two individuals I thought were related to
Thomas World. I was about to contact them
when Richard informed me we had been contacted by Ron Parker the great, great nephew
of Thomas World. Incidentally this was one of
the people I had identified.
You may be wondering how Ron Parker found
QCYC or knew we were looking for him. This
is one of many coincidences associated with the
World family. It seems sailing is a tradition
with the World family and decedents. Thomas
Taylor World (father of Thomas and Dundas
World) sailed a boat called “The Little World.”
Ron Parker owns and sails a boat and had
visited Queen City. In my conversation with
Ron he said in an earlier club visit he left a
message that he was related to Thomas World
with someone at the Club. Unfortunately this
message was never passed on.
Last fall a visitor to QCYC picked up a copy of
the August 2013 Clipper and read my article.
He knew Ron Parker and informed Ron we
were looking for him. Thus began a series of

emails. Ron and his mother, Margaret Parker
(nee World) were our guests for Sail Past and the
banquet. I was fortunate to spend part of the
afternoon discussing the World’s family history
with Margaret. She has many fond memories of
“Uncle Tom”, his wife Margaret and their home.
Thomas World was born April 5, 1864 in County
Armagh near Belfast the son of Thomas Taylor
World and Georgina Bunn. In written material
Margaret Parker left with me she believes the
Worlds had moved from Dublin because there
was a World Furniture Store which also sold
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coffins on Sackville Street in Belfast. Thomas Taylor World had married Georgina
Bunn on September 7, 1859 in St. Peter's
Church, Dublin. There were three or four
children born before Thomas. Unfortunately a disease we do not hear much about
today, scarlet fever, took their lives. Thomas survived the disease but it left him with
a hearing impairment.
(Continued on page 24)
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Quebec City July 29,
1872 and proceeded to
Orillia where they had
cousins. In February
1873 John Henry
(Harry)
Margaret
Parker’s grandfather
was born. A daughter
Magelene was born
later that year.

(Thomas World Continued from page 23)

In 1872 Thomas Taylor World, his wife
Georgina and their children, Thomas, Dundas, Charles Meredith and Frances left Dublin aboard the St Andrew on their journey to
Canada. The passenger manifest lists Thomas Taylor as a mechanic. Charles is listed as
an infant. He was less than a year old. One
can only imagine the tribulations of a journey across the Atlantic with four children
under ten. In addition Georgina was also
pregnant.
My genealogical research indicates families
often move in family groups or settle in an
area where other family members or friends
had settled earlier. The Worlds arrived in

The 1881 census indicates the Worlds had
moved to Toronto.
Thomas Taylor had
secured a position with
Labatt’s Brewery and
Thomas now 18 was
listed as a clerk. In
1882 he joined the
Queen’s Own Rifles
(QOR). In 1885 the
regiment travelled west
to help quell the 1885
North West Rebellion.
In October of 1885
Thomas received The
North West Rebellion
Medal. With only a
few exceptions this
medal was presented to
soldiers who travelled
west of Port Arthur
Ontario to take part in
the suppression of Riel.
Thomas held the rank
of Sergeant. I found a subsequent listing as
Colour Sergeant. Another member of the regiment was Henry Pellat who later built Casa
Loma. Thomas and Henry became good
friends.
Tragedy again occurred on July 27, 1889.
Thomas Taylor and daughter Magelene were
drowned just off Hanlin’s Point while returning to Toronto after an outing to the Island.
Contemporary reports of the drowning and
subsequent recovery of the bodies may be
found on the Club’s website. This tragedy
proceeded the signing of our Club’s incorporation on August 15th by just over two weeks.
Thomas became our first Commodore in 1889
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and subsequently served as Commodore from
1903 to 1909, 1915 to 1918, 1920 to 1923 and
again in 1926. This represents 17 calendar
years in the Club’s 125 year history or just less
than 14% of the time. No other person has
served the Club as many times or for as many
years. In his tenure from 1903 to 1909 our first
club house was completed. In 1906 tragedy
again struck the family with the accidental
poisoning of his mother in December of 1906.
Thomas remained a part of the Queen’s Own
Rifles and in 1906 he became a Captain and
Quartermaster. It was during this time in 1908
Thomas married Margaret Rose.
Dundas World (1865-1950) was Thomas’s
younger brother and a signatory of the original
letters of incorporation. Dundas married Catherine Tracey May 24, 1898 in Toronto. Their
first child Thomas John died from cholera at
the age of nine months and was buried in the
World plot in Saint James Cemetery. Catherine
died from complications associated with the
birth of a daughter Georgina in October of
1900. Dundas and Georgina came to live with
Thomas and his wife. Georgina, the daughter
of Dundas, later became Margaret Parker’s
godmother.
In 1905 Henry Pellat was summoned to London England to be knighted by Edward Vll.
Thomas was asked by Henry to accompany
him to London but for some reason, long forgotten, was unable to attend. Upon returning
the now Sir Henry Pellat presented Thomas
with the sword the king had used to knight
him. Thomas treasured this gift which is a
measure of the strength of their friendship.
The period during the First War saw a significant decline in the Club’s membership as many
young men enlisted. Thomas assumed a role in
his Regiment as well as within the Club. Members are aware that on the night of July 7, 1920
our club house collapsed into the harbour.
Prior to this Thomas had insisted on an evaluation of the club house. This figure of $30,000
was significant in the negotiations with the city
to replace the club house. Thomas realized they
would never get the full value of the club house
and settled for half the appraised value. The
(Continued on page 25)
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new facility on Sunfish Island required an
additional $5,000. In 1920 this was a significant sum but the money was found. Club membership had declined during the war and this is
evident in the 1923 membership role which
may be found in the Toronto Archives. Thomas
is listed as an honourary member.
In my conversation with Margaret Parker she
described visiting the World residence on
Edgewood Avenue. Her description of the interior includes a study where Thomas had his
memorabilia including his medals, the Pellat
sword and other awards. Margaret said Thomas as she knew him was very hard of hearing
as a result of the childhood illness.
Tragedy again visited the Worlds. In 1944
Margaret died in February. Margret Parker
recalled her parents had bought a new home in
Scarborough in 1943 and had invited Uncle
Tom and Aunt Marge for dinner. Her father
drove them home and they discovered the
Edgewood house had been broken into and the
medals and sword had been stolen. The perpetrators were never caught and the medals and
sword were not recovered. Margret said her
uncle never recovered from this and soon after
sold the house.
In his August 2011 article Richard included a
picture of the medals which at the time were up
for auction. At the time we didn’t know they
had been stolen in 1943. This presents an interesting legal dilemma. The medals appear to
have been sold but as they were stolen in 1943
do they still belong to the World family?
Margaret said Thomas remained active after
the death of his wife in 1944. After visiting an
old friend Thomas contracted pneumonia and
at 85 died April 18, 1947. Margaret remembers
the funeral and said it was stated the procession was the longest seen on the way to St
James Cemetery.
Delaying the club launch date this year meant
the planned cemetery visitation was set back to
May 25th. A few club members, Magaret Parker, Ron’s wife Tracey and twin daughters
Loren and Emily represented the family. Reverent Canon Heather McCance found appropriate sailing references from the Bible. I gave

a summary of the family history and the contribution of Thomas World to Queen City and a
commemorative wreath was placed on the
grave.

Ron Parker only to find out Margret Parker
lives five floors below Richard Slee and Mary
Harsant.

I have belonged to a number of clubs and organizations over the years. One was a year
older than QCYC. In no case was the first
president granted the esteem our club accords
Thomas World. Sixty –seven years after his
death and eight-eight years after he last served
as Commodore we recognize the accomplishments of Thomas Albert Edward World. In two
events this year honouring Thomas, Margaret
Parker was the only person in attendance who
knew the man. It is fair to state that Queen
City Yacht Club probably would not exist today without the efforts and dedication of T. A.
E. World.
The Final Irony
Both Richard and I at various times had been
researching the family of Thomas World.
Together we have
found much about
the man and his
influence in the Club.
We had found his
grave and located
relatives. They have
received and accepted
our invitations to be
part of our 125th
Anniversary celebrations. While waiting
for others to arrive
for the graveside
memorial
Mary
Harsant, Richard’s
wife, was speaking to
Margaret Parker. In
the course of the
conversation Mary
asked Margret where
she lived. Are you
ready for this?
We had searched for
family members for
some time and by a
coincidence located
25

Ron Parker at Sail Past by Genia
Vanderkruk

News
(History Bites Continued from page 22)

put in a new snack bar, with murals on the
walls, new lighting and a new ceiling. Picture
below of the wrecking phase:
The first dance of the season was called the
Commodore’s Frolic and it sounded like they
had held one for years. After the May issue
there were no more issues that we have until
the first issue of the Clipper we have in 1958.
June 3, 2014
Tony Araujo bretanhaii@gmail.com
Water is central to Queen City - we're surrounded by it and we play on it. Without it,
we'd all be participating in some other landbound pastime (like ???). Along with the pleasure that water brings, it also brings the ever
present danger of drowning. Queen City history is full of stories where members have been
saved from drowning or have saved others
from the same fate. Today's History Bite is
one of the latter.
Almost exactly 99 years ago today, the ice on
the Bay was still thick enough for people to
contemplate crossings on foot (hard to believe
with the balmy weather we've been experiencing!). John Gardner had just finished a shift at
the Island water works on the evening of
March 13, 1911 and decided to head to his
home in the City across the ice. He left from
Hanlan's Point just after 7:00 pm for the short
trip across the Bay. According the papers, he
fell through a hole in the ice where a team of
horses had gone through a few days before. As
much as John struggled, he couldn't pull himself out.
He clung to the ice until a couple of hours
later his cries for help were finally heard by a
policeman on shore who went to the Club
(then at the foot of York St.) for help. Four
brave club members volunteered to rescue
Gardner from the ice. Hugh Balfour, Richard
Ewing, Fred Martin and Fred Body borrowed a
dinghy and headed out onto the ice following
the direction of Gardner's shouts from the
darkness. Balfour, with a rope tied around his
waist, managed with some difficulty to pull
John from the water just as he was about to go
under.

After taking him back to the clubhouse to dry
out and warm up, they took him home to his
house on Dupont St. Toronto men must have
been built of tougher stuff back then, because
even after nearly drowning and succumbing to
hypothermia, Mr. Gardner managed to be back
at work the next morning!

New Dockmaster at
QCYC

she likes the idea of working “within a community” of people she will get to know. She will be
going back to school after Labour Day weekend
but hopefully if all goes well she will return in
2015! You will see Allison around your mooring.
Please introduce yourself if you have not met
her already.

Ron Mazza Vice Commodore
Allison Goddard is our new Dock Master!
Allison is 19 years old going into her second
year at Queen’s University working on a
double major in Geography and Religion.
She worked at Camp Wabanaki in Huntsville for three years and in her final year was
Assistant Sailing Director.

She has her National Lifesaving Society
Certification as well as her Pleasure Craft
Operator's Card. She lives in mid-town Toronto and takes the subway to Union and
says it is a short half hour trip to work. Allison is excited to be working here because
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Allison Goddard

Schedules
Bight @ QCYC - Hours of Operation
Restaurant

Bar

Monday

May 9 - Sep. 7
Closed

May 12 - Sept 7
Closed

Tuesday

5.00 pm - 9.00 pm

4.00 pm - 9.00 pm

Wednesday

5.00pm - 10.00 pm

3.00 pm - 10.00 pm

Thursday

5.00 pm - 9.00 pm

4.00 pm -9.00 pm

Friday

5.00 pm - 10.00 pm 4.00 pm - 10:00 pm

Saturday

9.00 am - 10.00 pm 12 noon - 11:00 pm

Sunday

9.00 am - 10.00 pm 12 noon - 9.00 pm

Statutory Holidays

Sunday Hours

OPEN HOLIDAY MONDAYS
BAR TO REMAIN OPEN LATER DURING SPECIAL
EVENTS

Sailing and Entertainment Events
June 14 LOSHRS Race 2
1900 Old Movie Night
June 15 LOSHRS Race 3
1100 Blessing of the Boats
June 19 1830 Board of Directors Meeting
June 21 RCYC Open Regatta
Lobsterfest
June 28 –29 Etobicoke Yacht Club (EYC) Cruise
July 5 LORC PCYC Open
Theme Night/Ribfest
July 17 1830 Board of Directors Meeting
July 26 LYRA Freeman Cup at ABYC
Toronto Bay Ideal 18 Invitational Regatta
August 2—4 LYRA Course Racing at ABYC
Niagara On The Lake Sailing Club (NOLSC) Cruise
to QCYC
QCYC Cruise to NOLSC
August 9 AHMEN Race 1 MCC
1000 Women's Skippers Race
1630 Disco Dance Party
August 15 125th Anniversary Celebration
August 16 LOSHRS Race 4
Commodore’s Ball
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Sunday Hours

