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This is the first issue of
the Clipper for 2013. I
would like to thank my
wife Mary Harsant
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this issue for a great
job. Our first issue of
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they have done so far and what plans they have
for the rest of the year.
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We have profiles on our new Vice-Commodore,
Ron Mazza and of Member Gib Speight. The
Communications Committee has listed environmental articles as desirable but John Fursdon did
the first article in years on water levels and quality in the great lakes. We also have a piece from
Christine Short on the new RS 400 dinghy fleet.
Our Rear Commodore continues to write really
interesting safety pieces and has included information on Sail Past in this issue. We also have
information on our August cruise and the Burlington Bay Sailing Club. I have included a small
historical bit on the MV "Say When" from 1922.
We have reports on the new building from Ron
Mazza and a 125th Anniversary Committee from
me. We have news on Island events from Marci
Crist, Regalia by Jacqui Cook, the new Dock
Master and Yoga from Valerie Wint. Geoff and
Lesley Heathcote have a pile of fantastic events
coming up that are listed on the second last page
and detailed in Geoff's report. I have also included a memorial to long time member Kay
Walker. On page 33 we provide detailed information on bar and restaurant hours and calendars.
Enjoy and please give me your feedback for improving the Clipper.
(Continued on page 11)
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Board Updates
Commodore
Steve Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca
Welcome back to
another season, our
124th as a matter of
fact. As I sit and
write this it is still
looking like rain,
as it seems to have
done since the
snow melted, just
rained. However
with the majority
of the fleet already
in the water, we
have the promise of warmer weather and some
good sailing to look forward to. I know that the
formal opening of the Club is Sail Past in May,
but every year it is the launching of the boats in
the Yard that really brings home the point that
the winter is done and another season is upon
us. The re-establishment of friendships which
are occasionally a bit dormant through the
winter, the camaraderie of the Yard, our shared
single purpose of launching the boats safely, the
chants of one, two three pull! ...and more butter
- all signals to me Spring is here and it is time
to go sailing!
With the onset of a new season, there are a lot
of activities in the works. The new LTS/Locker
project is about to kick into high gear with the
building permits hopefully released by the time
you read this. The tree permits and financing
are already in place, so with a bit of luck we
should have both of these buildings erected
before the end of the season. There was a lot of
work done on the Algonquin Queen II over the
winter and work continues on the Harold Robbins. We are expanding the dry sail area this
summer as well to help alleviate the overcrowding of the existing area, as well as make room
for the new dinghies coming into the club. The
first step for this is to merely make more space
available by lifting the ways in the North West
corner of the Yard. There has been a committee
formed to look at this whole area to develop a
long term plan for the whole dry sail, launch
ramp and hoist area. Plans are also underway
to upgrade the coverage area of the WiFi.
There is the usual work to do on the House and

we need to have close look at all of the other
buildings as well.
So, a lot is going on. To support all of these
activities we are really going to have to live up
to our identity as a “Self Help” club. Everyone
needs to contribute to keep our Club something
we are all proud of and also help keep the costs
down, so come out to the work parties, have a
look at the list of smaller jobs that need doing
on the web site and see what you’d like to help
out with.
The sun just broke through so there really is a
promise of warmer weather. I am looking forward to seeing you all around the Club and
especially out on the water.

Vice Commodore
Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
By the time you
are reading this
let’s hope that it is
finally feeling like
spring because it’s
been a cold, damp
April leading up to
Launch. Over the
winter the new
Board has been
working well to put things in place for a good
summer at Queen City.
Steve Hills has taken up where he left off last
year from acting Commodore to the real thing
this year.
Lawrence Reiber, our new Fleet Captain, has
worked closely with RCYC over the winter in
getting the Algonquin Queen, Transport Canada approved, repaired, and running again after
the accident late last season that destroyed the
transmission and engine mounts. It’s now running better than ever. Luckily, the majority of
the costs were covered by our insurance. The
Harold Robins, however, is another story and
will continue to require TLC to keep it operational. Laurence Concannon is assisting Lawrence in applying that care. Drivers and crews
are now being hired. The Queen will now be
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required to have two crew members at all times.
Will Harney has jumped into his new responsibilities as Yard Chair with an early season
replacement of the winch cable and modifications to the mast crane. He is working closely
with Steve in learning the ropes of the Yard.
Tom King has taken over the House Chair role
and is having a good look around the main
clubhouse and lining up his priorities for the
summer. Silka and Rob will be back again this
summer.
Our new Treasurer, John Heath is spending
long hours getting up to speed on the club finances and organizing billings and collections.
He has also been heavily involved in organizing
the required financing for the new buildings. It
looks like he’s getting a good handle on the job.
Watch out for him continuing Jacqui’s chocolate
egg rewards.
Mike Kelly is quickly getting his feet wet (pun
intended) learning his new position as Grounds
Chair. Mike jumped into the breach this winter
in organizing the installation of the orange
snow fence tree protection that allowed us to
obtain our tree removal permit. One of Mike’s
high priorities this summer will be maintenance
and restoration of our existing locker buildings
and dealing with bike storage.
Trevor Spurr has been busy understanding his
new role and responsibilities as the Planning
Chair and is updating and maintaining our
short term plan objectives. His special project
this year will be a comprehensive review of the
entire dry sail area including boat storage and
launching. This is a complex undertaking involving Yard, Grounds, LTS, Fleet, and Moorings. Fortunately, Lynda Chubak has volunteered to head this up. I am sure you will be
hearing more on this later.
The returning Board members, Graham Dougall
as Rear Commodore, Genia Vanderkruk as
Secretary, Steve Gigiel at Moorings, Stephanie
Swatkow as Membership, Geoff Heathcote as
Entertainment, Richard Slee in Communications, and Eric Whan as the Learn to Sail Chair
are all returning in their capable roles from last
year. It’s going to be a good Board.
(Continued on page 4)

Board Updates
(Continued from page 3)

Our very capable Manager, Don Ferguson, is
back again and has been working hard in getting the club functional again after its winter
hibernation, fortunately undisturbed this winter
by any break-ins or vandalism. Maybe the
additional security installed last fall by Mike
Veenhiuzen and Frank Horne did its job.
I will also be staying involved with the construction of the new locker building and the
new LTS building which, by the time you are
reading this will have begun on the west area.
See a separate article on this.
So, it looks like it’s going to be a busier than
normal summer at Queen City, complicated by
extensive construction on both the city side and
the island side. I suspect that a little extra
patience by all will be required.

Rear Commodore
Graham Dougall, rearcommodore@qcyc.ca

This being the
first issue of
the Clipper for
the 2013 season, there a
number of key
Sailing Committee activities that everyone should be aware of.
 Sail Past
 Cruising Committee and Program
 Racing Committee
As described elsewhere in this Clipper, Sail
Past is on Saturday, May 18th and I hope to see
all members out for that event.
I would like to thank Pat Whetung, Beverley
Harney and Leigh Geraghty for stepping up at
last year’s Post Season Participants’ meeting to
form the core of the Cruising Committee. Their
initial cruise is documented elsewhere in this
Clipper. I know everyone will give them their
full support.

As happens in the year after the summer
Olympics, there is a new version of the Racing
Rules, good for the next four years. So every
racer should purchase a copy of the new rules
and become familiar with them. I know that the
Nautical Mind has them in stock.
To help everyone to understand the new rules
and maybe the rules that they never understood, Brian Chapman of UK Halsey Sailmakers of Toronto, will be discussing the changes
at the Participants Meeting. This will be held at
1835 EDT on Wednesday, May 15 th in the
Great Hall.
As it looks like we will have a new class of
dinghies for the Wednesday racing, some adjustments will be needed. In order to have the
room for another start without taking time
away from the actual racing, the Race Committee is proposing to shrink the starting sequence
from five to four minutes, by dropping the time
from the Prep up to Prep down from four to
three minutes So far the feedback to this
amendment to RRS 26 has been positive.
Speaking about Wednesday racing, it intended
to be fun where sportsmanship prevails, where
members can become familiar with racing so
that they can move to other racing venues or
just continue the fun of Wednesday racing. So
this next part may seem at odds with the fun
and sportsmanship that are the hallmarks of
club racing. We need more protests, while still
maintaining the fun and sportsmanship.
Sailboat racing is a self-policing sport, where
the protest is the vehicle for this mechanism. A
major issue across the sport is the drop in this
self policing. There are many reasons for this,
such as the:
 Mistaken belief that the Race Committee
are the referees
 Not wanting to spend the time in the
protest hearing
 The other racer is in another class, so it
won’t help my place
 Not wanting to have a competitor disqualified for what should be a learning
experience around the rules
So, let’s deal with each one of these in turn.

Except in some very specific situations, the
Race Committee is not a referee or umpire.
They are there to facilitate and score the race.
While the Race Committee can protest a
sailboat, the consensus amongst officials is
that Race Committees should only protest in
situations where competitors are not in position to observe or know of the incident. This
is so the Race Committee will not be changing the fundamental aspect of sailboat racing
as a self-policing sport; enforcement is the
responsibility of racers and the sportsmanship of competitors.
Yes, a protest hearing does take time. However, how much time do you spend around
your racing such as practice sails, tuning runs,
learning how to race better through books,
articles and web sites.; so isn’t learning the
rules through protests and the protest process
itself something worth spending time on?
Don’t we owe something to the sport of sailboat racing, regardless of whether it helps our
position or not? Participating in protests is
one way do to this. This participation can be
from either side of table. One of the good
ways to learn the rules is as member of the
Protest Committee. We are always looking
for members.
To help address the problem of the time of
protests, some clubs have a specific night
every month to hold hearings for protests
since the last hearing date. If this is something that is viewed favourably by the racers,
this can be instituted at QCYC.
The issue of not wanting a competitor disqualified from a race because they are just
beginners can be easily addressed by including the ability of the protest committee to
assess a penalty less than a DSQ.
I am not encouraging you to make frivolous
protests, but if incidents occur that appears to
violate a rule of yacht racing and there is
doubt as to who is in the right, a protest will
clarify the situation for all concerned. If this
can be done in a way consistent with sportsmanship and respect for fellow competitors
while acting as a learning tool, then we will
be making progress.
(Continued on page 5)

4
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So remember and think about the issues
raised here when you’re considering whether
to protest or not. Or, volunteer for the Protest
Committee.
And speaking of volunteers, the Sailing Program can always use volunteers, on the Race
Committee, Protest Committee, Cruising
Committee and organizational support.

Fleet Captain
Lawrence Reiber,
Fleetcaptain@qcyc.ca
I would like
to introduce
Chris Dilallo
as this year’s
head Captain. Chris is
very
well
experienced
and
has
p r e v i o u sl y
worked numerous hours on our tenders. Chris is a
marine professional holding a sea-going license, and is responsible for the creation of
schedules, which will include maintenance
and a mechanical daily checklist for the Captains. He will also be responsible for the ongoing training of all Captains and Mates.

We will be making a few minor changes in
order to make boarding the tender more efficient this year. When boarding there will now
be two lines, one for people that have passes
and tickets that will be checked by the Mate,
and the other line will be for those needing to
purchase tickets from the Captain. We are
investigating the installation of a bicycle rack
for those who require it, as a way to free up
space for passengers. We now ask that if you
have a bicycle to please take your normal
place in line with your bike and boarding will
take on a first-come-first serve basis. If there
is no room for your bicycle on a run, the Captain will wait for you to lock it up at the
Queen Quay Terminal bicycle rack (in front of
Sobey’s), or if you are leaving from the Club,
they will wait for you to lock it up there.
If you have concerns or encounter any problems, please either let the Manager or myself
know about it. I can be reached at
fleet@qcyc.ca. Also, if you have any suggestions or would like to let us know how well
the crew is doing, please inform us as well. I
would like to thank Laurence Concannon for
all of his work in the off season and now as
we prepare for a great summer ahead.

Treasurer
John Health, treasurer@qcyc.ca
Items that
affect the dollars and sense
of our Club
First, last spring
2012, we had
established the
ability for members to choose to
pay their bill via Internet Banking. Currently,
we are enabled with CIBC, PC Bank, Scotiabank, TD Canada Trust, Royal Bank and BMO.
This change was made at the request of members and to facilitate easy payment of spring
and fall bills. Members may also continue to
pay via cheque, debit and credit cards. Please
note that bills are payable upon receipt. Please
contact me for any concerns via email at treasurer@qcyc.ca.
We have now added the ability to have your
bill sent as an e-bill rather than the option snail
mail option. We ask that you email office@qcyc
as well as treasurer@qcyc to request a change
to an e-bill for ongoing billing. This is a new
option in our accounting system. Approximately
45 members are now on e-bills. We save paper,
postage and manpower (and our tongues!) with
the e-bills, which helps all of us.
Please remember, our contract with the Credit
Card companies forbids the Club from maintaining a record of credit card numbers. Please
don’t ask the Office to keep your number on file
for a future payment.

This year the AQII will only operate with a
licensed Captain and Mate, as per Transport
Canada regulations. Please remember that
the maximum number of passengers is 49 on
the AQII, and 12 on the Robbins. When
there are too many passengers, Captains
have been instructed to return for an extra
run so that those left behind don’t have to
wait until the next scheduled tender run. The
Captains will enforce these maximum numbers as this is a legal requirement, so please
do not ask for exceptions as this may jeopardize their license.

As a reminder, the City is discontinuing flat
rate water billing as of last summer. Until last
summer, water in the Yard and at the Moorings
was billed at a flat rate. We had paid the same
price regardless of the amount of water we
collectively used. This has changed. The City
has installed water meters. We are being
charged for each liter of water we consume.
This includes the liters lost to dripping taps,
hoses running into the lake when not being
used and all the other little ways water can be
wasted. So the next time you turn on a tap,
remember you are paying for each drop.

By Don Hinchley
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(Continued from page 5)

As is our tradition, I will be presenting the Expense Budget at the Spring General Meeting. I
can tell you that as of the writing of this report we
continue to be in good financial shape. Since our
moorings are full and existing and new members
of all types are signing in we are in good shape
this year, our membership and mooring revenues
are ahead of this time last year.
On a final note, we have financial arrangements
for construction in place with our bank. They
visited us on the first day of launch to see the "all
for one and one for all" spirit of our fine Club.
They expressed a great deal of admiration in what
they saw of the Club.
I look forward to seeing you at the Club.

Communications
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca
I would like to
thank the Communications Committee for their continuing creative
input and support.
The Committee is
comprised of Pat
Whetung, Lawrence
Reiber, Jim Neundorf, Arleigh Crawford, Christopher Sumpton and Roz Ross. The
Committee met on January 24, 2013 to review
and develop the strategy for 2013 and will meet
in the early fall to evaluate the year's outcomes.

unsubscribe at bottom of QuickClipper. This
saves hours of work, which was done manually with multiple emails and reduces complaints from members. So far we have had
some minor glitches but it seems to be working. We have 340 members receiving the
Quick Clipper.
Jim Neundorf continues to do a great job as
moderator on Tuesdays. Thursdays is currently vacant and I am looking for a moderator. The Quick Clipper continues to be an
important reporting tool for Directors. With
the new list server attachments to the Quick
Clipper can made. Most members like the
Picture of the Day and we will to continue to
post them. Please submit your pictures to communications@qcyc.ca. We added a link to the
Website registration page at the bottom of the
Quick Clipper. You will also note that you can
unsubscribe by clicking the link at the bottom
of the Quick Clipper and you can subscribe by
going to the Member-Only section of the website and completing the form under the menu
item "Quick Clipper".
We will continue to mail the print Clipper out
to those individuals who hold out of town
memberships (9) and Honourary members
who are not able to get to the Club (29). The
Clipper will be published in full colour four
times this year. In the current issue of May 1
Mary Harsant is doing the layout, and future
issues on June 28 Christopher Sumpton, August 15 Heather Jackson and October 15 Arleigh Crawford. Submission deadlines are two
weeks before the publishing date. We have a
budget for an average of 28 pages per issue.
We have already published the October issue
in the fall of 2012 which had 36 pages which is
a record for size and our current issue is

For the Quick Clipper we began using a different
list server with Go-Daddy, our current service
provider for our website on January 24, 2013.
Their rates are competitive at an estimated
$107.88 per year though with discounts we only
paid $75 (we were using a member's server for
free). The new list server has given us the ability
to use graphics and pictures more easily, broadcast automatically over Twitter and Facebook,
conduct surveys, manage the list (targeted e.g.
senior members, reports and import/export abilities), reports on undeliverable emails, unsubscribe requests, number opened, sign up form on
the members-only section of our website, and

36.We will continue to use those software
programs that volunteers are comfortable with
i.e., Apple QuarkSPress, Apple Pages and
Microsoft Publisher. This will allow us to
engage more members for layout. Templates
have been developed for this software. The
Chair sent out a printing tender for the year
and Island Studios was the successful bidder.
We hope to add more articles from members,
continue the Rear Commodore’ “Safety Corner” and include information about other
Yacht Clubs. We have started with the Burlington Sailing and Cruising Club which we
are planning a cruise in Early August.
We implemented a full revision of the website
last year using Content Management Software
Drupal. As of April 11th we have 231 members registered (out of 328) of those 150 are
Senior Members (out of 155 - which includes
unit members). The top web pages accessed at
April 11, 2013 are:
Hits Page
10290 Board of Directors
8251 Tender Schedule
5658 Photo Galleries
4944 Tender
4921 Contact Us
4685 Wednesday Series
4477 Members
3362 Registration Forms LTS
3331 Our Spirit
3197 Club & Dining
3085 Visitors Information
2840 Entertainment 2012/2013
2810 Membership Categories
2764 Sailing
2736 Youth Sailing Camp
2596 Facilities
2473 QCYC Open Regatta
2449 Contact
2288 Restaurant
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

We hope to explore or implement the following
improvements this year: Create an online
searchable/browsable membership database.
The database will be created by Arleigh Crawford Assistant Webmaster. Posting of all past
QuickClippers to the members' only section (if
resources available). Consider registrations for
activities in the members' only section. The
pictures galleries have been updated for 2012
and 13. There were approximately 2,100 pictures submitted in 2012.
We will continue to add old Clippers back to
1956 and archival materials in the new archives
section of the website (under history) which will
preserve charts/maps, documents, drawings/
paintings, newspaper articles, photos, publications, stories and videos. Members of the 125th
Committee have direct access to the Archives so
that they can load their research, photos, and
scanned documents directly to the website. We
hope to have RSS feeds on the Notice pages.
Un-moderated Discussion Boards will be implemented. Guide lines on use will be developed
and a report abuse button will be incorporated.
A member who abuses the Discussion Boards
and ignores warnings will be banned from using
the Boards. A link to the Westin Habour webcam to view current weather will be added. We
will evaluate and implement Drupal Calendar
in 2014 (we did not have the time in 2013). In
the work hours area we will explore the feasibility of submitting work hours online.

in budget of $500 to $6,550 to reflect and
additional space taken up by increased advertising in the Clipper, with increased revenues of $1,800 for the fiscal year 2012/13.
We have already received commitments for
ads for $2,040 in 2013 which is $240 over
budget. The increased revenue fully offsets
the requested increase which was approved

Yard
Will Harney, yard@qcyc.ca
Thank you for
your confidence
in electing me as
your Yard Chair.
I was looking for
an opportunity
to give back a
little more to
Q CY C
and
appreciate the
opportunity.
The Yard function at our club is like
the baggage area at an airport; important at

We have set up two Twitter accounts
QCYCTOG - General and QCYCTOR – Racing. We are pursuing members who create videos and encourage them to post them on the
QCYC Video YouTube Channel. Communications need to pursue and promote these new
forms of communications with Club members.
Placing linking icons on the website has been
done.
We will also support and participate in the
Grannies for Africa fund raising Toronto Island
House Tour if it is held this year.
Communications spent $5,821.34 from a budget
of $6,050 by end of year September 30, 2012.
Clipper advertising generated $1,840.00 in
advertising revenue which was over budget by
$640.00. Communications requested an increase
7

the beginning and end of a trip, but not top of
mind until your bags are lost or delayed. The
good news is that our yard is well organized
because of years of good planning, up-dating
and operation which gives me a great start in
maintaining that tradition.
By way of an up-date, we have completed our
official launch for all of the boats that were
ready to go, thanks to all the members and
friends that endured what was really a late
winter launch and worked hard and together
to get it done. Be sure to contact me if you are
late launching so that we can coordinate to the
benefit of most.
The mast crane has been tuned up to improve
mast-to-lifting boom clearance and is ready for
stepping. Please remember to always operate
the mast crane with someone else, and always
including someone familiar with its operation.
The next big thing for the Yard will be
changes to the Dry Sail area. The Dry Sail
area

Board Updates
needs to be expanded to accommodate more
dinghies and crane launched boats. This increase is a positive symptom of the successful
work being done to promote membership, racing and learn to sail programmes. I am working with other Board members and members to
put in place temporary accommodations and
develop long term plans. Please see me if you
want to better understand what we need to do
or if you have any suggestions.
Like the baggage pickup area at an airport, the
north end of the Yard including the Dry Sail
area is visually important as a part of a gateway. For QCYC this means helping to welcome
new members, visitors, racers and LTS students. Your assistance helping to keep it safe,
tidy and clean along with the entire Yard is
appreciated. Looking forward to seeing you
around the club and on the water racing and
cruising.

Membership
Stephanie Swatkow, membership@qcyc.ca
As I write
this QCYC is
in full swing
launching
boats
for
another season.
This
spring has
definitely not
been
the
most favourable weather wise, but as always
everyone seems to be in great spirits as we
get the season underway.

in great part to the very enthusiastic Teresa
Miolla. She arranged for a fleet of RS400’s to
be bought and shipped from overseas. Due to
the initiative, we will have five new Dry Sail
boats coming into the Club and a slew of new
Dry Sail members.

past weekend as word got out he could assist in
the renovation of the dinghy dock. Someone had
snagged him and was having him consult on
some ideas on how to improve it before I could
even give him the whole ‘reasons to join QCYC’
speech.

This onslaught of new Dry Sail members is
going to make a pretty big impact on the Club.
From the new sailors I’ve met, it appears that
they are all very enthusiastic and energetic.
They all seem to be keen on the Wednesday
night race night and this will make for more
excitement on the race course as these boats
are FAST. They have a lot of sail power and
will most likely create some stiff competition. I
think it’s safe to say that our next big work
project will be improving the Dry Sail area.

Talking about work hours, we’ve noticed that
the work hours have really dropped off. We’ve
got a ton of stuff that can be done not requiring
muscle or the ability to swing a hammer. Let
me, or Don, know if you are looking for some
work hours. There is also a list of work hour
projects on the QCYC Website, under MemberOnly/Work Hours/Jobs. There are quite a few
projects coming up that need some softer skills.
For example, Communications is looking for
people to help out with the planning of our big
anniversary next year. Think about things you
like doing and we’ll find a project to match.

I’m also pleased to let everyone know that
several of the new members joining the club
have skills that will certainly help with the
projects around the club. As you know QCYC
is a self-help club and we all have to put in our
work hours. It’s so exciting when people come
in with some solid technical skills. I actually
couldn’t find one potential new member this

As per last year, we are technically a full club
with few available moorings. We have several
new Senior members who have joined over
the past few months and a couple of other
potential members looking to join. Steve
Gigiel, our master of moorings, is doing a
great job juggling the available spaces to
make room for as many new boats as possible.
While we may be tight on moorings for Senior members we are now officially starting to
beef up the Dry Sail membership. This is due
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I’m looking forward to the new season and I
can’t wait to introduce all the new members. I’ll
be keeping you updated on who’s new to the
Club and plans for new members night over the
next few weeks.

Board Updates
House

get down to the tender, just think of what food
and BEER deliveries are going to be like.

Thomas King, house@qcyc.ca

All of our summer events have been planned.
As usual, Geoff and Lesley Heathcoat have put
together a summer of music, entertainment and
dancing. It will start just after Launch and continue through September. What a job! Thank
you both so much. I can’t wait to get my dancing shoes on.

Well it is another
season starting at
QCYC. Silke has
the kitchen all
sorted out and new
menus planned. I
know it is the beginning of the year at
QCYC but I would
like to thank Silke
and Rob for all the work they put into creating
new and varied menu items, Wednesday race
night, as well as the specials that are put on
every weekend. This is year eleven for Silke
and Rob. It is no easy task to get food and drink
to the Island. This year we have new Queens
Quay construction and traffic tie ups to look
forward too. If it is going to be difficult for us to

We will also be having a few outside functions
this year as well. Besides being a good source of
revenue for the Club, it introduces new people
to our Club and to the Island.
This winter we had our annual Christmas party
with Santa and gifts. The turnout was great and
the food was to die for, and the party, typical
QCYC. Ground Hog day was another big success. Not only did the members enjoy the winter activities but so did the Raccoons. They have
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been in the Snug Bar creating havoc. There
have been a few leaks over the last months that
have caused damage to the walls and ceiling
tiles.
This year there will be a new lock system installed throughout the Club, as well as other
measures to try to prevent any more break-ins.
Although this is the summer of 2013, we are
looking forward to 2014, our 125th Anniversary. With all this in mind I have created my
wish list. There are but a few things I would
like to see get done as a priority.
 Find and repair the leaks in the Snug, both
north east and west side.
 Paint the Snug and kitchen area. Trim the
windows.
 Replace the pillows on the couches and
chairs in the Snug.

(Continued on page 10)

Board Updates
(Continued from page 9)

 Repair the women washroom floor and
baseboards.
 Increase the ventilation throughout the
women’s’ washroom.
 Paint the west wall of the building (that’s a
big one).
 Repair the wood decking around the perimeter of the Club.
 Repair leaks around windows on the north
side of Club.
 Repair leaks around windows in the dinning
room.
The list could go on for ever it seems but the
more we get done this year the closer to perfection the Club will be come our 125th. Keep your
eyes open for work parties. Any help is good
help.

By now you all got silly at Saint Paddy’s night
at The Ben Wicks; much thanks to Rory and
his One Shot Band for the musical entertainment.
And, we do seem to have an Entertainment
Calendar (elsewhere in this issue), thanks to all
the hard work of my little helper - that would
be Lesley!

New for this season, Theme Night is Beatlemania, with Beatles under the stars by The Rattles!
I am pretty sure we will figure out the details
closer to the date, but for now we have the
music, so what could possibly go wrong? Also
new this year, is live entertainment following
the spring meeting; we think you’ll want to
party after you hear this cracker new board give
its report!

(Continued on page 11)

If members are retired and would like to put in
time through the week, contact Don or myself
and we will arrange for materials to be ready
when you are. Most of these will be at the Club
on our first work party. This report was being
written on April 10, 2013. I have just gotten an
email saying we are having an early launch
Friday April 12. By the time this report is published I hope we are under sunny skies and
warm weather. Today the forecast is for freezing rain and ice pellets. Happy summer.

Entertainment
Geoff Heathcoate, entertainment@qcyc.ca
“Happy Days
are here again,
The skies above
are clear again,
So, let’s sing a
song of cheer
again,
Happy Days are
here again.”
(Ager and
Yellen, 1929)
Well, we are off to a good start! The Commodore’s Ball went well by all accounts (sorry I
could not make it this year). Big thanks to Nick
Abrahams for all his hard work in bringing the
details together to make it happen.
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Board Updates
(Continued from page 10)

In addition, be ready to get hip at Ribfest
with one of Canada’s Top Tragically Hip
Tribute bands - The Practically Hip!
Entertainment maintains its objective of
providing Queen City with a vast variety of
music by some of our best local artists!
Check out our lineup and get ready for
another year of great friends, great music,
and great fun!
Do be sure that you are receiving the Quick
Clipper as that is where all the event announcement reminders will be. And, the
most important thing of all is to just show
up! There’s no better value in town, so come
and enjoy!

Editor’s Note (Continued from page 2)

We have several ways to communicate with
our members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark
MacRae continues to improve the website. If
you haven't all ready registered on the website please do so. There is lots of content in
the members' only area now. The Quick
Clipper allows the Board to communicate
timely information to you. If you are not
subscribed and would like to be, please log on
to the website and go to Members-only/Quick
Clipper and enter your name and email. I
would like to thank the Moderator Jim Neundorf who continues to do an outstanding job
on the Quick Clipper. Check out the pictures
from haul out, Ground Hog Day, the Commodore's Ball and launch. Thank you to the
members who provided the great pictures. To
find our Facebook page or our YouTube
Channel, just click on the icons on the right
menu on the home page of our website. We
also have two twitter accounts: QCYCTOG Communications and QCYCTOR – Racing
that I would encourage you to join depending
on your interests.
I am always looking for contributions. Writing a piece for the Clipper is a great way to
earn hours and if you need ideas, I have lots.
Just contact me at communications@qcyc.ca.
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Board Updates
Grounds
Michael Kelly, grounds@qcyc.ca
A new season and a
new
Grounds
Chair!
Many
thanks to last year’s
Chair, John Heath,
for leaving things
in such good shape
and explaining all
that needs to be
done this year.
There is quite a buzz developing in Dry Sail;
the Club has limited space for new members
and it is exciting to see this segment expand-

ing. The Dry Sail area needs to be extended to
accommodate the coming new boats. This
expansion will be across the tracks from the
existing area.

disruption mainly to the west of the footpath
and some temporary rearrangements of storage
for bicycles and Club equipment.

This will entail removing some of the permanent ways, leveling the ground ready for temporary ways in the fall and implementing a
transportable boat-transit ‘platform’ across the
rail tracks. Costs will be nominal. Many
thanks to Lynda Chubak for coordinating the
volunteers working on this.

We need to dig a small trench to allow the
laying of conduit for phone and Cable TV
which will remove the unsightly overhead
wires. The mess will be kept to a minimum.
We expect that the construction will have minimal effect on Club activities this year and we
look forward to a major benefit starting next
year.

The new buildings will naturally have an
impact on Grounds. A big thank you to the
volunteers who helped install the fences that
will protect the trees. We need the membership’s patience and understanding during
construction as there will be some

We appreciate the patience of the members
who have doubled up in lockers and look forward to the new locker block relieving this
situation. While all this work is going on, we
will not be forgetting the existing lockers.
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(Continued on page 13)

Board Updates
We plan to continue essential repairs especially to resolve any safety issues. The garbage
area is still a work-in-progress. The first activity will be to organize the existing area and its
contents.
The Dinghy Shed is being repurposed to make
better use of this prime space. This is also work
-in-progress.
The flag pole halyard is broken and will need
to be replaced. This presents quite a problem
due to the inaccessibility of the top block. Send
me your creative ideas on this!
Flowers and general gardening is proceeding
thanks to the same group of volunteers who
have done such a good job in previous years.
There will be an opportunity to expand the
garden in the area of the new building when
the building project is completed.
Your help and patience is much appreciated as
I learn how to be Grounded.

Learn to Sail
Eric Whan, learntosail@qcyc.ca
Anticipating the
Shift
This year
marks my
30th since
first becoming
involved
with
QCYC
Junior Club. With anticipation, I think 2013
will be the most exciting of all of those.
The Club has committed to investing for the
long term in future members and sailors
generally. Our junior program is growing,
drysail membership is exploding, and our
adult keelboat program is perpetually full.
The Club is not only reacting, but looking
ahead at capital needs while signing up new
members with fabulous frequency. With new
docks done, full moorings, new locker infrastructure coming online, a new junior club
facility, and planning underway for a vastly

improved drysail area, it feels like QCYC is
the vanguard of sailing’s renewal in Toronto.
1980’s anyone? QCYC seems the most sustainable club I know of.
All of that said, there is a lot of work to do.
We will all watch with anticipation as the new
buildings evolve over the season. The team
driving the construction effort is world-class
(thanks all), and they have stories to tell about
their efforts. Just ask them. In turn, we’ll be
asking for your help on the finishing touches,
so you too can grab a piece of history.
Yet 2013 is a transition year. LTS has new
students coming in and others moving on. We
are piloting an adult dinghy program. Sail
Canada's (formerly Canadian Yachting) new
certification system will be fully implemented
in 2013 after last year’s phase-in. We have
graduated our pricing structure by level to
reflect the quality of teaching and boats required at higher levels. Work on the buildings
will be ongoing during the season. We’re
setting up for the future. And I think we will
hit the first shift first as a result.
In closing, I thank head instructor Jamie Ingall
for reformatting our junior program, conceiving a new adult dinghy course, and revitalizing the program’s online and marketing presence—all on her own time. Thanks to both
Jamie and Steve Cutting for recruiting our
outstanding team of five instructors for 2013.
We welcome back Jamie Ingall for her seventh
year of coaching our kids at QC to lead her
team of four. She might also teach them to fly,
since this seems to be the future of sailing.
Speaking of flying, Isabelle Ziarko will fly in
from med school at the University of London
(and their sailing team) at the last minute to
coach the race team, and to pick up the pieces
in case anyone wipes out. We are thrilled that
Clare Trites will also return as CanSail 1/2
instructor to hook the new kids.
A special welcome to our new instructors for
2013. Hazen Grant joins us to teach CanSail
3/4, bringing a wealth of experience from up
and down the Atlantic (we can’t wait to show
him some LO waves). Jed Lueras rounds out
our team, bringing new perspectives to shake
things up in a good way.
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Last but far from least, Scott Forbes continues
to lead QCYC’s adult keelboat training program with rave reviews. If you want to have
fun and learn a move or two, get in touch with
Scott or me.
Here’s to 2013--and many years hence.

Planning
Trevor Spurr planning@qcyc.ca
The Planning
Committee for
the Club is
concerned
with capital
projects which
address the
need to keep
the Club facilities
and
equipment in a state of good repair, as well as
projects that will increase the members enjoyment of the Club, improve safety or increase
the Club’s revenue.
Increased revenue from such projects as new
moorings and a larger Learn to Sail program,
means less demand on the wallets of current
members.
The Board is of course mindful that annual
fees should be kept as low as possible, and
that spending on something new will not see
the Club short of funds in the event of an
unforeseen expense.
The planning process involves setting priorities in the context of immediate needs but
mindful of the future. It is fluid process and is
changed as our perceptions change.
The Planning Committee looks for suggestions from Club members and we invite comments at anytime. Please keep in mind that
“planning” does not necessarily mean the
same as “doing”. Ideas will be floated (which
is a good idea in a boat club) and discussed so
if you hear a rumour of some project that
seems a bit daft to you, please do say your
(Continued on page 14)

Board Reports
(Continued from page 13)

piece but don’t assume your own worst imagining is about to happen.
Since I am a “newbie” on the Board I have
enlisted the help of David Hall and Jacqui
Cook to sit on the Planning Committee with
me.
One project that is being developed is improving the Dry Sail area which will have an impact of the storage area for dry sail boats,
Learn to Sail dinghies, the launch ramp and
adjacent facilities such as the pump out and
crane. Lynda Chubak has agreed to head up
a subcommittee to survey the issue and come
up with ideas. Lynda welcomes input from
anyone and has already begun an active solicitation of viewpoints. Lynda’s email is
lynda.chubak@gmail.com.

few weeks and I will let everyone know where
is can be found on the website.

Attention 2013 Cruisers
Make plans to join us for the August long weekend. We have arranged a reciprocal cruise with
the Burlington Sailing and Boat Club. The maximum length they can take is 38 feet but their
minimum depth is 8 feet. (Are we envious yet?)
The club is small and their hearts are big. http://
www.burlbay.com/ See below for detail.

The Club is seeing an increase in dry sail
interest and once again more dry sailors mean
more racing fun, potential keel boat sailors of
the future and if numbers increase, more
income for the Club to everyone’s benefit.
My own short term plan is to complete the
revising of the old Plan so it can be made
available as a spread sheet to the general
membership. This will happen in the next

Demolition by Jim Dow
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If you would like to join us please email
leigh.geraghty@gmail.com.
Include these details.
1. Your name
2.

Boat Name and number of crew
including yourself.

3.

Boat length

4.

Boat width

5.

Boat draft
(Continued on page 19)

Haulout

Photos by Don Hinchley .Genia Vanderkruk & TerryONeil
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Ground Hog Day & Christmas Party

Photos by Heather Jackson, & Michael Kelly
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Commodore’s Ball & Winter

Photos by Jim Dow & Don Hinchley
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Launch

Photos by Richard Slee & Don Hinchley
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Reports
(Continued from page 14)

This is a reciprocal cruise and spots are limited. Once all spots are filled, there will be a
waiting list. Hope you can join us!

Burlington Sailing & Boating Club
(BS&BC)
The Burlington Sailing & Boating Club
(BS&BC) is pleased to host Queen City Yacht
Club with a reciprocal cruise on August 3 - 5.
BS&BC is situated at the LaSalle Park Marina
(LPMA) on the north shore of Burlington
Bay/Hamilton Harbour. (Both BS&BC and
LPMA are self-help, non-profit organizations.)

and a balcony with a captivating view of Burlington Bay. There is also a sheltered BBQ/
picnic dock on the water with gas barbecues
and picnic tables.
The Club is located a 15 minute walk from
restaurants and a gas station. Take a stroll
along the picturesque shoreline and park nature trails.
Further information on BS&BC can be found at
www.burlbay.com. (see pictures below)

To reach the marina, visiting boats must enter
Burlington Bay through the Burlington Canal
“lift-bridge” which opens on the hour & halfhour for recreational boats (providing a boat
is in the channel) but it is affected by commercial traffic and maintenance – if in doubt,
check for next lift time by calling “Burlington
Bridge” on VHF channel 16.
The BS&BC clubhouse is located just ‘up the
hill’ in LaSalle Park overlooking scenic Burlington Bay. It is a cozy, two-story building
with a small lounge, gas fireplace, TV/VCR,
showers, washrooms, limited kitchen facilities

Demolition pictures by Jacqui Cook and
Heather Jackson

New Building Report
Ron Mazza vicecommodore@qcyc.ca
The Building Committee consisting of David
Kent, Allan Rae, Greg Reuter, and myself have
had a busy and productive winter finalizing
the design and drawings for the new locker
building and the new Learn to Sail building. In
December 2012 we had a bit of a setback when
we discovered a spatial separation requirement
buried in the building code that required a
major reorientation of the locker building and
drivers quarters to better fit the buildings on
the site. This change had no impact on the
building cost but we had to make this building
shorter in the north south direction by making
it longer in the east west.
We cleared that hurdle by redesigning the
layout of the locker and captains quarters and
tendered the buildings to three contractors in
late January. All three submitted fixed lump
sum bids on February 7th. Based on the tenders
received we selected Cove Construction
(www.coveconstruction.ca), the lowest bidder,
to undertake the project. Their bid was very
close to David’s original estimate. Martin
Earle, owner of Cove Construction is also a
sailor and Island resident so is both familiar
with our needs and the demands of building
on the Island. Construction is scheduled to
begin May 13 and carry on into September.
On March 18, 2013 we submitted our drawings to the City for a building permit. We had
a momentary setback when the City required
us to heat, ventilate, and insulate the LTS
building for possible future winter usage. That
wasn’t in the budget!! However, our excellent
Park Superintendent, Warren Hoselton, came
to our rescue by writing a letter confirming
that the Club only runs on a seasonal basis.
Based on that, the City accepted our permit
submission a week later and by mid to late
April we have been assured that permits will
be issued.
John Heath, Club Treasurer obtained proposals from three of the major banks to provide
financing for the project. Based on those submissions we have chosen to finance through
CIBC, the Club’s existing financial institution.
(Continued on page 20)
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Following are some updated images of the new buildings generously generated by Greg Reuter

We are tracking costs very closely and so far
are very close to budget and anticipate completing the two building this summer within
the approved amount.
The tree removal process has become more
complex than anticipated. The City required
that 15 new trees be identified, located on a
site plan, and planted this year to replace the
seven trees being removed. They accepted
that three of the new trees planted last year
could be counted in that number so that only
12 new trees would need to be planted. David
Kent selected the species and new locations
and Greg Reuter added that information to
his site plan. The City also specified that the
required protection of existing trees adjacent
to the construction site be in place before a
tree removal permit would be issued. Mike
Kelly, with the help of John Heath and Jacqui
Cook, organized the purchase and delivery of
the required materials to the Island and a
work party in early March to complete this
work. That’s all that orange snow fence visible
on the west lawn.
We were, at one time, hoping that construction of the LTS could be completed in time for
usage this summer. However, due to the delays outlined above, that is no longer feasible.
We also need to remind all able bodied members with construction skills that once Cove
Construction has completed their portion of
the work that QCYC work parties are needed
to complete interior finishes such as drywall
related to the captain’s quarters and painting.
So, don’t disappear in the fall.

Demolition of Manager’s Cabin by Jacqui
Cook
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QCYC 125th Anniversary Committee
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca
The members of this very creative and hard
working Committee are: Wayne Lilley Advisor, Pat Whetung, Tony Araujo, Joan Allison,
Roz Ross, Don Hinchley, and Yves Florak. We
also have support and assistance from David
Hall, Linda Toms and Trevor B. Spurr.
We developed a Plan for 2013 Committee
activities in October 2012 and reported to
Board of Directors. We have integrated communications activities using the Communications Plan developed by Joan Allison "2013 –
We’re working hard, help us get ready to celebrate our 125th anniversary (Get involved)
Year two (2013) will require greater frequency
of communications to increase awareness and
support potential fundraising efforts."
We will continue to report on 125 Anniversary
Committee activities in every Clipper and

promote our activities in Quick Clipper, so
stay tuned and participate. We hope to
invite: the Lieutenant Governor, MP, MPP,
Mayor, Alderman, Past Commodores, and
Commodores from around the Lake, Paul
Henderson, or an Olympic sailor to both
formal events in 2014. We also hope to
have a flotilla of our boats go around the
lake visiting other Yacht Clubs promoting
our 125th starting in 2013 or 14. The leader
of the flotilla will fly a large flag which has
been designed by Yves Florak. The leader
will leave something with each Club as a
memento (perhaps a 1889-2014 QCYC
Burgee). We will be approaching a Winery
through Caterer for a 125th all season red
and white wine and a special red wine from
2014 to lay down for Club (ready to drink
in 2016). We continue to seek your input to
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see what you want for the 125th Anniversary,
specifically “What would you like to do on a
125th Anniversary?” “What do you want to
celebrate?” We also hope to compile a Music
CD of vintage popular music from the 1890s
to 2010s but this will depend on a volunteer.
The Royal Hamilton Yacht Club is celebrating
its 125 Anniversary this year. The Chair of
the Committee will meet with the organizers
of their celebrations to see what we can learn
from their experience and gather ideas for our
2014 activities.
The Chair has contacted the Palais Royale
about holding our 125th Anniversary Commodore's Ball next year but it appears that it
would cost us about $115 a person which
Chair of Entertainment and Chair of the
125th Committee felt was too steep. We are
(Continued on page 22)

Sailpast
looking for a venue of an historical nature or
close to the water that is more reasonable.
The Chair attended, with some other members
from QCYC, a really interesting historical
presentation at RHYC on March 23rd in celebration of their 125th anniversary that was
well attended. The Chair met with Ms. Michelle Dale of the Toronto Archives on April 3
and went over our preliminary listing of historical records that we would want to transfer
to the Archives in 2015. She was very receptive of receiving our records and provided a
number of guidelines. She also stated they did
not take artifacts. She will appoint an Archivist
to supervise the transfer. The Chair also attended with members of RHYC, RCYC and
the Marine Museum of the Great Lakes located
in Kingston a tour of the Toronto Museum and
Heritage storage facilities on Atlantic Ave.
This was extremely interesting; however the
Chair was not able to identify anything for
now that would be of interest to QCYC. He is
also in the process of making a submission for
a Historical Plaque to Heritage Toronto. The
bronze plaque will cost $2,275 and measure
24" x 15" with a maximum of 140 words. He is
proposing to site it on the Wards Island Ferry
dock across from the Club. We plan to raise
the funds through member donations and will
need to obtain Toronto Parks permission.
We will hold two Movie Nights on Saturday
June 29 and August 17, 2013 from 7pm to 8:45
using footage and pictures from the last 30
years. We will have members introduce the
movies/pictures giving some background on
the history and people in the movies/pictures.
We are still trying to track down more movies
from the last 30 years. These will be converted
and edited by source, date or theme. A copy of
the unedited footage will be provided on DVD
to the members submitting the movies. We
will hold a Heritage Day and Dinner on September 14 from 2pm to 9pm to which we have
invited RHYC to do their presentation of the
Development of Yachting on the Bay which
describes the early years of yachting on the
lake at the turn of the last century.
We will continue to sell Old Movie Clips
DVDs from 2012 and 2013 at our Old Movie
Nights and hold raffles for Centenary Books,

special items e.g. historical pens, and sell
QCYC Historical Calendars with dates for
the year 2014 at Heritage Show and Dinner
on September 14.
Members of the Club have volunteered to
research five year historical periods for the
125th Anniversary Book: 1990-94 – Peter
Ashby; 1995-99 - Tony Araujo; 2000-04 David Hall; 2005-09 Don Hinchley and
2010-15 – Trevor Spurr. We need to continue to identify and collect documents
(minutes, stories, Clippers, Flash, Quick
Clipper, correspondence), pictures, drawings/paintings, newspaper articles, publications, stories and videos. We will continue
to convert movies (magnetic tape, 8 and 16
millimetre) and to collect and scan pictures.
We have uploaded material (photos, newspaper articles, presentations and research
papers) to the website from 1890s to 1960.
Don Hinchley has photographed 42 Trophies and listed the names of winners in
Word files which we hope to send to the
website this spring. We have also started to
identify QCYC family connections going
back to earlier periods in the Club’s history;
identify members who served in WW1 and
II (and other wars plus Coast Guard) and
will create an honour role of those members
and post in Club.
We hope to implement Tony Araujo's idea
of history snippets in the Quick Clipper
starting this September. Don Hinchley also
suggested we use a “This Week in our History” items in the Clipper and website. We
also hope to develop a souvenir for 2014 to
sell e.g. issue special anniversary pins using
the 125th logo. We will start using the special logo developed by Yves Florak in the
QuickClipper, Clipper and Website in the
year 2014. We are also going to recognize
the longest memberships; involve the local
community; encourage publicity by Communications Committee and create a top 125 in
125 (members to be honoured who contributed over the 125 years – living and dead).
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Our budget this year forecasts revenues of
$1,290 which will be raised through fund
raising, raffles, and the sale of movies and
popcorn. Our expenditures are forecast at
$4,400 for presentation materials, preparation
of archives material, digitalization of photos,
old film, slides and storage medium.
The Committee held meetings January 30 via
Skype and on April 21 in the Club house.
Future meetings will be held June 23, August
11 and October 20, 2013.

Sailpast at the Queen
City Yacht Club
Graham Dougall rearcommdore@qcyc.ca
The Annual Sail Past and Review of the Fleet
by the Commodore marks the official opening
of the Club. This is quite a traditional and
formal event. It’s a day when all members
celebrate the new sailing season. This is an all
-day event to which all members are invited
and expected, to attend. There are three components to the day:
 Sailpast in the afternoon
 Post-Sailpast social
 The banquet and dancing in the Great Hall
in the evening.
The schedule on Saturday, May 18, 2013:
1205 Skippers Meeting
1345 Review of the Fleet
1600 SailPast of the Fleet in the Lagoon
accompanied by the pipes
1630 Commodore’s Punchbowl Reception
1745 Formal Dinner
1755 Head Table Piped in
2030 Head Table departs for Flag Lowering
Ceremony
2042 Sunset and Flag Lowering Ceremony
2045 Dancing to the Fraser Melvin Big Band
The Skippers’ meeting is where the written
instructions for the Sailpast are distributed
and discussed. One important aspect of the
(Continued on page 23)

Sailpast
Review of Fleet is the orderly line of yachts
passing the Commodore’s anchored yacht. As
with many aspects of yachting, naval traditions drive this practice. The order, with
minor variations, is:
 Fleet Captain
 Past Commodore’s in order of seniority
 Sailing vessels, longest first
 Power vessels, longest first
 Rear Commodore
In order to provide some help in organizing
the Fleet, the Fleet is divided into groups with
assigned group leaders. The order, groups and
group leaders are in the Skippers’ meeting
handout. The actual Review of the Fleet begins at as 1345 as per sailing directions distributed at the Skippers meeting. The review
begins with the firing of a gun. The Fleet
Captain leads the parade of Past Commodores by the Commodore’s yacht. The objective is to have an orderly Sailpast and to allow the Commodore a chance to salute each
boat and members. Please find the leader of
your section and then fall in line to follow. If
your boat is moving too fast reduce sail or cut
power. This will help maintain an orderly
procession. It is important to leave two boat
lengths between you and the boat ahead as
you ‘sail past’ the Commodore’s boat.

Some members watch the Sailpast from the
Great Hall. In the past several years, a number
of members participated in Sailpast aboard the
Algonquin Queen II, which acts as a spectator
vessel for this event. Please reserve with the
Office if you intend to sail on the AQ II.
After you sail past the Commodore, return to
your mooring and “dress ship”. This means
hauling your line of race or signal flags up a
halyard to the top of your mast. At this point
members tend to congregate in various cockpits
around the lagoon (assuming the weather is
decent) for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. At about

Salute the Commodore in the following manner:
 Yachts wearing an ensign (the Canadian
flag) dip the ensign
 Yachts not wearing an ensign, luff the foresail
The salute should commence one boat length
before reaching the Review Vessel and it
should continue for one boat length beyond.
Where possible, the skipper and crew should
stand to face the Commodore. ONLY the
Commodore salutes by hand.
The traditional “dress of the day” is white
pants and navy blazer. Many members follow
this standard. But if the weather is lousy, the
rule is: stay warm and dry. (If the weather is
really foul, the Rear Commodore may direct
the fleet to remain at the moorings; in such
case, the Commodore’s yacht or his designate
will pass through the lagoon.) Finally, your
boat should look ship-shape: take up your
boat’s fenders; leave the dinghy at your dock.
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1600, the Commodore and Flag Officers will
cruise past the fleet in the Harold S. Robbins.
another opportunity to raise a glass to the
Commodore and the new sailing season.
This is followed at 1630 by the Commodore’s
Punch Bowl on the front lawn of the club (or
inside the main floor lobby if weather is inclement.) Basically, this is a cocktail party and
another opportunity to raise a glass to
the Commodore and the new sailing
season.
(Continued on page 24)

Safety Corner
Sailpast dinner is a formal dinner in the Great
Hall (with over-bookings in the dining room)
which begins at 1745 and don’t forget to book
your tickets early! Dinner dress is “semiformal”.
After dinner we have the ceremonial Flag
Lowering on the front lawn and then it’s time
to enjoy a great dance.

The On Water Safety
Corner
Graham Dougall Rear Commodore rearcommodore@qcyc.ca
Spring is upon us, notwithstanding the
weather. That means we all want to be out on
the water. And, we all want to return safely.
So, now is the time to double check all the
safety aspects of your yacht. Are all your nuts,
bolts, other fittings tight and rigging pinned
and properly secured? Just recently there was
another serious accident on the highways because a tire rim flew off a truck into a car because of loose nuts. How many of these exist

on your yacht and have you checked them all
this spring?
Do you have a spring commissioning checklist to
make everything is shipshape? Do you review it
annually to see if it needs updating because of
changes on your yacht? If you don’t, it’s a good
spring to begin. With access to the Internet, you
don’t have to start from scratch as there is readily adaptable material for you to use out there.
Here are some links and there plenty of others:
http://www.bottrell.ca/BoatDocs/Spring%
20Commissioning%20Checklist%20v6.pdf
http://www.asa.com/social_media/2010/03/29/
spring-safety/
http://www.cbyca.org/safety.htm#Spring%
20Safety
One item to keep you safe and out of trouble is
ensuring that your yacht complies with all the
current government requirements. This includes
making sure that that none of the required equipment has expired, such as flares, fire extinguishers or first aid equipment and required documentation such as Toronto Port Authority licence.

Here’s the link to Transport Canada’s Safe
Boating Guide:
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/tp-tp511menu-487.htm
Speaking of expired equipment, have you
checked all those little known or forgotten
items that expire or should be periodically
replaced such as the auto inflation devices on
auto inflatable PFDs. Yes, some of them do
need to be replaced on a periodic basis. So,
check the manual that came with you equipment to determine what you need to do. Of
course, you have all manuals, they are readily
available and you have read them all so you
know how to use your equipment in an emergency, right?
The Internet comes to the rescue again. Many
manufacturers post their documentation on
their web site, even for discontinued equipment. There are a multitude of videos explaining how use things such as use safety
equipment, in case you find a demonstration
better to follow and understand instead of
reading the manual. Some examples include:
(Continued on page 25)
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News
(Continued from page 24)

CPS Boating Tip-How Put Your PFD on While
in the Water
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=s3LZN8Tv28c
Man overboard recovery by PBO: Yacht double
-strop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4q1-Qb6bBw
Icom - How Digital Selective Calling (DSC)
works
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ga6WdGkaeNM
The last example is vendor specific and illustrates that many vendors create and post videos on how to use their products; just search
the web to find them. So take the time to review your manuals or online videos to ensure
you can use them when needed. With the advent of the tablet, you can access these materials with you to read or view while on public
transit or during the hours spent waiting to see
your doctor.
Now, that you have all the necessary equipment, will you and those onboard know where
to find the right item when it’s needed; like the
plugs to stop a water leak?
One item of the ISAF Offshore Special Regulations calls for racers to provide a diagram of
key safety related items and have it readily
available. This concept makes sense for anyone
on the water in a yacht. Create such a diagram
and include its use to as part of the predeparture briefing; this reduces the items that
everyone has to remember from the briefing;
where the diagram is and what it covers. While
the ISAF Offshore Special Regulations were
developed and refined for racing, much of the
material applies to cruisers as well. It really
doesn’t matter whether you’re racing or cruising when the emergency strikes!

T-shirts are always in high demand. This year
we have two new volunteers co-ordinating the
acquisition and sale of regalia. Shelley Deeks
(on Ghost) and Linda Doe (on Pineapple) both
joined the Club a couple of years ago and last
fall decided to pitch in and help with regalia.
Over the winter they have been sourcing new
and interesting stuff.
It turns out Associate member Geoff (Chip)
Scott (who sails on the Bismark) has connections into the world of customized wear. With
Chip's help, Shelley and Linda have been
trying out and trying on a number of new
ideas such as yoga crop pants and full zip
sweat shirts. Plus they have been ordering
tried and true favourites such as a jean shirt
for men and summer weight tops for women.
It's been a number of years since QCYC has
offered jackets with your boat name custom
embroidered on it. Shelley and Linda are looking at suppliers and weighing the options. If
you are interested in this idea and have some
feedback or would like to know more contact
Linda (l.doe@sympatico.ca ).
How can you get your hands on some new
QCYC wear? It is always available for sale in
the office. As well, all the goodies will be on
display in the lobby the Saturday morning of
Sailpast (May 18th). During the lobby sales,
you can rely on the fashion forward Ali Webster (Victorius) to help you select the size and
colour that makes you look good.

Queen City Awarded At
AHMEN
By Mark MacRae

The annual awards banquet for the AHMEN
racing series was held at National Yacht
Club on the evening of February 1st, and
Queen City members walked away with a lot
of yellow flags from the 2012 season. AHMEN is an inter-club organization that runs
a half-dozen or so offshore type races every
year in the late summer and early fall. It's a
lot of fun to get out of the harbour and sail
some long legs for a change, and there really
is no reason not to race: the entry fee is
"Free".
In the 2012 season, QCYC's Frank Bushe
(Fine Wine) and crew won first overall for
the series in the White Sail 2 fleet. John
McLeod (Zig Zag) and his crew picked up
third overall in that same fleet. Also winning flags (they are awarded on a race-byrace basis) were One More Time, Panache,
Veloce and Amelie.

What's New With QCYC
Regalia
- Jacqui Cook
Many of us like to show our pride in our Club
by buying and wearing Club regalia. Jaunty
hats, cozy sweatshirts and crisp new

For more information about the series, visit their website: www.ahmen.ca
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Articles
The Great Grey Green
Grunge Filled Great Lakes

due to other factors. For instance, for the last few
years Georgian Bay has not frozen over, and
therefor there is much more evaporation all winter
long. This evaporation is the equivalent of 60% of
by John Fursdon
the flow of the St. Lawrence River! Rainfall also of
Acknowledgements: This article is based on the course fluctuates, with increased rainfall over the
program Going with the Flow, broadcast on lower Lakes, e.g. Lake Ontario, and decreased
March 21st, by TVO. The program was hosted rainfall over Lake Superior.
by Steve Paitkin. He had four experts in Great
Lakes water level with him. Go to tvo.org/ Much of the change is thought to be due to over
theagenda and go to episode archives to view. dredging of the St Clair River, which drains water
The picture came from the National Geographic from Lake Huron via Lake St Clair to Lake Erie by
web site. The title is of course lifted from Rud- the US dept of Engineers. The depth of the St Clair
y a r d
K i pl i ng .
F u r t h e r River has been increased from 30 feet to 70 feet;
sources RestoreOurWater.com This has a short this was done maximally in the 1930s and the
film of the citizen meeting, and more pictures. 1960s and due to erosion of the river bed and
“The Great Lakes’ by Richard Grady, particularly hardening of the river banks has become self
Chapter nine, “The future of the Great Lakes.”
sustaining. The International Joint Commission
“Our water is going down.“Our fish are going says the river has been changed forever.

away. Our Deer, our other four legged animals,
our birds are going.“I have a question for you.
What do I tell my grandchildren? What do the
other non-native peoples here say when we can’t
hunt and fish any more. Because here is no more
water.” Mokinmuckwakwe Patricia Watts. At a

public meeting in 2012, about water levels in
Georgian Bay.
It is dire says Mar Muter of the Sierra Club of
Ontario. We have lost 20% of the highest quality
wetlands anywhere in the Great Lakes, due to
changes of water levels in Georgian Bay.
On the exposed shoreline invasive reeds take
over. On other exposed shorelines there are 5-6
foot tall pines where there was wetland., turning
wetland areas into forests. 80 % of the Great
Lakes fish need wetlands to spawn. If the water
levels fluctuate the plants are more diverse, and
allow to fish to swim through them. When the
water levels stay low, the plants become more
congested, and the fish have difficulty swimming
through them. If there are no wetlands the fish
simply do not spawn. A McMaster university
study shows Muskie travelling miles further to
find suitable wetlands in which to be able to
spawn..
There have been near record low water levels for
14 years, in the Lake Huron/ Michigan hydrologic systems, because about 14 years ago there
was an abrupt shift in water levels, which
dropped 3 feet in 3-4 years. The reason for this is
of course very complex, and it is difficult for
hydrologists and other scientists to be sure of
how much of the change is natural, cyclical or

The same IJC has been studying this problem for
five years, and has suggested only “adaptive management” such as using longer floating docks to
cope with the dropped water level. In other words
they are suggesting DO NOTHING, in more interventionist terms. This has angered activists such as
shoreline associations and smaller communities.
According to the Sierra Club spokesman they did
not even know the flow in the St. Clair River had
changed, as they did not even have a flow meter in
place.
If you have read this far I know that your eyes
will be glazing over. We hear doom and gloom
stories all the time, its spring. We are going to go
sailing. We have just had a horrible winter. Stop
already. (Why do I know
your eyes will be glazing over….because I used to
campaign for Green organisations, We could get

Yea let’s go swimming.
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4% of the vote usually, but never more. So I
gave up being involved. What is the point?
People gonna do what they gonna do . It is
what it is. Something will change stop being
such a bloody pessimist.
Yea let’s go swimming.
This is a sight you could see if you took your
boat to China. It looks much more impressive
when the algae are seen as green in coloured
photographs. What has this got to do with
Canada? We have toxic blooms in Lake Winnipeg. Green algar blooms in Northern Georgian Bay show up in satellite photos.
I did not want to write this piece. It is far too
depressing, and preachy, and dangerous to be
writing as an immigrant. I wanted to write a
rude and humorous article about our mayor.
But maybe it was too scurrilous. Mr. Ford of
course supports the Island Airport extension,
which will increase the emission of gases that
cause global warming right over the club. And
global warming causes water problems………..
So there you are. We are a visual animal, and
do not see dangers unless we can stare at
them. And we can’t see Lake Fish not spawning and dioxin in Lake Sludge. And “Man
believes what he wants to believe, and disregards the rest.”
To end on a more optimistic note, Lake Ontario is the most closely regulated of the Great
lakes’ and according to NOAA its levels have
been fairly constant for the last 10 years. (As
opposed to Lakes Huron/Michigan which are
completely unregulated.)
Let’s go sailing.

News / Articles
SUNDAY MORNING
YOGA
Valerie Wint. < wint51@rogers.com >

The Rectory Café and Gallery is open
Wednesday to Sunday with Gallery openings
on the first Wednesday of each month. Eric
McConnachie, QC member, Andre McConnachie’s brother opens May 1 (7:30-9:30) with
a new body of work centered on the landscape
of Muskoka.As the WIA season gets into full
swing, many events will begin to happen.
May 2, there is a clinic for pets run by The
Animal Clinic. Call the clinic to book an appointment and just walk to the AIA with your
pet.
There is tentatively a ho down scheduled for
the evening of May 2. Look for posters for
confirmation.

I am Valerie Wint, your friendly Sunday morning yoga instructor. I will be on the lawn again
this summer, starting on 2 June, from 9:45 10:45am. Classes are open to all members and
are suitable for all levels of yoga experience. I
do hope you'll join us this year. Valerie Wint
vwint51@rogers.com. 416-490-8662

Welcoming Spring On
The Island
by Marci Crist
At last it seems possible that spring is actually
trying to make its presence known here on
the island. Bags of garden soil are arriving
and green is starting to win out over brown.
It is interesting that all that launch activity
has lifted the spirits of the whole island community, not just QCYC members. I have
heard many comments about how happy
people are to see the boats back in the water.
The AIA is winding down its season with the
WIA soon to get into full swing for the summer. There will be one last movie night at the
AIA in May. Keep an eye out for posters
about the event. First dance of the season at
the WIA is on May 25 with Tim Bovaconti
playing.
The Island Café opens in May on weekends
and seven days a week as if the May 24 weekend.

The following is the best way to get involved
in all that is offered for this AIA season:
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE KICK-OFF / GET
ACQUAINTED EVENT FREE!
MAY 20TH , 2013
Noon – 4 pm.
WIA CLUBHOUSE GREEN
CASH BAR / REFRESHMENTS
Featuring the music of the BOXCAR BOYS
and the SLOCAN RAMBLERS
LAWN GAMES (bowling, volleyball, croquet)
TENNIS
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES
WIA MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE
We encourage you all to come out have a
drink, listen to a couple of Toronto's best live
bands, sign up for your centennial season
membership, talk to our sports chairs to see
what type of membership best suits your family’s needs. Take a look at the club to see if
there are any repairs or social projects that
you could lend your time, energy or hardearned dollars to! We encourage everyone to
think of what they can do for the club as well
as what the club can do for them! Come share
your ideas, and inspiration for the season
ahead.
This year the St. Andrew-by-the-Lake's Blessing of the Boats and Bicycles Service and the
annual Strawberry Social will take place on
June 16th. Please mark your calendars! Volunteers welcome. Donations to the Silent Auction
appreciated. More details to follow. Contact
person: Charlotte Mudge (416) 203-3556.
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And absolutely don’t miss: Toronto Island
Spring Garden Tour Saturday May 25 and
Sunday May 26, 2013
Noon to 5 p.m. Tickets for the event will be
sold on the day of the tour.
So, when you’re not sailing this season, take
part in what’s happening in your summer
backyard, here on the island.

The Log of the MV "Say
When" of QCYC
Richard Slee communications@qcyc.ca
Under the 1920s Archives on
the QCYC website is the
1922 Log of the "Say
When" (large 12mb file). The
Log which is really a book
compiled from the boat's log
with pictures was given to us
by the RCYC's Archivist last
spring. It is difficult to identify people in the
Log but I believe that "Duke" is John E. Wilson, Entertainment Chair of QCYC in 1922/23.
The Wilson's also appeared to have a cottage
on Wards Island called "Lafalot" of which a
picture is included in the Log. I would appreciate any ideas that members or Islanders might
have as to who the people were or identify
whether "Lafalot" cottage still exists.

From Henry Farmery Associate Member
QCYC and an Islander

(Continued on page 28)

Memorial
(Continued from page 27)

I just finished reading the log of "Say When"
1922 and I must say it made for a very interesting read. It is a wonderful narrative of what it
must have been like in a different time in the
Ci ty ' s hi st o ry . I rea ll y e njoy e d
the cruises up the Humber to the Old Mill.
(from there escorting the girls to the Bloor St.
car which "now runs almost to the Humber")
Imagine docking your boat at the end of Market St to get your weekend supplies at the
market or meeting friends at the Yonge St.
dock (the old dock before they filled in the
harbor). How about docking behind the Harbor
Commission Building, right behind the bootlegger's boat. As I grew up in Oakville (and close
to the harbor) It was good to the see the picture
of the old lighthouse that I remembered from
my childhood. I especially enjoyed the description and pictures of Sunnyside (no Gardiner)
and also the description of watching fireworks
at the CNE (and running for the gap afterwa rds, ( I'v e do ne t ha t my sel f) .
Wonderful descriptions of cruises to Port Dalhousie and Bellville, Pesqu'ile and the Sand
banks. I liked the very quaint references to
chaperons. Having lived on the islands since
the late 1960's (much of it on Ward's)
Iwas very interested in the descriptions of life
on Ward's and at QCYC. Life on Ward's in
1922 would be "summer only" spent in a tent.
The "tents" would usually consist of a large
storage shed that would store the canvas and
some furniture and supplies over the winter.
The tent would be erected in the spring and the
shed would part of the living quarters. The
storage shed would evolve as the years went on
into more of a cottage with the tent getting
smaller.
Camp Lafalot appears in the picture to have a
"tent" roof as many Ward's structures had.
(look at the Ward's Island Association logo)
I'm not sure if the streets were laid out as they
are today and I don't know where Lafalot was
located so I am not sure if its location can be
pinpointed. I do know some Wilsons on the
island and I will ask if anyone knows about the
Duke and Lafalot. That wonderful poem that
the Duke wrote at the end of the log could well
apply to the end of any sailing/cruising season
today.

Kay Walker Memorial
Kay Walker died 1:00 a.m. March 11, 2013

always enjoyed meeting every Friday at The
Shaw House up until December 2011.
Just as with her husband, John, who died at
Fudger House 13 months ago, Kay had bequeathed her body to the University of Toronto Anatomy Department, and those arrangements have already been made.
More on Kay when Hank and Enid and I can
get it all together. May Kay rest in Peace.
Bruce Weber
From the:
Algonquin Island News March 2013
KATHLEEN “KAY” IRENE ALEXANDRA
(DOGGETT) McKENZIE WALKER
July 13, 1926 – March 11, 2013
Kay Walker of 2 First St., Ward’s Island,
passed away on Monday, March 11, 2013 at
Fudger House, Toronto.

Kathleen "Kay" Walker, of 2 First St. and
Fudger Home for the Aged, passed away
early this a.m. Up until one week ago she
had been eating very well, but frequently
refused to open her eyes or respond to conversations. Quite suddenly, she stopped
eating, although she would sometimes open
her eyes and talk, although she was very
difficult to understand. Her breathing became laboured in the last 2 days, and she
died about 1:00 a.m. today.

Born in London, England, Kay was adopted
as an infant. Her foster mother was a matron, and Kay grew up with 14 elderly ladies,
who boarded under the care of matron
MacKenzie. Kay lived through “The Blitz” in
London. She had many stories and among
her papers is a signed certificate from
“Elizabeth R” expressing “my appreciation of
your loyal and devoted service as a member
of the Women’s Land Army” from 1943 to
1947.

Everyone on the Island knew Kay, especially
from her days with the "Flying Toads" army
in the 1970's. Her training, no doubt, came
from her days in the British Land Army
during the War, and she bears Queen Elizabeth's signed certificate in appreciation. Kay
was an amazing and indomitable Island
"character.”

Kay came to Canada in 1949 and worked
some years for the Federal Government. She
married the late John Willoughby Walker at
the Church of St. Andrew-by-the-Lake July 5,
1955, and they purchased their home at 2
First St, Ward’s Island in 1959.

Many thanks for her care in the past year by
staff at Fudger House. And to Juan Cornilla,
Jacqueline Hogler, and Lisa Selvoro, who
provided a friendly face and fed her every
noon for the past year. A very special thank
you to Ricardo Domingo, who cared for her
at home on the Island and had her looking
like a queen from 2009 to 2012. And thanks
to the Vintage Islanders, with whom she

Kay was a very active member of the Queen
City Yacht Club and for many years Race coordinator. She was famous as a member of
the Toronto Island Residents Association and
CB radio operator for “The Flying Toads”
home guard during the long battle to “Save
Island Homes”. She was always a willing
volunteer, as with the Ward’s Island Association Gala Day, St. Andrew’s Church Strawberry Festival, and the building of The Shaw
House for Seniors on Toronto Island.
(Continued on page 29)
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Racing
RS400

Comments from Members
From Pat Whetung: For many years she
ran our Wednesday night racing and in the
beginning, started races with a shotgun.
(common in those days). She and her husband Johnny Walker had their boat TRIDENT (tbc) at QCYC|...On island, Kay was
one of the vintage islanders who was very
active in the island life from protests to celebrations. Geoff Lye piped up when he overheard me talking with Enid and Peter....he
recalls Kay winning water contests in the
lagoon every year....jousting, log rolling and
the like. Sounds like THAT was awhile ago.
From Marlyn and Norrie Macdonald: We are
saddened to hear of the death of Kay
Walker. In her day Kay scared the beejeezus
out of many a neophyte racer at Queen City
and many of us learned the art of racing

by Christine Short
Have you heard? There’s a new boat in
town, the RS400. Very popular in the UK,
this boat is now making its way across the
pond, literally.
In a couple of weeks, a container from the
UK will be delivered to Toronto with six
RS400s, making QCYC home to five boats.
boats much more quickly than we might have, just
to avoid her wrath. Just the decibel level of her
voice was enough to send you running. She was,
indeed, one of the characters of the club and the
Island community and her dedication to the race
committee at QCYC was exceptional - Kay came
out in all kinds of weather and made sure she
gave us the best course to make the race interesting and challenging.
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We would like to give a big shout out to Will
Harney and his mighty crew for reorganizing
more space for the dry sail area which will
allow easy access and usage for all of the
boats.
(Continued on page 30)

Profiles
Some of you may have seen the RS400 that
was at the club last summer or at the Toronto
International Boatshow in January.

The asymmetric spinnaker is easy to use, fast
and highly tactical with an evolutionary bowsprit.
The boats are expected to arrive around the
end of April or in early May. After a quick
assembly the RS400 sailing season will begin,
including:
* Intensive training session planned for Saturday, May 4th
* The Hangover Regatta (day after Sail Past)
planned for Sunday, May 19th
* Weekly training sessions on Mondays
* Club racing on Wednesdays
We would like to give a big shout out to Will
Harney and his mighty crew for reorganizing
more space for the dry sail area which will
allow easy access and usage for all of the
boats.
Feeling adventurous? Several members of the
fleet are going to Scotland to attend the UK
Nationals and then the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival in August, and already there is much
excitement building for the RS EuroCup in
Garda in 2014.
Join us! We would like to get as many people
involved as possible. If you feel like trying
the RS400, feel free to contact Teresa Miolla
at teresamiolla@gmail.com

Board Member Profile Ron Mazza
by Richard Slee
Ron Mazza our Vice Commodore grew up on
the Island. Like many Islanders at the time,
his father, Fred Mazza was a member of
Queen City.
His
twin
brother Rob
and he grew up
around the
Club
with
Chris Purdue
and Bobby
Peat.
They
were
surrounded by
boats, sailing,
and the yacht
club.
They be1960s Kitsitta with father
came
yacht
club
Fred helm with Ron and
brats.
Ron
claims
Rob on board
he didn’t have a
chance! One of his earliest sailing memories is
accompanying his father on Johnny Hustler’s
yawl, Joan, in a Wednesday night race. He

Fogh Marine generously displayed the RS400
at their booth, thank you Fogh. That one boat
created interest for the shipment of five boats
as well as several new members to QCYC.
This two person dinghy is a blend of speed,
manoeuvrability along with being simple and
efficient. The adjustable rig controls and high
volume hull allow for wide competitive crew
weight range. The open transom allows the
boat to largely self-drain after capsizing and
pivoting foils make launching easy. With a
hull length of 14’10” and a wide beam of 6’6”,
the ergonomic hull gives the leverage required
for high performance while being comfortable.

1960s Ron Mazza helming with Rob Mazza
crewing Psychotic

(Continued on page 31)
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(Continued from page 30)

recalls that he must have been around eight or
nine at the time and his job was to trim the
mizzen. He was hooked!

QCYC Currie Cup Team 70s back Mark Millen, Robin Clayton, Ron Mazza (with beard),
Jeremey Ruskin, front John Clemmer and Al
Rae Jr.
Ron and twin brother, Rob enrolled in the
Queen City Junior Club when they were 14
until they were 16. In those years it was located where the red section moorings are, very
close to where his boat Circe III is now
moored. Their instructors were Jeremy Ruskin
and Johnny Lye. They sailed solid mahogany
centre boarders called Nordburgs. They were
beautiful boats but very heavy. They enrolled
for the entire summer and raced every morning
and every afternoon during the week. It was
very intense racing and it was a fabulous way
to spend the summer. Bobby Peat and Chris
Purdue were there too.
During this period their father, Fred, was crewing for Al Rae Senior in his famous Tumlaren,
Valhalla, but decided to buy his own boat, a
converted 6 Meter called Kitsitta in the early
60’s. The Mazzas raced that for several seasons
out of Queen City in the local LORC weekend
regattas against a rag tag collection of P-boats,
R-Boats, and other miscellaneous keel boats.
They then started fill-in crewing for the very
strong Queen City International 14 fleet, including Peter Jones, Allan Rae Jr, Arthur Earle,
and Mel Harris. That’s when the dinghy shed
was used for only storing 14’s and it was full.
When they turned 20 in 1967 their father
bought them their first 14, a Buller I, KC 274
which they named Psychotic. There’s a photo
of them in the Queen City Centennial book. It

was the same type Peter Jones was sailing.
They campaigned that through their university
years sailing Wednesday nights with the
Queen City fleet, Thursday nights with the
RCYC fleet, and most weekends at local regattas, and 14 events. Summers were to eat, drink,
sleep, and sail, and sailing meant racing.
When they graduated from University in 1970
he and his brother went their separate ways,
Ron to UBC for a Masters of Engineering, and
Rob to Michigan State for his Naval Architecture degree. At UBC Ron joined the University sailing club where he met his crew, Pam.
He returned to Queen City in 1972 with Pam,
a souvenir of Vancouver. They were married in
1973 and rented houses on the Island until
they bought their present house at 11 Seneca
in 1975. He continued to race Psychotic after
their return, often with Jeremy Ruskin as crew.

Ron and Pam Mazza with friends on Circe III
But it became clear that the then new Kirby 5
14 design by Bruce Kirby was out pacing them,
so he sold Psychotic bought a bare fibreglass
Kirby 5 hull from Performance Sailcraft in
Montreal and built his own interior. This was
KC441, Hydro Electric. Some of the most
memorable races were the Curry Cup four
boat team races against other 14 fleets including RCYC, Boulevard Club, Royal Hamilton,
Britannia in Ottawa, and Deep River. Queen
City Teams usually consisted of Peter Jones,
Allan Rae, Arthur Earle, and Hydro Electric.
He remarks "that was great racing"! Ron
sailed Hydro Electric with Pam crewing until
they were transferred by his firm to Calgary in
1981.
When they returned to Toronto in ’83 they
decided International 14’s which had just
adopted double trapeze were getting to be too
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much of a handful and so bought into a new
class started by Jay Cross, the B14. This was a
Cross 14 hull with a reduced rig and only a
single trapeze. They sailed that for several
years but the class never took off and they sold
it in ’89 and bought their Shark, Mazzarati in
1990. The Shark was the perfect boat for them:
great one design interclub racing, good club
racing, low cost, trailerable, and only a crew of
three, or often only two; Ron and Pam.
Then in 2008 just after turning 61 Ron had a
midlife crisis. Instead of buying the car he
wanted when he was 25, he bought the boat he
was in love with when he was 25. Doug Gill
was selling Circe III, a Viking 34, a boat Ron
had always admired. He couldn’t resist, and
much to Pam’s horror, in a completely irrational act, he bought it, and still has it. This
was the first boat that he had owned with
either head room or a head. Ron was now a
keel boater!
When asked what his most memorable accomplishments were he speaks of the double
handed trans-Atlantic crossing with his good
friend Tony Gooch in his 42’ aluminium cutter,
Taonui from Newfoundland to the south of
England. Another outstanding experience was
chartering the 56’ aluminium cutter Seal with
two other couples, and crossing the Drake
Passage twice enroute from Ushuaia, Argentina
to Antarctica and back.
Ron has been a member of QCYC since Junior
Club in 1961, then as a Student member, an
Intermediate member, a dry sail member, and
then a senior member. It’s the perfect club for
the Mazzas. Ron has had a lifelong relationship with QCYC and its only two minutes
from where he lives. They have stayed member as some of their best friends are members.
When asked what changes he has seen over
the years at the Club he mentions the transition from wooden boats to fibreglass. He can
remember Jim Truill bringing in his new Shark
in the 1960’s, one of the first “glass” boats in
the club. Fred Mazza, his father, was amazed
that from inside the boat you could see the
water level on the outside. Today there are not
any wooden boats left in the Club. Ron also
notes that the Queen City Fleet has grown
both in numbers and size. He remembers that
(Continued on page 32)
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moorings were originally only on the north
shore from the Club to the bridge. The fleet
then expanded to the “American” side and
now extends from the bridge to almost the
ferry docks. The fleet consisted of everything
from John Welch’s 50’ Finale, down to Snipes
but most of the fleet was well under 30 feet; an
Alberg 30 used to be viewed as a pretty big
boat at Queen City. That sure has changed.
Ron has served on the Board on the Board of
Director many times over the last 20 years:
1992-1993 as Rear Commodore, 2008 to 2011
as Planning Chair, 2012 as House Chair and
finally now as Vice Commodore. He has also
participated or lead in the ongoing maintenance of the Rapid’s Queen, refurbishment of
the south balcony and stairs and the development of our new LTS, Locker and Tender Captains buildings.
Ron went to the Island School to grade eight
and then had to cross the harbour to go to
Central Tech High School. Ron is a graduate
of Civil Engineering from the University of
Toronto, 1970, and holds a Master of Engineering degree from the University of British
Columbia, 1971. Ron is a Registered Professional Engineer in the Province of Ontario. He
is a structural engineer and past Principal of
the consulting engineering firm Read Jones
Christoffersen of Toronto and is now retired.
Now you know why he has been so invaluable
to the Club and many of its projects.
What you might not know about Ron is he was
the Past Co-Chair of the Toronto Island Residence’s Association (TIRA) during the community’s life and death battle with Metro Toronto
in the 1970’s. He also has an obsession with
golf which he took up when he turned 50 for
better client contact. But it then took over his
life. He muses that it is the most difficult game
he has ever played. Ron also skis, plays some
tennis, and used to play squash until his knees
gave out.

30 in Whistler. Ron's twin brother, Rob is,
according to Ron, the famous one in the family
as a naval architect and historian. Ron also
stated emphatically that he is no relation to
Chris Mazza of Air Ambulance notoriety!
When asked where he sees the Club headed in
the future his answer is "It is just getting better
and better".

Gib became a Senior Member in 1977 after
looking at other Clubs. He decided that QCYC
was less political, less prejudiced and had the
best "feel" and to this day he still feels that
way. After becoming a Senior Member Gib
bought a 20' Matilda in 1977 which he raced

Ron Mazza watching his Dad Fred launching
Al Drurys Touche

Member Profile Gib
Speight
By Richard Slee
Gib is a member who lends a certain character
to the Queen City Yacht Club that is not only
unique but makes it so special. Gib has been a
member since 1976 when he joined as an Associate and part owner of a Shark (24'). He has
been a long time sailor becoming interested in
his early 20's and when asked why he wanted
to sail, in usual Gib fashion he stated it
"looked like good fun!” He started out sailing
Sunfish boats then graduated to Dragons out
of the Boulevard Club.

No this is not Gib but it is a Sunfish

When asked about his family life he says that
he grew up on the Island as his parents had
moved to the Island when he was only a year
old. He married Pam in 1973 and they have
three children, Graham aged 36 in Vancouver,
Susan aged 33 in Toronto, and Catherine aged

Matilda Sailboat
against the other five or six Matildas that were
in the Club at that time. He won the Matilda
Cup several times. He also raced with Peter
Ashby, Fred Myerhofer and Klaus Noack who
he thought were great teachers. unique but
makes it so special.
Gib has served in many capacities in the Club.
He has been Entertainment Chair, Special
Advisor to several Commodores "don't do
that, you have a Board member", Locker
"King" and Inspector of Cradles for at least 15
years. I will never forget his "tongue in cheek"
campaigns running for Commodore. That
spiced up what is most of the time a somewhat
routine process. He participated in just about
every activity the Club has to offer. He truly is
committed to the Club and making it a place to
be proud of. He received the following letter
from John Warren in 1999:
“Re: A locker for all my great stuff
Oh great giver of locker privileges, (but not
taker away); Oh greatest commodore not yet
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elected; Oh great giver of advice to young people, Oh greatest several other things that just
don't come to mind at the moment, this humble? supplicant bows down before your powers
and though unworthy, (but we won't go into
that), seeks your favour.
Please, oh please, assign me a locker as quickly
as ever you can; I need one ever so much. I
have so much valuable stuff accumulated from
so many years of sailing that I need so much
and use so often that is so far away and so
hard to get at in the back of the garage and,
perhaps more importantly, granting my small
request will reduce the number of animated
domestic discussions that the present storage
arrangements for my trove of oh so valuable
sailing accessories generates.
I know that lockers are in short supply and
that there are many other (though certainly
less worthy) applicants and I trust that a few
small tokens of my appreciation for the large
amount of work you do allocating lockers (at
least 16 hours) would not be taken amiss and
would perhaps "grease" the way (but not the
ways) and ensure my humble? application
receives just that teeny, tiny bit of your attention needed to respond positively. Nothing
large or noticeable, of course, you have to be
and be seen to be, impartial and I wouldn't
want to raise any suspicions. But perhaps you
would allow me to buy a drink or two when
next we meet and perhaps a couple more, or

even a few more than that after I move in. If
you have other preferences that are not too
costly, too illegal or too immoral, (probably in
that order) I am sure we can arrive at a mutually satisfactory result.
Please, oh please, look upon my request with
favour and advise me soon that my humble
application has been granted. If you have any
questions, or wish to negotiate further, please
contact me. Yours most humbly, (for the moment)”
So what are the things you might not know
about Gib? He started out as a plumber followed in the footsteps of his father and grandfather. He then got into life insurance, an area
he still works at part time. He acquired CFP
and CLU Degrees to support his work in life
insurance. He also enjoys trout fishing, downhill skiing and has a love of antique sports cars
and has owned a 1969 Morgan 4/4 since it was
new. Gib was actually born in Toronto as was
his father of British parents and his mother
was born in Wiarton Ontario of Scottish stock.
His wife is deceased and he has two children,
three step-children, six grand children and four
and one half great grand children (I take it that
one is on the way).
Those that know Gib well are most likely asking why this is such a tame interview as Gib is
especially passionate about the Club. He is
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strongly against the work hour’s program of
Club especially as it pertains to Associate
members. He believes with water front development creating increased costs, such as parking, we need more members and unless we can
make associate/social membership less onerous with our work hour philosophy we are in
trouble. We have the capacity for at least 100
social members recruited from the waterfront
condos but they will only stay one year before
the work hours rule will force them to quit. He
believes that we survived the first 100 years
without work hours and it puts the next hundred in question.
He also really liked it when we held the Commodore’s Ball at the club house and would like
to see it there again (I am pretty sure it was
not held in February then!).

Calendars and Schedules
Queen City Yacht Club May 2013

Queen City Yacht Club June 2013

New Dock Master Joshua Slee
Ron Mazza ViceCommodore announced
on April 18th that
Joshua Slee had been
hired as Dock Master
for 2013. Many of you know Joshua as he has been
around the Club since he was two months old.
This is picture
of
Jo s h u a
“learning the
ropes” tethered
on the aft deck
of the Century
Caprice in the
QCYC lagoon
in 1994.
Joshua joined the QCYC Sailing School when he
was seven in 2000 and earned his Bronze IV winning the Sunfish Cup two years in a row in 2006
and 2007. He went on to establish his own part time
business washing boats and putting in lines for
members of QCYC. He graduated from Clarkson
Secondary School in 2011 as an Ontario Scholar
earning a Specialist Skills Major in Engineering. He
has just completed his second year of Mechanical
Engineering at McMaster University in Hamilton.
Joshua is looking forwarding to serving the members
of QCYC as their Dock Master..
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