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This is the third issue 
of the Clipper for 2013. 
I would like to thank 
Heather Jackson who 
created the art design 
and layout for this 
issue for a great job. 
Members should ap-
preciate the amount of 
work that goes into the 
creation of a Clipper. 

In this issue we have a 
great detective piece by Associate Member Don 
Hinchley on our first Commodore Tommy World. 
We also have profiles on our Learn to Sail Direc-
tor, Eric Whan, and Past Commodore, Klaus 
Noack. Our Rear Commodore has written an-
other challenging safety piece and has included a 
request for nominations in this issue. We have 
updates from our Commodore on work parties, 
Vice Commodore on the new buildings, Fleet 
Captain on our Captains and Mates and a report 
of 125th Anniversary Committee from me. We 
have articles from a new Senior Member, Chris 
Hatton, on riding the pry in the Bahamas and a 
piece on AHMEN racing by Frank Bushe. We 
have news on an art show on the Island by two of 
our members and Island activities from Marci 
Crist. Geoff and Lesley Heathcote have posters 
on upcoming events. On pages 25-26 we provide 
detailed information on bar and restaurant hours, 
tender schedule and calendars of activities. Enjoy 
and please give me your feedback for improving 
the Clipper. 

We have several ways to communicate with our 
members. Our QCYC Webmaster Mark MacRae 
continues to improve the website. We want you to 
use the six new discussion forums that Mark has 
created. You can get to them by just clicking the 
icon on the front page. The forums cover Racing  

(Continued on page 25) 
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Commodore 
Steve Hills, commodore@qcyc.ca 

Work Parties 

One of the most 
common descrip-
tive words I have 
heard used about 
the Club is that we 
are a “self help” 
club.  But what 
does that mean?  
The Club started 
off its existence by 
establishing itself as an affordable club and I 
have heard the expression, a working man’s club. 
In those days it meant that if there was a task to 
be done, the members simply got onto it and got 
it done. I am convinced that this was one of the 
key factors giving our club its unique atmos-
phere.  In recent years there is no question in my 
mind that is changing. We are all extremely 

challenged by this 24/7 world we live in trying 
to balance work, family time, chores at home 
and oh yes a little bit of time to go sailing or 
simply chill out sitting on the back of the boat 
with a few friends. I have never heard a single 
negative thought about this idyllic place at 
Queen City we call home, be it the camaraderie, 
the views of the city, the great people, this little 
oasis that we have only 10 minutes from the 
city. However, we need to be very aware of 
some of the challenges of trying to maintain 
this special spot, our spot in the world. We have 
a club on an island with all of the hurdles that 
must be faced such as simply getting people, 
sustenance (yes I mean beer), boat parts and so 
on over to the Island. We have a limited 
amount of room to moor boats so expanding 
more isn’t an option. For many of us belonging 
to the Club means a significant financial com-
mitment. Over the past 10 years or so I have 
been on the Board, there has been a determined 
effort by all of those Boards to try and keep the 
Club as affordable as possible while still listen-
ing to the membership with respect to the ser-

Board Updates 

vices and other aspects of the Club that the 
members consider important. However, we 
cannot ignore the costs associated with being 
situated on an Island. It has been the Club’s 
long-time custom to help keep these costs down 
by doing things by ourselves. 

Unfortunately, in that same period I have seen 
a significant decrease it the number of members 
that come out to work parties. I have seen work 
parties that simply cannot execute the work that 
was planned due to simply not enough mem-
bers showing up. A lot of members look at their 
work hours and say, well I have put in my allot-
ment so I am done. To that I can only say this is 
not about the work hours, it is about pride in 
the Club, spending a little time with other 
friends and members to give back to this Club 
that gives us all such a wonderful experience on 
so many levels. Yes there are some tasks we can 
simply hire additional staff or contract out to 
get these jobs done but in doing so I fear we are 
going to lose the very atmosphere that so many 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Board Updates 

of us hold dear. Heading in this direction 
would of course mean that we would need to 
pay for this out of the membership fees. There 
are other tasks that would be a challenge to 
contract out or would simply require too large a 
number of people to be hired to be able to ac-
complish. 

So I would like to strongly encourage every 
member to watch for notices about work parties 
and give a little thought, hey I have a few 
hours that I wasn’t doing that much, let’s go 
over to our little spot on the Island and share 
some time with some friends, perhaps meet a 
few new ones and give back to this special 
place and even share a beer or two at the end 
of the day. We are blessed by this little corner 
of the world we call Queen City Yacht Club 
let’s keep the traditions going.  

(Continued from page 3) There have, however, been some unexpected 
cost increases to the project primarily due to 
City requirements. As part of the building 
permit review process, the City required the 
installation of a washroom in the Captain’s 
lounge and a handicapped washroom in the 
LTS building as well as increased fire resis-
tance to the west wall of both buildings and the 
north wall of the existing locker building to the 
south. It is estimated that the additional cost 
for this is approximately $20,000. In addition, 
we were required to pay development, educa-
tion, and parks levies totally $30,000. The ap-
proved cost of the project as voted on last Sep-
tember was not to exceed $415,000 made up of 
a $240,000 loan and $175,000 from club re-
serves.  

The Design Committee, the Advisory Commit-
tee, and the Board reviewed a number of op-
tions to address this financial gap. One option 
was to reduce the project cost to meet the ap-
proved budget. This included reducing the 
number of lockers, deleting the Captain's 
lounge from this project, and/or eliminating the 
building siding. Alternatively, they also re-
viewed the financial impact of increasing the 
budget sufficiently to construct the project as 
originally tendered. Based on that review there 

  Vice Commodore 
   Ron Mazza, vicecommodore@qcyc.ca 

 

Rear Commodore 
Graham  Dougall,  rearcommodore@qcyc.ca 

Call for Nominations 

In addition to the awards for racing, several 
awards are presented for outstanding achieve-
ment.  These include: 

Parkinson Trophy - Outstanding achievement 
in open competition 

Sportsmanship Trophy - Member exhibiting the 
most sportsmanlike conduct 

QCYC 16-foot Skiff Cup - Most valuable keel-
boat crew 

Mrs. Jimmy Drury Trophy - Most valuable 
female crew ( continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Buildings 

Construction of the new Learn-to-Sail (LTS) 
building and the new locker blocks is now well 
underway. At the time of writing (August 3), 
the foundations for both buildings are complete 
as well as the floor and framing of the exterior 
walls of the LTS building. Construction of the 
ground floor of the new lockers is well under-
way and should be completed by the time you 
read this. The quality of construction is good. 
These are without doubt the best quality build-
ings constructed at Queen City since the exist-
ing clubhouse was built in1921. 

The electrical work has been tendered to three 
contractors and based on bids received a con-
tractor has been selected. The successful bid is 
within budget.  

was a very strong consensus to proceed with the 
project as originally tendered and increase the 
project budget by 15% to cover cost increases. 
These additional funds could come from club 
reserves without jeopardising the financial sta-
bility of the Club. Based on that, the Board 
moved that the project budget be increased by 
15% over the approved $415,000 to complete the 
project. This was put forward for member ap-
proval at the special general meeting of July 26, 
2013. That motion passed by a vote of 39 to 8.  

Completion of the contractor’s portion of the 
work is expected in early November; however, 
the Queen City work party portion of the project 
will begin in October.  

Fund raising efforts continue with over $5000 
raised to date. Donations are 95% tax refund-
able. For more information contact Don in the 
office.   

Lockers in front, LTS beyond. Photos by Ron Mazza and 
Heather Jackson 
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Fleet  Captain 
Lawrence Reiber, fleetcaptain@qcyc.ca 

(continued from page 4) 

NYC 16-foot Skiff Cup - Most improved sailor 

Jack Albertson Trophy - Outstanding service to 
the Club 

Bobby Norton Plaque - Community service 
through yachting 

Valhalla Trophy - Best cruising log 

Georgina World Cup - Awarded annually to the 
yacht which has entered the greatest number of 
individual ports outside a 25 nautical mile radius 
from the Club. 

QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class - Best Photo-
graph  

QCYC Regatta 1905 Special Class - Best Photo-
graph Showing QCYC Spirit  

 

Nominations for Senior Club awards must be 
submitted to the office Attention: Trophy Com-
mittee by August 31st.  

A nomination for the cruising trophies must be 
accompanied by the yacht's logbook.   

Either prints or slides must be submitted for the 
photography awards.  

PLEASE RETURN ALL TROPHIES TO THE 
OFFICE BY  AUGUST 21ST  

 

 

Communications 
Richard Slee, communications@qcyc.ca 

125th  Anniver-
sary Committee 

We held a Movie 
Night on Saturday 
June 29 from 7 to 
9pm which was 
attended by about 
20 members. Don 
Hinchley made a 

beautiful pen from the roots of the swing tree 
located between the south gate and the Algon-
quin Island Bridge. Some years ago it was cut 
down but before that it was a favourite of the 
kids on the Island and our Club. The Pen was 
raffled along with two Centenary Books rais-
ing over $173. The Movie clips included the 
club house and launch in 1989 by John Coull, 
the Women Skippers Race and Pig Roast 
from 1993 by Ken Rodmell, a promotional 
video done by Paul Sutherland in 1993, the 
1993 Rubber Duckie Dinghy Race by David 
Toms and the Queen City Blues Band. DVDs 
of the movies are for sale for $20 in the Of-
fice. 

An additional Movie Night will be held from 
7pm to 8:45 August 16, 2013. We have lots 
more footage to put together movie nights this 
summer covering the last 30 years. The Heri-
tage Day and dinner will (continued on page 

seem to be running smoothly as we get into 
the season  

The new faces this 
season of young 
captains and mates 
are by now a famil-
iar sight. Chief 
Captain Chris 
Dilallo has been 
mentor, while Jon 
Carlos Rogers, Jim 
Turl and Elliot Hill 

each struggled through the hurdles of study and 
practical work required to attain their Masters’ 
Tickets. 

Meanwhile the new mates are coming up to 
speed on both of the boats in our Fleet. They 
are: Trevor Turl, Mattea Duprey, Ceilihd Trites, 
Russ Hutchinson and Leo Millen. 

Each one of them has their own interesting 
history, dreams and aspirations. To lend insight 
into just one example, Mate Mattea  Dupre’s 
previous summer employment was Camp Coun-
sellor and also Program Director. She is a Uni-
versity of Guelph student entering her third 
year of study. Her subject is the field of neuro-
science, with a minor in history. Her Chinese 
features are explained by the fact she was 
adopted by her family here. She reports that her 
duties as mate are rewarding and interesting. 

As new Fleet Captain I have orchestrated sev-
eral new procedures in an effort to streamline 
the operation of the Algonquin Queen II and the 
new pontoon boat. A couple of mechanical is-
sues are always a part of the scene, but things 

Board Updates 

Georgina Challenge Cup 
Photo by Don Hinchley 
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6)  be held on September 15. Richard Slee will 
give a presentation on the early days of the 
Club. 

At our June 23rd meeting the 125th Anniver-
sary Committee 2014 approved designs for 
the 125th Burgee and a promotional 3'X6' flag 
that a number of members have expressed an 
interest in purchasing. The approximate cost 
will be $175. The Board approved the designs 
and costs at its July 18th meeting, in addition 
to issuing Officers burgees: 

Don Hinchley has discovered the grave of our 
first Commodore Tommy World in St. James 
Cemetery at Parliament St. and Bloor St. We 
are trying to locate a surviving member of the 
family to invite to our celebrations next year. 
See the article in this Clipper. 

We have made a submission for a Historical 
Plaque to Heritage Toronto. It has been very 
favourably received. The bronze plaque will 
cost $2,275 and measure 24" x 15" with a 
maximum of 140 words. We have proposed 
sighting it on the Wards Island Ferry dock 
across from the Club. Heritage Toronto has 
suggested we consider a plaque with a picture 
of the sunken club house at York Street. How-
ever this would cost about $5,000 and as we 
plan to raise the funds through member dona-

tions this might not be feasible as we are trying 
to raise funds for a number of other projects. 
Heritage Toronto has volunteered to obtain 
Toronto Parks permission on our behalf. It 
would be nice to have an attractive plaque. The 
following are pictures of sample plaques: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Updates 

 

 

 

We sent out a survey via the Quick Clipper 
asking two questions as per our 2013 Plan. The 
responses have been really good so far and we 
need to take them into consideration for next 
year.  

The next meeting of the Committee was held on 
August 11 at which a budget for 2014 was con-
sidered for recommendation to the Board of 
Directors. 

Photo by Eriks Rugelis 

Sodus Bay at Sunset 
Photo by Linda Toms 
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Board Member Profile: 
Eric Whan 
by Richard Slee 
 

and it showed as he tried to sail past the QCYC 
Junior sailors who were camped out on Snake 
Island. They had a great laugh but it motivated 
him to join the QCYC Junior Club the next year 
in 1984. 

He admits he does not know what he originally 
sailed on that first sail but he knows it was a 
sloop. What he does remember clearly in his first 
year in the QCYC Junior Club were the “Blue 
Whales”; very heavy Albacores with steel centre 
boards. It was a great day when Junior Club got 
the better and lighter Albacores and Lasers. He 
did a few regattas with a Laser but because of the 
full rig (before radial sails) and his size it was 
really challenging. He came to realize that the 
trapeze rigged boat was the only way to go. Eric 
was so keen that his family provided a van to 
transport QCYC Junior sailors to CORK in King-
ston and even provided accommodation on a 
family farm in Kingston. This enabled QCYC to 
fully participate in CORK in 1986, 1987, and 
1988 with respectable results. He also engaged in 
keel boats tactics at Youngstown at aged 16.  

After QCYC Junior Club he just had to keep 
sailing. He saved some money and bought a Laser 
II from Fogh Marine. From then on he was 
hooked. It was a double handed boat, with a tra-
peze and spinnaker and was very exciting. He 
sailed it with his friend Casey Ferguson as crew 
(he was the brains). They raced it for two years. 

Board Member Profile         

Eric has been sailing for the last 30 years. It all 
began when his Mom moved to Wards Island 
and built a house on Third Street, without a 
permit, and with the help of the Islanders, in 
six days. Eric describes it as a “barn raising” 
that was just amazing. The Islanders used 
work parties and the house was finished using 
teak planking taken from a sunken tug in the 
Eastern Gap.  

Being surrounded by water and boats he had 
access to boats at the Sunfish Boat Club. He 
even had access to a windsurfer. When he was 
about 12 years old he decided to experiment 
with a sailboat in a rather “big” breeze. He 
stayed in the lagoon as the harbour looked 
terrifying. He had no idea what he was doing 

QCYC continued to provide support. 

He skippered his first keel boat seven years 
ago in 2006, a J30. While sailing on a Kirby 30 
of NYC he had to helm it and found he liked 
sailing it. Up until these experiences he had 
not liked keel boats. The J30 he sailed was 
originally was called Sampson. After he pur-
chased the boat he renamed it Alpha Omega. 

While a junior sailor he racked up a number 
of top ten results in the Worlds competitions 
and a number Junior Club Trophies. He was 
most pleased with wining the Ontario 300 
overall with Robert Eckersley on his boat Blue 
Streak. He also pointed out that Bill Eckersley 
(Robert’s father), a past Learn to Sail Chair, 
Past Commodore and also past Junior Club 
Instructor, taught him to sail. These days Eric 
races most Wednesday nights, and has won a         
number of QCYC trophies except last Chance 
Cup.  

When asked why he joined QCYC and why 
he had stayed a member, he answered that 
since being in Junior Club in 1984 he had 
formed a major attachment to the Club.  He 
has been a Senior member since 2006. He fell 
in love with sailing on the Islands and QCYC. 
He really likes the problem-solving determina-
tion of the membership and its skills. Eric has 
stayed a member because in cruising around 
the lake he has yet to see a club as cool as this 
place. He loves the way the Club has main-
tained its cultural roots but has also profes-
sionalised its operations. 

He has served as Learn to Sail Director for 
four years and states that this is the only posi-
tion in the Club that he will ever hold. He is 
totally dedicated to the (continued on page 8) 

Adult LTS: Anna-Cristina Carlson and Hazen Grant 
Photo by Heather Jackson 
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(continued from page 7) the program and has 
enough wrinkles to substantiate it. He sees all 
the hard work as payback for when he was a 
kid in Junior Club at QCYC. During his ser-
vice as LTS Chair he identified the need for an 
LTS building. Eric is “super appreciative” of the 
members who have been involved with the 
creating and making the project a reality. He 
believes that the future of the Club is wrapped 
up in the LTS program.  

Eric holds a BA in Social and Critical Legal 
History from McGill University, a Masters in 
Canadian History and a Masters in Forest 
Conservation both from the University of To-
ronto. When asked about his job he states that 
he is into transforming leadership companies 
for the future that we want. 

Being the sailor in the family he is very thank-
ful and glad that his family appreciates sailing 
like he does. Eric hopes that his wife and chil-
dren get the same long term buzz that he does. 
Eric believes the boat and QCYC is way better 
than any cottage they could imagine.  

When asked where he sees the Club headed in 
the future he responded that he believes we are 
on a tremendous trajectory. The energy in the 
dry sail community, the people committed to 
the LTS buildings and moving things forwards, 
and the total energy in the Club bodes well for 
our future.  

 

 

                               By Rosemary O’Sullivan                                                 By Nancy Moore 

Wednesday, September 
8th, marks the opening 
of an island art show  
by two Queen City 
m e mbe r s ,  Na nc y 
Moore and Rosemary 
O’Sullivan. Come by 
between 7 and 9 pm to 
meet the artists, share 
some drinks and 
snacks and admire the 
work! Both women 
have art backgrounds 
but didn’t start painting 
until retirement . They 
met in an art class and 
haven’t  stopped paint-
ing since.  

The show runs through 
the entire month of 
September at the Rec-
tory Café just across 
from the Algonquin 
Bridge.. 

QCYC Artists 
by Nancy Moore Lobsterfest photo by 

Genia Vanderkruk 

Jeannie Catchpole hanging new curtains on Steve 
Behal’s boat the Everden 
Photo by Steve Behal 

Board Member Profile / Art Show 
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Member Profile         

Member Profile:  
Klaus Noack 
by Richard Slee 

used to race Abracadabra every weekend. He 
won at the Youngstown levels a number of 
times in the J35 class. They were times how-
ever that he did not even place. Klaus has 
won most QCYC trophies at one time or 
another. In one year alone he won eight tro-
phies.  

Klaus joined QCYC in 1972 as a senior mem-
ber. He joined our Club for two reasons: first 
he had a sailboat and wanted to sail; and 
second Paul Olsen was a friend from his 
school days. He stayed because of the family 
atmosphere and he came to consider QCYC 
members as family. Over the years Klaus has 
seen the number of boats, their sizes and the 
number of members increase at QCYC. One 
of the changes he appreciated was getting a 
dock for boarding. After all the years of climb-
ing over the pulpit, he especially appreciates a 
dock now that we are getting older. When 
asked what he would like to see improved he 
expressed concern about flag etiquette at the 
Club and would like to see it improved on 
both the flag pole and boats. He stated he is a 

fussy flag guy and he got that from long term 
members. He would especially like to see the 
flags taken down at night. Of course at this 
point with the flag pole being repaired he 
would like to get the flags up, period. 

Klaus has served on the Board of Directors 
of QCYC for over 20 years. He has been 
Yard Chair, Rear Commodore, House Chair, 
and Commodore from 1983 to 1985 (in his 
day you served three years as Commodore), 
however he never was Vice-Commodore. As 
Commodore he opened up the Great Hall by 
having the wall and small trophy case re-
moved by Teddy Moore and his son. If you 
look at the floor in the north of the Hall you 
can still see the lighter wood of the floor 
where the room created by the wall originally 
was located. When he took over as Commo-
dore the Club was $100,000 in the hole. By 
the end of his three-year term he had brought 
it into surplus. Before 1982 children were not 
allowed upstairs in the club house at all. 
Klaus opened the Great Hall to children for 
functions such as (continued on page 10 ) 

Past Commodore Klaus Noack was 
introduced to sailing by long time 
member Paul Olsen on Paul’s Shark 
“Red Cap” in the late 1960s. Since 
that time Klaus has sailed on a Ven-
ture 222, a trailable with a retractable 
keel in 1971; an Alberg 30 called 
Candy Cane in 1975, an Alberg 37 
called Time Passage in 1980, and 
finally on his current boat Abraca-
dabra a J35 which he bought in 1996.  

One of his fondest memories is sailing 
in the Alberg 30 class races on Chesa-
peake Bay and wining the Chesa-
peake Bay Trophy, with Gord Proctor 
(Commodore 1972-3). It was team 
racing using two Alberg 30 boats 
(counted together), where you take 
your own sails and they give you a 
boat. He also raced his Alberg 37 
Time Passage in the Lake Ontario 
Race Council (LORC) races and with 
hard work won almost everything he 
entered. Klaus noted that the Alberg 
37 races well but Albergs are not 
usually raced by their owners. He 
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Member Profile  /  AHMEN  

"Oh, you're Fine Wine. You win everything," 
said the woman visitor behind me in the queue 
to board the Club's tender. I politely de-
murred. "Well, you beat us handily every race. 
That's why we sold our Mary Ellen Carter in 
order to buy another boat, a faster boat, so 
that we can win in this year's AHMEN." I 
thought of her words on the long trip in the 
dark across the harbour and hoped she would 
not take too hard her inevitable defeat once 
again this year. For you see, I didn't share 
with her the secrets to AHMEN success.  

This race series held annually in Humber Bay 
attracts keen participants from all the area 
clubs, many with fast boats. To win takes more 
than a well-founded boat kitted out with the 
best sails you can lay your hands on. Only 
because I've been assured that the secrets I'm 
about to reveal will not go beyond QCYC's 
well-secured periphery am I sharing them with 
my fellow club members. I do this in the con-
viction that the secrets once revealed will re-
sult in more racers from the Club joining Fine 
Wine out on the water to prevail over the 
competition. 

The first secret is personnel. Not all who swan 
about in boats will do. Your boat requires 
specific crewing for AHMEN racing. At a mini-
mum it must count in its ranks one aged wild-
eyed Scot, preferably from the Gorbels or 
Wick. Now, as these specimens are becoming 

scarce due to changes in diet and climate, a 
few years ago I discovered that a Pseudo-Scot 
(PS), if caught young, substitutes very well 
indeed. The most promising PSs are found 
among those from Atlantic Canada. I believe it 
is their affinity for water, whisky, and wellies 
that makes them so suitable. And their well 
known propensity to break out into what they 
term "song" at the drop of a wee dram ac-
cords, as you shall see, with their valued role 
among the crew.  

The crew also must include a stout-hearted 
warrior woman with a keen eye able to see far 
into the future and deep into the black hearts 
of other skippers. She should also be prepared 
to wrestle with the main sheet, the demon 
vang, and to brave the scorn of the PS when 
she remarks upon the obvious such as, "You 
sure this is a mark of the course?" 

Your complement of companions also should 
include a quiet, sure-footed keener who is 
willing and able to go forward on a pitching 
deck to effect a sail change. He should also be 
tolerant of the PS's frequent bouts of narco-
lepsy, and to contain until ashore what he 
really, really thinks about such and such. 

Finally, your boat is to be commanded by a 
kind, compassionate, all-knowing Neptune of 
the waves whose presence alone is guaranteed 
to unnerve the mere tillermen in the fleet. 

Now I'm about to reveal the most secret essen-
tial to winning. It is a prayer that is sung pre-
cisely 11.5 minutes before the 11:30 a.m. start 
of each race. It is absolutely vital that the en-
tire crew lift their voices in prayer. And not 
just any prayer. Only the ancient Sailor's 
Prayer carries to the divine ear. It is performed 
in call and response fashion with the PS lead-
ing. So here, for the first time, is the secret to 
winning results: 

PS: O Lord above 

ALL: O Lord above 

PS: Send down a dove 

ALL: Send down a dove 

PS: With a beak as sharp as razors 

ALL: With a beak as sharp as razors 

PS: To cut the throats 

Klaus and Lynn in the Great Hall 

Sailpast 1983, Klaus Noack Commodore 

(continued from page 9) Sailpast. Over the 
years Klaus helped with Pig Roast and then 
started to run it which he does to this day.  

As a young man Klaus attended Western Tech 
and learned Auto Mechanics. In his early 
years Klaus was interested in cars that he 
raced when he was 16. Later he joined British 
Empire Motor Club. He opened a Service 
Station and Garage at age 20 with a 19-year-
old partner. He and his partner stayed to-
gether throughout their working years. Klaus 
kept the Service Station for 34 years but then 
he opened a repair only and upholstery ser-
vice a block from Service Station because of 
the closures of many gas stations at that time 
in Toronto The station is still there today on 
Kipling Ave. Klaus ran the business success-
fully until he retired. 

Klaus was born in Dresden Germany and 
immigrated to Canada at age 12. He believes 
they were the first German immigrants in 
Etobicoke after the War. He married Lynn 
here in Canada over 50 years ago. They 
raised three children: Paul, a member of 
QCYC, was Rear Commodore; Debbie Fogh, 
co-owner of Fogh Marine; and Carrie, who 
with sister Debbie campaigned for an Olym-
pic spot on a 470 boat and made it to 2nd in 
Canada. Unfortunately that did not get them 
on the Olympic team. QCYC raised $5000 to 
support them in their Olympic bid.  

Besides sailing, Klaus also likes tennis and 
travelling with his family. They have been to 
Germany where he was born and Florida 
every year with their children on the eastern 
seaboard. They also took in Maine, Massa-
chusetts, and New York.  

When Klaus is asked about the future of the 
Club he responds that he sees the Club im-

proving steadily though it is about as big as it 
can get. The Club is looking nicer every year. 
He is looking forward to seeing the new build-
ings. 

Secrets of  Success at 
AHMEN 
by Frank Bushe 
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ALL: To cut the throats 

PS: Of them there blokes 

ALL: Of them there blokes 

PS: What sell bad beer to sailors 

ALL: What sell bad beer to sailors, What sell 
bad beer to sailors..... 

The AHMEN series is open to boats of mem-
bers in good standing of any of the nine AH-
MEN Racing participating clubs. Boats are 
divided into four fleets as follows: 

PHRF 198 and slower (NFS) 

PHRF 197 and faster (NFS) 

PHRF 138 and slower (FS) 

PHRF 137 and faster (FS) 

Register your boat by completing an AHMEN 
2013 entry form from www.ahmen.ca and 
faxing it to 416 259 9808 Etobicoke Yacht 
Club c/o Paul Bryan or as a scanned docu-
ment to registrar@ahmen.ca As usual, there 
is no fee to enter or cost to registering. So 
come out to pray and play in one or all the 
races on this year's calendar: 

Sat. August 10 

Sun. August 18 

Sun. September 8 

Sat. September 14 

AHMEN  

Dwight Hamilton with Bentley 
Photo by Martha Dunlop 

http://www.ahmen.ca
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  1. Didn’t have a protest flag that meets the 
definition of a flag, i.e., the flag wasn’t fit for 
the purpose. 

 2. Didn’t display the flag within the time-
frame required because it wasn’t readily at 
hand, and that someone had to rummage for 
it. 

 3.  Didn’t know how to properly use the flag 
within the timeframe required; i.e. know how 
to fly it properly within the timeframe of Rac-
ing Rules of Sailing, when they had it in hand. 
 

So, what does this have to do with safety? 

The principles apply except that instead of 
your protest being thrown out, it’s your yacht, 
a passenger’s life or your life that’s at stake. 

This was highlighted at the newly introduced 
post-race inspections for the just completed 
Lake Ontario 300 Challenge Race. All ten 
sailboats inspected passed against the subset 
of the LO Offshore Special Regulations for 
Category 3 Monohulls, which specified the 

equipment, structural and stability require-
ments for participants in the race, see http://
www.yachtscoring.com/event_documents/765/
LOO SR%20Cat%20 3%20Monohul l s%
20v1.1.pdf   

However, the inspectors noted some very good 
practices that ensured that both the letter and 
intent of regulations were being met. One of 
the requirements is to have a knife in the cock-
pit.   The LO300 inspectors found the knife in 
its sheath lashed to the boom ready to be used 
in an emergency. It was in an accessible place 
that every crew knew.  

Of course everyone with a boat has met or 
exceeded the letter of the applicable Transport 
Canada requirements as documented in TC’s 
Safe Boating Guide, which can be found at 
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/tp-tp511-
menu-487.htm , right? 

When was the last time you checked that you 
still have all the safety equipment, that it’s still 
in working order and not expired? 

One of the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 
states, when required to a display a protest 
flag, you must display it promptly. The estab-
lished precedence is that promptly means 
within 20 to 30 seconds, unless there are 
mitigating circumstances such as injury or 
your sailboat is sinking. If you tell the protest 
committee that you had to go down below to 
get the flag or you had to look for it, your 
protest is ‘toast’ as it will be ruled invalid. 
Claiming that you spent time figuring out 
which side of the protest flag is up, won’t 
pass muster. Similarly, the protest flag must 
meet the dictionary definition of a flag.  

Many a racer has been chagrinned to learn 
their protest is thrown out because they: 

Safety Corner   

The On Water Safety Corner  
Graham Dougall, Rear Commodore  
rearcommodore@qcyc.ca  

 

http://www.yachtscoring.com/event_documents/765/LOOSR%20Cat%203%20Monohulls%20v1.1.pdf
http://www.yachtscoring.com/event_documents/765/LOOSR%20Cat%203%20Monohulls%20v1.1.pdf
http://www.yachtscoring.com/event_documents/765/LOOSR%20Cat%203%20Monohulls%20v1.1.pdf
http://www.yachtscoring.com/event_documents/765/LOOSR%20Cat%203%20Monohulls%20v1.1.pdf
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/tp-tp511-menu-487.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/tp-tp511-menu-487.htm
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Safety Corner    

Did you know that the Canadian Power and 
Sail Squadron training video, for their Rec-
reation Vessel Courtesy Check (RVCC) 
volunteers, states that Personal Flotation 
Devices (PFDs) must be reachable from the 
cockpit. So, where are your PDFs? 

If you were sinking or had a fire down be-
low, would you be cut off from your PDFs? 
Are all your PDFs in one place like having 
all your eggs in one basket?  

Hopefully, all the racers were perplexed by 
the comment about someone having to figure 
how to fly the protest flag the right way up, 
given that it’s a solid red flag. However, it 
does illustrate that if you never examined 
your equipment, read the manuals and prac-
ticed using it, you might end up in the 
equivalent situation of wasting precious time 
in a panic trying to figure out which way is 
up on a solid red flag 

Panic in an emergency can render all the 
emergency equipment useless. One of the 
best ways to address this is to become famil-
iar in using your safety and emergency 
equipment so it becomes second nature. 
That’s one of the reasons that the QCYC 
Safety Day is held on a periodic basis. 

In summary: 

Have you checked all your safety and emer-
gency equipment to ensure that you still 

have it, it’s in working order and it’s not expired? 

Do you and others onboard know how to use the 
equipment, even when panic is setting in? 

Do you and others onboard know the location and 
can easily retrieve the equipment, even when panic 
is setting in? 

Do you have alternatives for key emergency equip-
ment you can’t reach in a case of fire or unexpected 
damage resulting from the emergency forcing you to 
use the equipment? 

Or will you be like the racer who has their protest 
summarily thrown out because they weren’t pre-
pared; except the consequences of being ill-prepared 
are much more extreme, such as death! 



14 

Lobsterfest 

Photos by Don Hinchley and Genia Vanderkruk 
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Photos by Jaqui Cook, Heather Jackson, Kevin Johnson, Don Hinchley, Dave Robinson, Eriks Rugelis, Martha Dunlop, Richard Slee, and Mike Veenhuizen 

Working, Cruising, Racing, Around the Club 
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                           Cruising                                     

Sail West Queen City  
by Sandi Chung 

On June 29 we had a co-ordinated departure 
of 12 boats, some from the eastern gap, 
while others set out from western gap. The 
Eastern gap offered a one tack leisurely sail 
to our destination. The skies were gray, the 
wind light and seas calm. 

 

 

 

 

 

All cruisers celebrated their arrival with a 
toast to the wind and the sea. Beverages at 
the outdoor patio helped quench and cool 
our cruisers and soon singing and eventually 
the ukuleles made the scene ‘a gathering’! At 
least two members drove out to meet us and 
enjoyed the festivities while their autos 
made a ‘beer run.’ A huge bag of Mr 
Christie cookies, salads, steaks and more 
beverages rounded out the evening. 

On June 30 the early risers gathered for 
coffee and espresso which fueled the start of 
day with great conversation and laughter. 
We sang “O Canada” as the flag was raised 
and had Mimico members and their guests 
stop and pay proper tribute to our fine coun-
try. There were Canada Day long weekend 
breakfast buffet brunches for only $8.95.  
Some went for a sail and some left. The 

Cruise Director, Bev Harney, provided cucum-
ber and chicken salad sandwiches while others 
set up the croquet course and a friendly game 
ensued for fun (not too competitive ...yeah 
right!). Challenges of boccie, backgammon, and 
euchre went on into the night. We enticed 
Mimico members to join the ukulele jam ses-
sion. After drinks on the club balcony 
quenched our thirst, while the roof gave us 
some relief from the sun, there was Cocktail 
hour with Paul’s margaritas; a BBQ potluck  

 

 

 

 

feast and fireworks. Some left for a night sail 
for a close-up of the fireworks and to anchor at 
Ward’s beach. 

On July 1 the delicious breakfast buffet de-
served a repeat and who could resist at THAT 

price. It was time to pack up and head back to 
QC... Thank you Cruise Director Beverly! 

MIMICO is a great cruising destination. 
Mimico staff greeted us warmly, facilities were 
clean and totally suited for cruisers, and mem-
bers were welcoming and friendly. Mimico has 
fabulous BBQ facilities for its members and 
visitors. 

Travelling ukeleles 

Nice clubhouse and grounds 

Pimms anyone? Yes please. 

What’s next? 

Hot off the grill. Would you 
like one? 

Yellow? 
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                            Articles                                    

Brick Walls, Dashes, and  Thomas Albert 
Edward World, First Commodore of QCYC 
by Don Hinchley 

“receive this information prior to its public  

Among the numerous things I like about the 
Queen City Yacht Club is its rich history.  
From the first time I visited the Club as a 
prospective member I was impressed by the 
Great Hall festooned with club burgees and 
the incredible history inscribed on the tro-
phies in the display cases. 

While attending the New Members Night 
two years ago I meet the then Commodore 
Pat Whetung. During my conversation with 
Pat I asked if anyone had ever photographed 
and recorded the information inscribed on 
the trophies. For the past fifteen or more 
years I have been researching both sides of 
my family history. As a genealogist and 
family historian names are important. Those 
found on our trophies are part of our Club’s 
history. Pat, realizing my interest, asked if I 
would, as part of my work hours, undertake 
photographing and recording the trophy 

information. She also introduced me to Rich-
ard Slee, Chair of the 125th Anniversary Com-
mittee and I soon became a committee mem-
ber. 

In conversations with Richard I learned some 
of the Club history. I marveled at the original 
copy of the Club’s incorporation dating back 
to August of 1889 posted outside the office. As 
a genealogist I was amazed to see the original 
signatures on the document. I read Richard’s 
well researched article of our first Commodore 
Thomas Alfred Edward World. 

In genealogy we have a number of terms, two 
of which are: brick wall and dashes. The 
meaning of the first is obvious, the second 
more obscure. Richard, in his research, had hit 
a brick wall, like many of us do in researching 
our family histories. If you read his article you 
will soon realize the remarkable man who was 
our first Commodore and subsequently served 
as Commodore on four other occasions. The 
brick wall in Richard’s research was the death 
date and burial location for Thomas World. 

The second term is “dash”. Genealogists list 
birth and death dates separated by a dash –                            
Thomas World 1862-1947 (cont ‘d on page 18)                
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Articles   

(cont’d from page 17). We speak of “filling in 
the dashes” when we add the life events 
between a birth and death dates. Richard had 
done an excellent job of researching the life 
events for Mr. World. However, we were not 
sure about the date after the dash. We were 
reasonably assured it was some time in 1947 
but we didn’t know the day, month or place 
of burial. 

As we approach our 125th Anniversary I was 
determined to find this information. Richard 
described his frustration at not being able to 
resolve this dilemma. From the City Directo-
ries, Richard was fairly certain that Thomas 
World had died about 1947. The directories 
also gave his last address.  

As Richard had done I searched the digitized 
data base for both the Toronto Star and 
Globe and Mail. I found no death notice in 
1947 for Mr. World. I searched other years 
surrounding 1947 to no avail. Many of you 
have probably seen those advertisements on 

TV leading you to believe that using a few 
keystrokes you can find your family history. 
I subscribe to this online data base and have 
found it a valuable tool in my family re-
search but not in Thomas World’s family 
history. All that both Richard and I found 
appeared in the two posted family histories. 
In fact Richard had found more than those 
presumably related to the Worlds had 
posted. During the past year I thought of 
ways I might continue the research. 

In 1869 the government of Ontario enacted 
legislation requiring the registration of 
births, marriages and deaths, known as 
Civil Registration. Those doing research in 
Ontario frequently use this information in 
their family histories. After a specified num-
ber of years the information enters the pub-
lic domain. Each June or July one more year 
is added to the public record. As an exam-
ple, death registrations are released 73 years 
after the death. This year death registrations 
for 1940 have been released.  Since Thomas 
World’s death was in 1947 it was outside 
the set limits. Since neither Richard nor I 
are related to Thomas World we cannot 
apply to receive this information prior to its 
public release. This avenue of research was 
closed. 

Figure 2 Obit Thomas World Globe and Mail  

In 1947 there was one other major Toronto 
newspaper. As stated Richard and I had 
searched the two other papers. I reasoned, 
since I could not find the information in the 
Star or Globe it might possibly be found in the 
Telegram. Microfilm copies of the Telegram 
may be found in the Toronto Reference Library 
but they are not yet digitized or indexed. This 
meant I would have to search up to 300 copies 
of the paper for just 1947 with no guarantee I 
would find the information I sought. The only 
thing for sure was that I would have to visit the 
optometrist after viewing all those microfilms. 
This spring I asked Richard if he had asked the 

regimental historian if 
they had any informa-
tion. Thomas World 
had among his many 
attributes a distin-
guished military back-
ground. My other 
alternative was to 
begin visiting cemeter-
ies and asking if they 
had a burial record for 
Thomas World.  

One of the research 
projects of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society 
(OGS), of which I am 
a Past President, is the 
transcription of the 
tombstone inscriptions 
found in Ontario’s 
cemeteries. Much of 
this work has been 
completed by the 
many Branches of 
OGS across Ontario. 
In Toronto this is a 
massive project given 
the size of our ceme-
teries.  The alternative 

was a systematic visit to Toronto’s Cemeter-
ies. I began my search with Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery. 

I first visited their website and learned burials 
prior to 1900 and some after this date were 
online.  I knew Thomas’s father,Thomas Tay-
lor World, had died in 1889 – more about his 
death later. My hope was that by finding his 
father’s grave, Thomas’s might be nearby. 
There was no World burial record online. 
Next I visited the cemetery. I asked the per-
son in the business office, something I had 
often done for my own research, if they had a 
record of a burial for Thomas World. Mount 
Pleasant was eliminated. 

I had planned to visit the club on Friday July 
5th but I awoke to a dull miserable day. Since 
rain was predicted for later in the day I felt 
this was the day I would continue the search 
for Thomas World. My first destination was 
St. John’s Norway Cemetery. I had two rea-
sons for going there. The first was it was close 
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to his last residence and second I wanted to 
find the grave of one of my relatives. I found 
my relative but there was no burial record for 
Thomas World. Similarly I found nothing in 
the Necropolis Cemetery. 

Just before 1 p.m. I visited St. James Ceme-
tery and Crematorium where Parliament 
Street meets Bloor – near the Castle Frank 
Subway stop. I asked the man at the desk if 
there was a burial record for Thomas World 
in 1947. The following was something only a 
genealogist can truly appreciate.  

After a few keystrokes he turned and asked if 
I meant T. A. E. World buried April – I didn’t 
hear the date – 1947. I immediately ex-
claimed yes, yes, yes followed by something 
about solving a mystery and making my day. 
I could hardly contain my excitement. For the 
record I turned and observed it was ten min-
utes to one. The man said he would be back 
in a minute and went to a back room. I anx-
iously waited. When he returned there was a 
second man who was introduced as William 
Britnell (related to the founder of the book-
store). Mr. Britnell was the cemetery’s gene-
alogist. He had two pieces of paper and a 3”x 
5” pinkish file card. I explained why I was 
researching Thomas World and we discussed 
a number of topics related to genealogy and 
the famous people buried in St. James.  

The file card contained the location of the 
plot, who purchased it, when and who was 
buried there. I asked if I could see the card 
and tried to copy everything down. Mr. Brit-
nell said he would do further research and 
email me all the pertinent information. 

There were a number of burials in this eight 

Figure 3 World gravesite with Don Hinchley and 
William Britnell (right) the cemetery Genealogist  
by Patricia Munroe  

foot square plot. It had been purchased July 30, 
1889 by Thomas World, three days after his 
father’s death. Mr. Britnell explained the more 
recent burials were on top of the earlier ones. 
From the card he found there were no monu-
ments or grave markers and explained there 
were other plots in the cemetery without mark-
ers.  

After looking at the two other pieces of paper 
Mr Britnell said it was strange that Thomas 
World was involved with sailing. The two pieces 
of paper were the burial certificates for Thomas 
World’s father and sister (Magdelen F. M. 
World) who had died by drowning July 27, 
1889. I knew from Richard’s article that Thomas 
had buried his father about two weeks prior to 
signing the club’s incorporation papers. I now 
knew his father’s cause of death and something 
Richard had not found – the sister’s death. I will 

expand on this later. I was given copies of the 
burial papers by Mr. Britnell. In a few short 
minutes I had learned the date of death and 
found the burial location for Thomas World 
and found extensive additional family history 
information. 

I asked if we could visit the plot. Mr. Britnell 
went to the wall map of the cemetery and be-
gan counting the plots. Pointing to the map he 
stated the plot we wanted was eight past an old 
road. As we walked up the road running paral-
lel to Parliament Street he told me we were 
looking for what was an old road at right an-
gles to the main road. To accommodate more 
burials the road had been used and to most 
would not appear to be a break between the 
graves. After finding the first old road it was 
obvious there was a break. When we reached 
the second break he moved two rows closer to 
Parliament and counted off three paces. He 
explained this was the approximate width of 
each plot. As I counted off eight of these plots 
my heart rate increased. Then he stopped stat-
ing this was the plot, the one we were looking 
for. I located the four corner makers as I had 
done for numerous of my relatives. This was 
what Richard Slee and I had been searching for 
all these months.  

There was no marker - just sixty four square 
feet of ground – a little grass, mostly soil and 
no flowers. I was filled with a number of emo-
tions. I had found Thomas World’s grave. As a 
member of QCYC I was the only living club 
member who knew where our first Commodore 
was buried. There was the feeling many have 
when visiting the grave of a friend or relative. I 
also wondered why the grave had no memorial 
marker. Mr. Britnell (continued on page 20)

Arrival of the new RS400 dinghy 
fleet 
Photo by Will Harney 
 



20 

 

(continued from page 19) said Thomas World 
was buried in the north portion of the grave 
with his wife, Margaret Rose. As it began to 
rain we returned to the cemetery office. Mr. 
Britnell excused himself and returned with a 
large book. After looking at the 3”x5” file card 
he began turning pages and showed me the 
record of Thomas World’s internment. It con-
tained the death date April 18, 1947, burial 
April 21, 1947, cause of death (Chronic degen-
erative myocarditis), presiding clergy (Col. S. 
Lambert), religion (Anglican), funeral home, 
last address and next of kin – Frances World - 
sister. Mr. Britnell said he would email me the 
details of the other World burials in a few 
days. The information he sent showed there 
were eleven family members buried in Section 
CPS Lot 71D. A letter of thanks has been sent 
to William Britnell for all his help by our Com-
modore Steve Hills. 

As I drove home I reflected on the information 
I had found. I was elated to have found the 
information we needed to fill in the date after 
the dash. When I reached home I turned on the 
computer. It seemed to take forever to connect 
to the internet. I emailed Richard and the other 
members of the Anniversary Committee of my 
find. I can access some of the data bases of the 
Toronto Library online because I have a library 
card. Knowing the exact death date I brought 
up the copy of the Toronto Star and searched 
for the obituaries. There I found Thomas 
World’s death announcement. Similarly I 
found the announcement in the Globe. For 
some inexplicable reason neither Richard nor I 
had in our search found the death announce-
ments. I might accept that we could not find it 
in one paper but both! Perhaps we had refined 
our search parameters to the point that it was 
not possible to find what we needed.  

As stated above I learned Thomas Taylor 
World and Magdelen F. M. World both died 
July 27, 1889 by drowning. I searched copies of 
the Globe for July of 1889. Newspapers of this 
era are much more difficult to read than those 
of today. The type style and print being much 
more compressed makes it difficult to read. 
Fortunately the papers only had eight pages. 
There on the last page, for several days, was 
the description of the deaths and the search for 
Magdelen’s body.  

On Saturday, July 27, 1889 the Worlds had 

visited the Toronto Islands in the vicinity of 
Hanlan’s Point. Some of the family was going 
to return by the ferry. Thomas Taylor World 
and sixteen year old Magdelen World along 
with two others decided to use a small boat 
designed for three for the return trip. Sixteen 
year old Magdelen asked to take the tiller. The 
articles detail how in the rough water the bow 
filled with water and the boat sank drowning 
both Thomas and Magdelen. Her body was not 
found for several days. Thomas World and his 
brother Dundas (also a signatory on the Incor-
poration Paper) returned to Toronto to search 
for the body of their sister. I sent copied of 
articles to Richard who will post them on our 
online archive along with Thomas’s obituary. 
As often happens one brick wall is demolished 
but others are built. 

I had resolved the mystery of Thomas World’s 
death and in doing so found additional family 
information. We know Thomas World had no 
children but are there living descendants for 
the other family branches? It would be fitting 
to have a family member present for the offi-
cial ceremony commemorating our 125th anni-
versary. The challenge is to find them. From 
the information contained in the two online 
family trees I traced a relative and found his 
1988 death. His obituary named two children. 
The challenge will be to find them or another 
family member.  

In relating my findings to some Club members 
they asked if it was possible to do anything to 
mark the grave. We are not the owners of the 
plot and there may be restrictions imposed by 
St. James. There is nothing prohibiting us from 
visiting the grave. Perhaps it would be fitting 
for some members of QCYC to visit the grave 
next April 27th on the anniversary of his death. 
A floral tribute would be in order for the man 
and his family who on several occasions served 
our club as Commodore. 

Articles  / News 

The Island Report 
by Marci Crist 

The summer seems to be flying by and now 
that we’ve all cooled down a bit, we are ready 
to enjoy the rest. 

The Rectory Gallery continues to have open-
ings from 7-9 pm on the first Wednesday of 
every month. An exhibition by Claudette 
Abrams is currently showing at the gallery. 
On September 4, two of our own QCYC mem-
bers are the opening event. Nancy Moore and 
Rosemary O’Sullivan will be showing their 
work during the month of September. Come 
out and support fellow club members and 
enjoy a good party at the Rectory on Septem-
ber 4. 

The Island Café continues with its amazing 
musical and comedy events on Wednesday 
evenings along with pizza night for the whole 
family. A special return engagement by the 
Zimbabwean mbira group Nhapitapi, who 
were amazing, will present both music and 
dance.  On the long weekend in September 
they will hold the second annual Long Week-
end Arts Festival, which will include music 
and community art. Over Labour Day week-
end there are special menus.  Come listen to 
Latin jazz and a headlining concert on Sep-
tember 1. Come hang out at the Café. 

For those of you who want to step it up a 
notch you can try out Julian Ganton’s Island 
Boot Camp on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 if 
you’re not racing. Classes are drop in for $15 
and take place in the Wards Island Park. 
Check it out on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/groups/islandbootcamp. 
You can also set up a private session at your 
boat or in the park. Call Julian at 416-877-
4668 for more information. 

Keep your eyes peeled for notices on the bulle-
tin boards for other dances and events as the 
WIA celebrates its centennial year. 

Most of all, enjoy many more sails in amazing 
wind and sun for the rest of the season. 

 

Photo by Don Hinchley 
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High on the Pry 
by Chris Hatton 

While cruising in the Bahamas we drop an-
chor at Little Farmers Cay, a small island in 
the southern Exumas. Our first stop, Allie's 
bar.  It's a cosy little spot, just off the beach. 
The whole bar, about 10 ft by 10 ft, houses 
half a dozen of Little Farmers' citizens. Allie 
gets our beer, but not before he welcomes us 
to his home by pouring us each a shot of rum 
and toasting our good health. This is bar hop-
ping Bahamian style. Expect to meet the pro-
prietor and expect him to buy you a shot. 

We are immediately caught up in the discus-
sion of the boats and crews due to race in the 
regatta the following weekend. It's festival 
time. This year marks the 7th anniversary of 
the First Friday in February Festival at Little 
Farmers Cay (short form - the 5Fs).   

The weekend is a chance for the locals to 
welcome the cruising community with a num-

ber of fun events (dingy races, wet t-shirt con-
test) and one much more serious event: the 
Bahamian C-class races. The C-class boat is 
about 17 feet long with a 60 foot mast and 30  

foot boom. Only one sail, but one huge sail. 

These boats are big business. The events are 
heavily sponsored by the government and 
prizes are thousands of dollars. Bahamians 
take the event very seriously. It’s one of the 
biggest cultural events in the islands. 

Eventually nature calls and I ask one of the 
locals where the most appropriate place to go 

might be. He takes me around behind the 
bar. I expect to find a favorite tree, but no, 
there is a restroom here. It has a rope to hold 
the door shut. The toilet seat is sitting high 
up on a shelf, ready to be used if necessary.  
To flush, just turn on the tap that is conven-
iently located above the tank, put about as 
much water as you think you’ll need into the 
tank, then pull the handle. Very clean, very 
civilized, very utilitarian. As a sailor, I thor-
oughly approve. 

We meet a young man who is sorting empty 
beer bottles into cases and stacking them up. 
It turns out that ( continued on page 22 )  

Bahamian C-class boats rounding the mark 

Sipper Steve holds up he traditional prize.  
Chris Hatton, helmsman, is second from left. 
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 (continued from page 21) Whopper is the 
local director of recycling. For years all the 
empty beer bottles went to landfill, but being 
an enterprising young man, he has started a 
business collecting the bottles and shipping 
them back to Nassau for recycling.  

As with every conversation on the island, 
talk eventually turns to the regatta. Whopper 
tells us that his ancestors raced the original C
-class boats. In former times, these boats were 
used to transport goods to and from the 
mainland. Sailors would load up their boats 
and hurry to get to market.  "My granfadder 
was racin dose lil boats fo his life."   

Race day arrives and there is a boat with no 
crew so Steve Berson, of Stowe, Vermont, 
offers to skipper her and rounds up a crew of 
cruisers. We are all guys who sail most of the 
year. We shouldn't have too much trouble 
handling this puppy. And, as our ace in the 
hole, Whopper joins our team. 

The first thing you should know about these 
boats is they don't tack worth a damn. And if 

you don't make the tack, the only way to get 
out of irons is to drop the sail and put the 
end of the boom into the water. In this con-
figuration, the boat will start to move. Once 
the boat starts moving, you can raise the sail 
and then sheet in. NO, don't sheet in too 
much or you can't get the sail up. SHEET IN, 
SHEET IN! Don't let the boat stop. It's a very 
tricky balancing act, one that takes a lot of 
practice and, needless to say, not one that we 
cruisers pick up very quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, speaking of balancing acts, the other 
trick to these boats are the pries. These are 
wooden two by eights, about ten feet long, 
that wedge under the leeward gunnel and 
hang out the windward side of the boat. 
Once the boat is moving, up to four crew 
members, "ride the pry" shifting their 
weight in and out to keep the boat bal-
anced. There are no lines to hold onto; 
there are no handles; just a couple of big 
planks hanging out in mid-air, and yes, 
people do fall off from time to time. 

After we pick up our boat, we start to sail 
her to the start line. We will be racing in 
the lee of the island where the seas there 
are slightly calmer. But first we have to get 
there. The wind is blowing like stink, about 
20-25 knots with gusts to 35. We have the 
medium sized sail up with two reefs tied in. 
The ocean swell is rolling in and as we run 
down wind, with the waves, the boat sets 
up a wicked oscillation burying the scup-
pers on each roll. We start to ship water 

It takes five crew 
members to bal-
ance the huge sail 
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which, in an open boat, is somewhat of a prob-
lem. These traditional boats are not fitted with 
flotation systems and if she goes down, you 
raise her by diving down, unloading the 2,000 
pounds of lead ballast, 10 pounds at a time. 
When you get enough out of her to allow the 
wooden hull to float up, you bail her out. Hav-
ing finished bailing the boat you can then dive 
down again and retrieve the lead. 

Fortunately, we don't ship enough water to 
swamp her and make it to the start line with-
out too much more trouble. As we are lining 
up, we notice the other boats moving toward 
us, with their sails only raised half way. Oh, 
that's how you do it!  "Whopper???!!!" "You 
fellas looked like you was havin too much 
fun." He’s right. This is more fun than adults 
should be allowed to have. 

The start of these races is not a running start. 
It's an anchor start. I for one had never heard 
of such a thing. Here's how it works. 

You sail the boat about a hundred feet upwind 
of the start line. Then, you drop an anchor and 
let the boat drift down to your position on the 
start. Fortunately, we are the first ones to the 
start and get our pick of spots. Well, we don’t 
really worry too much about getting a good 
position; we’re happy that the anchor sets and 
we’re sorta near the start line. Turns out it 
really doesn’t matter where the start line is 
because the committee waits until everyone is 
settled in and then moves the start buoys to 
suit the crowd. 

So there we are, lined up and ready to go. 
Watching the other boats move into position is 
like watching thoroughbred horses being led 
into the gate at the start of a stakes race. The 
Nassau television crew is circling the start, 
cameras rolling. Then a reporter jumps on 
board to interview the skipper for the evening 
news. No sooner does he leave than Whopper 
opens up the tool box and pulls out a round of 
cold beer. I say, "No thanks, the race is about 
to start." He laughs and says, "Deeze boys won 
be reddy for a half hour mon." Okay then, 
"Cheers." Welcome to racing, Bahamian style. 

Finally the one-minute horn goes. We check 
our watches. As the start time approaches we 
begin to pull on the anchor line. We need to 
get enough speed on so that the boat can be Anchors up! Raising sail at the start line. 
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steered or we will just go into irons when the 
sail is raised. The gun goes. The anchor line is 
fed back until all four crew are pulling like 
mad. The boat is starting to get steerage and 
the skipper turns her to port. The main anchor 
man yells, "CHECK!" The anchor is up. 
"RAISE THE SAIL!" the skipper shouts.  

As soon as the sail is up I start to sheet in. 
HOO HOO, we're moving. Other boats are 
not so lucky. Two of them don’t get the sail 
up fast enough and are in irons at the start 
line. Their only solution, drop the sail and 
start over. 

We quickly set the pries and start to hike out. 
I'm working the main sheet, easing it slightly 
as the boat starts to heel too much. Whopper 
yells out, "JUS TIE DE TING ON MON, 
KEEP BALANCE BY WORKIN DA PRY." I 
sheet it in tight and climb out on the pry. 

Wow, we get it together,  four guys, about 
800 pounds, sliding in and out over a pair of 
10 foot planks. Even in these winds we have 
no trouble keeping the boat balanced. Well, 
very little trouble.  (Continued on page 24)        
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(Continued from page 23)  Until we start to get 
a little too far from shore and the waves start 
crashing over the bow and water starts to 
splash in (well, more like flood in) with each 
wave. 

The skipper cries, "IT'S TIME TO TACK!" and 
starts a countdown, "ten, nine, eight ..." I look 
at Whopper and he looks at me with a face 
that says, "What's with the countdown. We jus 
say tack and den we tack." The skipper reaches 
one and then all hell breaks loose as I harden 
up the sheet, yell, "BOOM'S OVER!" and let 
the sheet out all the way so that the boat can 
pick up speed in its new direction. Behind me 
the rest of the crew is busy, first hiding in the 
bilge till the boom comes across about three 
inches off the deck, then scurrying to move the 
pries from one side to the other while the boat 
wallows in the two-foot seas, waves crashing 
over the side. 

Well, no need to hurry. We missed our tack. 
Okay, lower the sail. Drop the boom. Wait for 
her to start to move then raise the sail again, 
SHEET IN, SHEET IN! and a minute later 

The winning boat shows how it’s done. 
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we're hanging on the pry again, ten feet 
over the water. 

On the downwind leg we pump like crazy 
to put the ocean back where it belongs. 

Okay, so we weren't the first ones over the 
finish line. Maybe we were last in every 
race. So, who cares? We finished every race. 
And we came away with a memory of hav-
ing shared in a rich Bahamian tradition. 
Oh, and the traditional Bahamian prize--"a 
bottle of rum, mon." 

Photo by Don Hinchley 
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Editor’s Note 
(continued from page 2) 

Talk, Crew Board, Cruisers Lounge, Gen-
eral, Maintenance/How-To/Help Me! and 
For Sale. Remember you have to be regis-
tered to access the Forums. If you haven't 
already registered on the website please do 
so. There is lots of content in the members' 
only area now. You should also check out 
the pictures under Members/Photo Galler-
ies. Thank you to the members who pro-
vided the great pictures. 

The Quick Clipper allows the Board to 
communicate timely information to you. If 
you are not subscribed and would like to be, 
please log on to the website and go to Mem-
bers-only/Quick Clipper and enter your 
name and email. I would like to thank the 
Moderator Jim Neundorf who continues to 
do an outstanding job on the Quick Clipper.  

To find our Facebook page or our YouTube 
Channel, just click on the icons on the right 
menu on the home page of our website. We 
also have two twitter accounts: QCYCTOG 
- Communications and QCYCTOR - Racing 
that I would encourage you to join depend-
ing on your interests.  

I am always looking for contributions. Writ-
ing a piece for the Clipper is a great way to 
earn hours and if you need ideas, I have 
lots. Just contact me at communica-
tions@qcyc.ca. 

Schedules 
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QCYC August 2013 

QCYC September 2013 

QCYC October 2013 

Calendar 
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27 

 



 


