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Board Update/QCYC Info
Commodore
Tony Pitts
We are in the middle
of summer and
members are focusing
on sailing and taking
some
holidays.
However, the business
of the club continues
with lots of activities
and visitors. Heritage
Day was a resounding
success and it was
wonderful to see so much history and meet so many
former members – what a great feeling that day – a
big thank you to Pat Whetung, Roz Ross, Mary
Partridge and many others!
Although your Board of Directors has accomplished
some huge successes this year, there are inevitably
differences of opinion. This happens on volunteer
boards. We listen to those opinions, have a discussion and make decisions. People who serve on the
Board are expected to abide by and respect the decisions of the Board – if one feels strongly enough, the
individual should resign and then speak out.
The debate over administrative costs still seems to
surface. The Board discussed this topic in detail early
this year and made decisions that were close to unanimous. This included the current manager’s salary.
Our administrative expenses are less than last year
and we have been diligently watching our expenses
including salaries. Your club is well managed with
the resources we have to work with.
On a positive note, the By-Law Review Committee
(constitution) has been meeting and Belinda James,
the Chair, has completed a first draft of changes. The
Committee will be meeting again in early September
to review the amendments and then make recommendations to the Board in September. If there is
Board approval, the Committee will be going to
senior members in October at a special meeting.
Enjoy summer!

Queen City Yacht Club

Q C Y C Board 2006
Commodore
Tony Pitts
commodore@qcyc.ca
R 416.360.0624
B 905.614.4272 x 2201
F 905-614-1430
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Bruce Forbes
moorings@qcyc.ca
R 905-640-6304
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Ken Owen
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R 905.567.7224

Vice Commodore
Jim Thorndycraft
vice_commodore@qcyc.ca Membership
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Jacqui Cook
Rear Commodore
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Graham Dougall
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Fleet Captain
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fleetcaptain@qcyc.ca
R 905 940 2393
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Veronica James
entertainment@qcyc.ca
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treasurer@qcyc.ca
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Glen Newbury
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R 416.203-1029
B 416.423.8492
F 416.423.8298

Secretary
Geoff Heathcote
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House Chair
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Yard Chair
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R 416.203.1032
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Communications
The Clipper is published
monthly from May to
October. Contributions
may be submitted to the
publisher via e-mail, fax or
letter. While an effort will
be made to publish
submissions, the publisher
reserves the right to edit
material for length and
suitability.
The QCYC FLASH e-mails
are sent out on a regular
basis, detailing upcoming
events, last minute changes
and items of interest.
To receive and to place
notices in QCYC FLASH
contact theflash@qcyc.ca
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The Clipper offers members and non-members of QCYC a cost-effective way to reach
an audience of avid sailors. Classified Ads Ads of 20 words or less are free for QCYC members.

Advertising

Ads should be submitted as digital files: Mac quark, eps, pdf, tiff, jpg (for tiff/jpg ensure 300 dpi
if type, 200 dpi pictures). For information on placing ads for The Clipper, please contact Glen
Newbury at any of the numbers listed.
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Website www.qcyc.ca

E-mail office@qcyc.ca
Restaurant 416.203.9007
Junior Club 416.203.8274

News

New friends remind me of old friends

by David Hartman and Kim Saunders
With Amanzi finally reaching her hurricane season
destination, it’s a relief to be able to stop and stay in
one place. The only downside of staying still is
watching “stuff grow” on the bottom of your boat.
We’ve decided to make Grenada our main base for
the season and may end up in Trinidad if need be.
However, the anchorages here in Grenada are
stunning. The hurricane hole, in Egmont certainly is
well-protected and there are not many boats around
(‘cause everyone’s gone to Trinidad). The Market is a
regular feature for shopping now and we’ve done only
a couple of excursions around the island so far. We’ve
hiked to the Seven Sisters waterfalls (we only found 2
falls there) and the fish cakes at the Fish Fry on
Fridays in Goauve (about 45 minutes away) are better
than my mother’s. So come on down…
Enjoying sundowners with other cruisers seems to be
a well-entrenched routine, now. Recently, we were
invited to join 3 other couples to watch for the green
flash on Randy and Sue’s 42’ Choey Lee ketch, Nancy
Dawson. After indulging in a wide range of nibbles,
we invited ourselves below for the tour. Randy was
more than happy to oblige. He reminded me of Peter
Jones - similar build, charming fellow and a smile that
warms your heart. Both men have this talent of

transforming a perfectly well- built boat into a model
ship with superb use of space. Like Jonesy, Randy
moved the settee, changed the arrangement of the
galley and basically remodeled the interior. As he
says,”I’ve still got a bit more to do, but it keeps me out
of trouble.” Something, I think Jonesy would say. And
to my surprise, David said to me later, “I know our
next boat”.
Being from Nova Scotia, Randy has good taste for a
number of things but in particular, for fine Rum. So,
we had a little Rum Agricole from Martinique, the
local Grenadian Westerhall, a cheaper local variety
Clarke’s Court Dark, Antigua’s English Harbour 5year old Rum and of course a wee drop of Newfie
Screech on hand to sample. Well, hands down, the 5year old English Harbour was the jewel of the
evening, however, the smoothness of the molassesbased Screech wasn’t a far second, let me tell ya. It
did me proud to hold up a glass of her.
Sue informed me that the French Islands have a name
for each time of the day Rum is consumed. It made
me think of the Locker Block crowd and the south
shore BBQ bunch. This is from, Culinaria, The
Caribbean, A culinary discovery by Rosemary
Parkinson.
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An early morning rum is called “mise a feu” or
“decollage”. Around 10 AM, a shot of rum is called “la
gazez”, at 11 AM, a “ti goutte” and just before lunch
at midday a “ti punch.” Around 3 PM, one partakes
of “l”heure du Christ” around 5 o’clock, “le ti pape
pape” and just before evening, at cocktail hour, one
returns to “ti punch”. Maybe this is why the
Caribbean is so laid back – rum every hour on the
hour.
Well, after a few “ti punch”, the saloon on Nancy
Dawson was turned into a dance floor with no fewer
than 7 sailors boogeying. A small scale version of
Queen City’s dances. David was in fine form and his
dance partner, Stewart, a Brit who also likes to dance,
cleared the floor with their moves. Sound familiar
Michele and Belinda?
So, I want you to know that although we are in the
southern Caribbean, you are not far from our hearts,
Queen City. Hope the summer is finding you well and
fair winds blow for the season. Congratulations on
the Heritage Celebration and the outstanding job on
the Clubhouse. You’re in our thoughts.

News

Queen City Yacht Club Women Skippers’ Race
by Mary Pearce

Pam Mazza and crew have a great time in last years WSR Race.
Originally published in GAM
Women at the helm. Thirty-three years and still going
strong!
We're out there, more and more of us, women skippers
rising through the ranks of sailing schools, competing
locally in club races, racing competitively, or just plain
having fun at the helm.
Some of us have participated in this fun event for a
number of years - the Women Skipper’s Race held
annually at Queen City Yacht Club (located on Toronto
Island). In previous years we have had close to 40
sailboats, a 12 year old skipper, and well over a hundred
participants as crew (including our spouses sheepishly
taking instructions) enjoying a great day on the island.
But it’s much more than just a race – its camaraderie,

stories, entertainment, great food, a silent auction, raffle,
and an unforgettable experience.
QCYC initiated the Women Skipper’s Race in 1973 to
encourage more women to take the helm—to gain
confidence in their sailing abilities, in an atmosphere that
was supportive and fun. Participation in the event has
grown over the years, with more and more boats from
distant clubs joining in to the point where the fleet now
ranges from Stars to Niagara 35's. Importantly, the race is
also a fundraiser for worthwhile causes: Last year we
raised over $8000 for women members of the National
Sailing Team.
The committee has selected QCYC’s Disabled Sailing
Association of Ontario as the recipient this year.
As the Women Skipper’s Race gains popularity within the

local sailing community, we are striving to encourage more
participation from the Toronto area yacht clubs and clubs
beyond the GTA. Toward this end, special recognition will
be given to the club that sends the most boats and to the
club that travels from the furthest location.
With all the regattas on the lake it’s often hard to chose a
worthwhile event that offers something different. If you're
competent at the helm, a beginner looking for experience,
or interested in meeting new friends, this might just be it.
Spouses, mixed crews and advice are all welcome aboard,
but no male hands touch the helm. Get a team together
and register today or if you don’t want to take your own
boat out, sign up on the “Crew List” and we will match
extra crew with racing skippers. Not sailing? Donate an
item for the silent auction, make/collect a pledge, come out
and join the fun!

Register at http://www.qcyc.ca/sailing/WSR/index.html
4

News

Skippers meeting 2005.

WSR, the Day!
Thirty-two years ago, the women at Queen City
Yacht Club (located on Toronto Island) initiated a
Women Skippers’ Race for its members. The
purpose was to encourage women to take the
helm—to gain more confidence in their sailing
abilities, in an atmosphere that was supportive
and fun. The Women Skipper’s Race is also a
fundraiser. This year we are inviting women
from the Toronto area yacht clubs to join us to
race in support of Disabled Sailing Association
of Ontario and to spend a fun day on the water.
Following will be a buffet dinner, family
entertainment, a great silent auction, raffle, and
more.

makes a BIG difference!
THE RACE
• Only women skippers, mixed crew—no male
hands on the helm
• Start in Toronto Harbour, then race around
Gibraltar buoy and back through Western
Gap to finish line off Queen City. No
spinnakers allowed. Starting rules apply.
• If you don’t want to take your own boat out,
sign the “Crew List” and we will match extra
crew with racing skippers.
AFTER THE RACE

BEFORE THE RACE

• Praise all the race participants

• Collect pledges—skipper and crew—be the
boat who brings in the most $$$$$s!

• Pick up some raffle tickets—a chance at some
fabulous gifts

• Register on-line at www.qcyc.ca or through
Pam Mazza at mazzas@rogers.com or sign-up
on the list at QCYC by August 9th, 2006.
“Registration fee” is minimum $20 pledge per
boat

• Print your bids for the Silent Auction

GETTING PLEDGES—ASK EVERYONE!

• Pick yourself up with a refreshing Sangria

• Sailors, friends, family, neighbours,
colleagues, business associates and clients

• Park yourself at a picnic table for a delicious
buffet

• Don’t miss your corner store, health club,
hairdresser, bank manager, local police
station, doctor or dentist, minister or rabbi,
MP, butcher, florist, mailman…

AFTER DINNER

• Purchase a key for the Treasure Chest
• Put a ball in the hole at the Appleton putting
green

• Feast your eyes on the entertainment of John
Park (http://www.johnparkcomedy.com)

• No donation is too small…it all adds up and

SCHEDULE:
August 12, 2006
9:00 am to race
departure
Check-in and pledge
collection from
10:30 a.m.
Skippers’ meeting
12:25 p.m.
Races starts
(warning gun 12:20)
3:30 p.m.
Silent Auction and
Family tug of War
5:30 p.m.
Flag presentation
ceremony
6:00 p.m.
Buffet dinner
Tickets go on sale Aug 1st
(Reserve yours today).
Minimum Billing Event

7:00 pm.
Entertainment

Not sailing?
Donate an item for the Raffles, make/collect a pledge, come out and join the fun!
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News
Karaoke at Queen City
Call For
Who’da Thunk it?!
QCYC AWARDS –by Leslie-Anne
Heathcote
NOMINATIONS Our Karaoke Night in May was such a success that we’re kindly donated by Andrew & Yvette Drummend.
In addition to the awards for racing, several
awards are presented for outstanding
achievement. These include:
Parkinson Trophy
Outstanding achievement in open
competition;
Sportsmanship Trophy
Member exhibiting the most sportsmanlike
conduct
QCYC 16-foot Skiff Cup
Most valuable keelboat crew
Mrs. Jimmy Drury Trophy
Most valuable female crew
NYC 16-foot Skiff Cup
Most improved sailor

thinking of making it a new spring tradition. So what
made Karaoke work at Queen City? Maybe it’s our love
for music; maybe it’s our desire to dance; or maybe we just
secretly all wanna be rock stars for a night! Whatever the
reason, the Spring Karaoke Night turned out to be an
awesome event.

Thanks also to everyone who has given such positive
feedback (which I’m still receiving by the way) on the
evening’s events. Finally, a huge thanks must go out to
Geoff Heathcote who provided the technical magic and
hosted the event – great job G!

It was fantastic to see so many people jumping in there
and grabbing the microphone for dozens of extremely
entertaining performances! And the dancing…I nearly fell
over when everyone got up and danced to “I Will
Survive”! Too bad ABBA was nowhere in sight – perhaps
we can coax someone into daring to sing “Dancing
Queen” or “Mama Mia” next time. Remember Twisted
Sister?! The impromptu costumes by Greg (a drysailer) and
his friends were fabulous, and won the group all the prizes

Mark September 9th in your calendar because, yup you
guess it, we’re having a Fall Karaoke Night! Like last time,
we’re having a Pot-Luck Barbeque outside the clubhouse
before the show, and Silke will be serving some tasty
Specialty Drinks. In the meantime, if you’ve got a special
song request send it to Lesley@Heathcote.ca with the
song name & artist and I’ll do my best to accommodate.
More info on this event will be posted in the next issue of
the Clipper and on the Flash. This will be the last one for
2006 so don’t miss out!

Jack Albertson Trophy
Outstanding service to the Club
Melvin Armstrong Challenge Cup
Community service through yachting
Valhalla Trophy
Best cruising log
Georgina World Cup
Awarded annually to the yacht, which has
entered the greatest number of individual
ports outside a 25 nautical mile radius from
the Club.
QCYC Regatta 1904 Special Class
Best Photograph
QCYC Regatta 1905 Special Class
Best Photograph Showing QCYC Spirit
NOTE
Nominations for Senior Club awards must be
submitted to the office Attn.: Trophy
Committee by September 7th. A nomination
for the cruising trophies must be
accompanied by the yacht's logbook. Either
prints or slides must be submitted for the
photography awards. All trophies must be
returned to the office by August 18th in order
to engrave the current years' winners
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News

The Docks and the Islanders
by Bill Freeman

The Docks...so far and yet so close.
In a classic piece of tabloid journalism, the Toronto
Sun and radio hotline shows blamed Islanders when
the Docks lost their liquor license on Monday, July
24th. In fact, the Docks had no one to blame but
themselves.
The origin of the dispute goes back almost to the time
the complex was built over ten years ago. The Docks
is the largest entertainment complex in Ontario. It
regularly hosts events of up to 10,000 people,
dwarfing anything in the city’s entertainment district.
The police complained about the abuse of alcohol and
drugs, but for the neighbours the complaint was loud
music. The main form of entertainment at the Docks
was live bands that played with the amplifiers and
speakers cranked up to the max with plenty of bass.
The Docks is located in the Portlands right on the
Waterfront, and although the complex is surrounded
by industrial lands, it is directly across the water from
Wards and Algonquin Island and not far from the
large condos along Queen’s Quay. Every sailor knows
that sound travels easily across water because there
are no obstacles to stop it.
From opening night at the Docks there were noise
complaints from Islanders, people along Queen’s
Quay and sometimes from people as far away as
Queen Street. This was more than a little noise.
People complained about having to sleep with
earplugs. Some were reduced to taking sleeping pills
and tranquillizers. Glasses in kitchen cupboards
rattled. One Island family put the latest sound
insulation into their house and yet the City of Toronto
noise inspector, who was in the house one night when
a concert was on, said that the bathroom taps were
vibrating from the noise. And this noise did not just
happen in the evening. It would go on until three and
four in the morning, sometimes until seven.

Everyone—the police, the noise inspector, City
Councillors representing the wards, and neighbours—
were convinced that the Docks had consistently and
blatantly violated the city noise bylaw. It was a group
of Islanders who decided to do something about it.
They kept careful logs detailing when the noise
violations occurred and they urged the authorities to
take action to stop it. The Docks were taken to court
on noise violations on a number of occasions. Fines
were levied but nothing changed. The noise
continued, and to add insult to injury, the Docks did
not even pay the fines leveled against them.
Finally after no resolution to the conflict the matter
was referred to the Alcohol and Gaming Commission
of Ontario (AGCO). This is the legal body appointed
by the Ontario government to regulate all licensed
bars, nightclubs and casinos. It has the power to levy
fines and revoke licenses but in fact licenses are rarely
revoked. The hearings on the Docks began in
February 2005, 18 months ago and did not conclude
until November 24th.
Altogether the AGCO held 26 days of hearings in this
case. It was the most exhaustive inquiry the agency
has ever undertaken. Arguments were presented in
detail and witnesses were cross examined. The
Islanders’ noise logs were submitted as evidence. The
city noise bylaw officer gave detailed testimony. The
examination of the evidence could not have been
more thorough.
On the final day of the hearings Lynn Robinson, the
spokesperson for the Islanders, recommended that the
Docks license be revoked but she was very surprised
when both the City Solicitor and the council for the
AGCO also recommended that the license be revoked.
The members of the AGCO reserved judgment after
the last day of the hearings and then, on July 24th
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they submitted their verdict. The Docks’ license was
revoked. That’s when things began to hit the fan and
boy was it dirty. Islanders were blamed for the whole
problem. A Toronto Sun journalist called Islanders
cottagers living on disputed land, many of whom do
not pay their taxes, charges that were completely
untrue. The Island is a year round community with
long term leases on the land, and Islanders pay their
taxes the same as everyone else.
Clearly the blame for this dispute has to be laid at the
feet of the Docks, not the Islanders. After exhaustive
examination of the facts the Docks were found to
have violated the noise by-law over and over again. It
was ten years of consistent and blatant flaunting of
the noise by-law that led to the decision to suspend
their liquor license.
Even after that decision the Docks appealed the
decision and on July 28th the courts stayed the
revocation of their liquor license but under certain
restrictions. There was to be no amplified sound after
11pm and before 11am, no special outdoor events,
and they must pay all of their back fines amounting
to $14,000. The Docks is back in business but they
are being tightly watched and monitored.
Now that the controversy has somewhat died down
and saner heads prevail, new arguments have
emerged. Mayor Miller and other councillors have
pointed out that noise is a huge problem around the
city. People have the right to enjoy themselves at bars
and clubs but neighbours have the right to peace and
quiet, especially late at night.
Perhaps the long term benefit of this controversy will
be that the city and the AGCO will stiffen their
resolve to enforce noise by-laws. If this happens the
result will be a saner and more livable city.

Bill Freeman is an Islander and a member of the QCYC

The View from the Lagoon...or a View from the Yard?
by Lynn Kaak and Ken goodings

Nine changes of season had passed since Silverheels
III had last ridden the “QCYC Yard Express” during
our last haulout back in 2004. “It’s time!” said Lynn.
Riding our club’s marine railway for an off-season
haulout is very convenient. Make arrangements to
borrow a compatible cradle from an accommodating
club member. Next, corral a qualified winch driver, a
flagman plus two or three bystanders as cradle
tender-folk. In 20 minutes your treasured vessel
stands high in the yard, dripping with slime and water,
and very much larger than life when viewed from the
ground below.
Our deck was now 10 steps above the ground. Now, I
don’t mind heights at all. Many years ago, I
attempted to weather Hurricane Hazel in my tree
house. Mom had other ideas. Lynn takes a dim view
of all ladders. She is even less enthusiastic about
living high above the ground in a “tree-boat.” We
blocked the cradle uprights to level the hull as much
as possible, but there was still a pronounced list to
port. Although we were well conditioned to constant
movement during our three years afloat; shaking in a
wooden cradle was unnatural! Lynn was convinced in
her subconscious that we’d surely topple over during

the night.

hull to shake, especially since the mast was still stepped.

We compiled an ambitious project list. Power wash
hull, scrape and fair keel joint, strip and grind bottom,
apply five coats of barrier paint and four of
antifouling, replace keel zincs, check rudder for water
ingress and rudder shaft end play, replace stb’d
stopcock, inspect and replace bronze through hull
scoop screens, clean transom and install boat's name,
wax transom, scrub…Well, you get the idea. Each
spring, there is plenty of QCYC yard competition to
achieve a perfectly smooth, fast bottom. The green
tent folks kept advising us about how to get such a
bottom. Our nine coats of expensive bottom paint
became, umm….Fluffy! These tiny bits of our island
will travel with us …encapsulated in $1000 worth of
new bottom paint!

Our view from the “tree-boat" was unique. We could
see the roofs of the locker blocks, and the masts in
the lagoon beyond. The clubhouse was clearly visible,
with a spectacular cityscape behind. I found that, with
practice, our garbage bags and items for recycling
could be lobbed 20 feet straight into a nearby bin
from Silverheels’ deck! During week two, the yard’s
resident carpenter ants found us. We’d traded raccoon
pests for crawling insects. The rigging was festooned
with “Fluffies”, captured by spider webs, which
proliferated everywhere. Even our shoes, if left on
deck, soon filled up with the white stuff.

Lynn slept in the saloon while I stayed in the quarter
berth. When I walked forward to the laundry hamper
in the foc’sl, Lynn would go aft to the companionway
to “balance” my weight. We took all meals except
breakfast at the nearby ground level picnic tables
under the green tent. We lived in this way for 18 days
and nights! High winds during the first week caused the
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What a long haul. More than $1500 in materials; ten
quarts of paint stripper, nine gallons of paint, two
respirators, four Tyvec suits, two new random-orbital
sanders and our tired backs and shoulders. Our
bottom is now better prepared for the rigors of warm
tropical waters. The transom proudly sports her new
name and the port of Toronto.
Early in the evening of the nineteenth day, with a
quiet sigh, Silverheels slid back down the rails into
her own element. Had the boat really sighed, or Lynn?

News
After seven years of providing financial aid to
the Queens Quay Disabled Sailing Program, the
Human Resources Development Corporation
withdrew its financial support for 2006. Their
decision was made at the last minute and as a
result the program is in desperate need of funds
to stay operational for the remainder of 2006.
They’re requesting help in the form of donations
which are tax deductable.
One thing that impressed me was Shelley’s
comment that “sailing often provides their
members with the most thrilling aspect of
mobility they have in their lives. Given the
limitation their members have, learning to sail
can often be ten times more thrilling than the
first time someone learns to ride a bike.”

Disabled Sailing Association
of Ontario by Glen Newbury
July's Board meeting had a presentation by the
Commodore of the Queen’s Quay Disabled
Sailing Program, Shelley Gautier.
Sometimes you can live within a community and
not realize what variety of experience exists
within that community. In this case Shelley
provided insight to the experience of the
disabled sailing community.

equipment and social and special events.
QQDSP uses a fleet of six Martin 16s, two 22'
keelboats, and for the younger sailors, the access
dinghy.
Membership costs $30 per year and $10 per sail.

The organizers of the Women Skippers Race
have decided that all donations will this year go
the Disabled Sailing Association.

To help or learn more check out
http://www.disabledsailing.on.ca/ or
you can help by participating and/or
donating at the Women Skippers
Race so be sure to come out!

The Queen’s Quay Disabled Sailing Program
(QQDSP) is DSAO’s flagship program. Owned
and operated exclusively by the Disabled Sailing
Association of Ontario (DSAO), QQDSP was
created in 1999, the same year DSAO and
National Yacht Club hosted Mobility Cup.
Over the past few years, QQDSP has provided
thousands of accessible sailing opportunities to
the Toronto and area community. QQDSP
makes use of the wheelchair accessible docks
provided by Harbourfront.
They have specialized equipment to increase the
accessibility of the program. From specialized
Martin 16 sailboats, to lift systems, and staff and
volunteers trained in approved transfer
techniques, QQDSP works hard to get disabled
sailers on the water.
They have 100 members and 135 volunteers.
They offer learn-to-sail courses, racing, recreational
sailing, cruising, access to sailing volunteers,

Blind Sailing Canada
Also in the harbour there is a blind sailing association. QCYC racers on July 26 might have noticed
them as they accidentally set up their race mark in the middle of QCYC's (for which they send apologies).
The Blind Sailing Association of Canada is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing programs
which enable blind and vision impaired people to participate in the sport of sailing. They are also seeking
volunteers, and sail from Marina Quay West. To learn more call (416) 489-2433 or look up
www.blindsailing.ca.
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The Healing Power of Water
by Susan Rollinson

photo by Susan Rollinson

News

Beavers concur “water is healing”.
For those of us who are caught up in the race of the
rushing urban metropolis lifestyle, we constantly
become reminded of the stress it entails and the
importance of slowing down and escaping to a more
serene tranquility. Finding the time, energy and
financial resources, though, is not easily facilitated,
yet is an essential element in our mental and physical
health. When was the last time you just sat quietly
and just listened? Do you realize how noisy the
silence can be, and yet how beautiful in contrast to
the constant roars and booms caused by the
construction, traffic and abundance of electricity
powering the buildings that invade the city. As I sit on
my balcony at night in the downtown core, when the
traffic has subsided and construction ceased for the
day, I cannot help but notice the constant loud hums
and vrooms of the generators powering the multitude
of businesses, office buildings, hospitals, and high rise
condos that surround me. Not to mention the
intrusive 24-hour ambulance and helicopter
activity to which we train ourselves to develop an
auditory immunity.
However, I savor every opportunity to escape the
chaos and that does not mean a long arduous drive
up north every scattered weekend to a cottage. I feel
quite fortunate to be a member of the QCYC whereby
I can savor an atmosphere of the most nurturing of all
elements, water. I grew up near the water and there is
something about this wonderful natural resource that
is more than a bodily need we must have to survive. It
just feeds the soul. It cleanses us spiritually. And it
calms the psyche. The sound of an ever-flowing
stream, the ripple of the waves splashing against the
docks and beating along the shore speaks a language
in itself. A language of inner peace and beauty, of

infinite motion or stillness, and a language of
harmony. It’s magical chorus and rhythmic melodic
dances compel my body to become absorbed in the
experience and to become one with the water as I
visualize drifting atop the waves. It is the most
revitalizing experience to feel all the tension and
stress become dissipated in the waves and carried
away so I can be cleaned with peace. Often, I just sit
quietly and allow myself to be hypnotized by the
magic. I love to go to the beach on the island, and am
magnetized by the way the foamy traces of waves
weave a lacey pattern on the sand as it recedes. One
of my favorite club experiences is to sit quietly on the
barge or the deck and absorb the glistening and
shimmering sunset reflected across the lake as the
vibrant red sun falls over the city creating a fiery
blanket of warmth to last until morn. Then I love to
rise before dawn when it peers again from behind and
over the beach. The sun and the land meet and part
on the water with immense intensity and as a
photographer, these images allow me to capture the
warm in my home through the cold city winters while
I dream of returning for more nurturing in the spring.
In the world of uncertainly, we can rest assured that
the sun will rise and fall and the water will flow,
spring will arrive and life will be renewed, because of
the water that sustains us, man and nature, and the
sun that enables us to flourish and bloom.
I also love boats, and even though I grew up in a tiny
fishing village where boats were more numerous than
cars, my familiarity and experience with operating
watercraft does not extend much beyond our own
“Watson”. Our craft, we love to boast, as other proud
boat owners righteously do, is a Watson canoe. I don’t
have the sea legs of a sailor, even with a naval father
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who feels I should have inherited his genes. When I
was studying in Windsor, I loved to go sit by the St.
Clair river everyday and watch the big freighters drift
up and down in blending rhythm with the city’s roar
allowing a needed escape from the stresses of
academia. So having the opportunity to be a dry sail
member and paddle my canoe through the lagoon
helps me find answers to life’s troubles. I feast on the
sounds of the wind in the trees, and the songs of the
birds artfully mixed with the sounds of a rushing
stream or the stillness of the moment. If I listen to
the water and the noise it creates or that permeates
it’s surroundings, I develop an immeasurable sense of
freedom, wisdom, and inner peace, as well as an
appreciation for each and every moment I share the
earth and the endless beauty it provides, but that I so
often don’t have time to enjoy.
Water not only feeds my meditative instincts but also
inspires my creativity. The photos I take, on and
around water and water life give me that spiritual
rejuvenation and energy that lasts throughout the
rest of the year with its power to enable me to
visualize. My home is a gallery of waterfalls, still
waters or storming waters and the pristine nature in
which this water flows. Each image stimulates a
feeling and communicates energy. The images of
reflected sunsets across water make me feel warm at
40 below. The images of life on and around water,
such as the wildlife, the insects, and the flora or
fauna slow down my thoughts and I imagine, while
in the inevitable urban ratrace, the ripple of the lake,
the majestic colors of the plants and the busy birds
and insects working quietly in their habitats. Even
raging stormy waters remind me that water, while
offering serene beauty, can also be treacherous and
give me a way to be able to express any negative
emotions through capturing the image of a raging
beast and releasing the tensions inside as I become
mesmerized by its fervor.
So at the QCYC, I have met many others who are
drawn to the enticement of nature and its special
powers and attractions, especially by the forces of
water pulling each of us to the special paradise on
Ward’s for a summer full of healing that can last the
whole year round. It is that special atmosphere that
gives us therapeutic benefits to help us quiet our
minds and instills a sense of hope and enthusiasm.
My hope is that some day more people would find
the stillness of water and nature as a path to more
peace and less violence in the world if only they take
the time to become aware of its powers and to heal
their troubles.

Q C Y C Board Updates/New Members!
Membership
Jacquii Cook
Why Do People Choose
QCYC?
Mary Partridge was
Membership Chair
when I joined QCYC.
In that first year, I was
asked to survey the new
Senior members to find
out why they picked
QCYC. I asked the new
members a few other
questions too, including why they left their previous
club. We have done this survey every year for the
last 4 years and the results are consistent.

Spring Meeting. She said that it was very important for club members to be welcoming to new
members. She was right and this continues to be
very important. It is also important for us to be
welcoming to the existing members too. Our spirit
of camaraderie and friendship is one of our most
important assets – as important as the clubhouse
and the moorings.

members in decades. Vivienne Trudeau came.
Karin Larson came. Just to be at their club again.
They laughed and greeted old friends and shared
their happy memories. I hope we are all building
memories that make us laugh decades later.
The following people have applied for membership at QCYC.

Senior Membership: Richard and Karen
At Heritage Day we witnessed the power of cama- Veenhuizen and their children Emily, Kirsten and
raderie. Many, many former members came back Erik.
just to be part of the celebration. Their affection of
the club was tangible, even if they hadn’t been Associate Membership: Michael Belsky

New Members!

New Members will regularly feature new members to the club. Please welcome and make feel at
home those newest to the club! If you a new member, please send your name, boat, favourite boating
destination, why you chose QCYC and other interests along with a digital photo of yourself to
traceytf@rogers.com. New Members is compiled by Tracey Thomas-Falconer.

New members choose QCYC primarily because
they like our location. It is also important that the
people are friendly and that the club has the facilities they expect - washrooms, clubhouse, etc. Those
who came to us from other clubs most likely
changed for one of two reasons - they moved or
there was too much politics at their old club. I
believe that too much politics is another way of
saying the atmosphere at their old club had become
'unfriendly'.
I recently reviewed the primary reason Senior
members from 2005 did not renew their Senior
membership for 2006. Moving is the most common
reason for a not renewing. Almost as many left for
other reasons outside of QCYC's control - a personal issue or they left boating altogether. Two senior
members wanted a cheaper club. Another wanted a
more expensive club. One left because of politics.
More than a third of those who 'left' aren't really
gone at all. They have changed categories and maintain their ties with the club.
So why do people choose QCYC? Not just new
members, not just Senior members, but each
member who chooses to renew their membership
every year? I don't have a survey for that answer. I
do have the comments my fellow members have
made to me in conversation. We believe our location
is special and we like the atmosphere of our club.
We like friendly people, with only enough rules to
keep us safe and the club fun. We want QCYC to be
a haven from the stress of the rest of our lives.
I remember Mary Partridge speaking at my first

Ed and Genia Vanderkruk,
with our children, Emily
(15) and Katie (13)

Andrew, Gwenn (Rayner),
Ryan and Lauren Good

Boat: : Serica II - Named after a fast Tea Clipper
Boat: : ‘Prime Interest’, a 1982 C&C Landfall 38. that took part in the most famous clipper race
from China to London in 1866. She arrived in
Favourite Boating Destination: This is our first
London 99 days later within hours of her
boat, and we’ve only had it for a few weeks, so
competitors. It’s a Corvette (31 ft).
we really haven't got a favourite destination yet.
We learned to sail through the Humber Sailing Favourite Boating Destination: Our first cruise
and Powerboating Centre, and have been with QCYC was a very enjoyable experience, so
members of the Humber Sailing Club since I would have to say Port Credit!! The people
2004, but Humber only has club boats, so staying make the trip!!
there was not an option once we got our own boat. Why you chose QCYC: It is a very warm and
Why you chose QCYC: We chose QCYC for its friendly club with a cottage feel and on the
beautiful island location which is easily accessi- Island. It felt like home!
ble by transit, and because we know Ken and Other interests: Andrew likes biking and cross
Lynne, on ‘Silverheels III’. In the non-sailing country skiing. Gwenn likes to scrapbook,
season, all four of us curl at the High Park Club , garden, sew and do anything "crafty". Ryan likes
Toronto's oldest curling club. In fact, that's hockey, swimming, lacrosse and biking. Lauren
where we met Ken and Lynne, before their live- likes crafts, tennis, swimming and biking.
aboard days.
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Q C Y C Board Updates
Moorings

Planning

Bruce Forbes

Mary Partridge

Over the past year
twenty-five Members
have expressed an
interest in getting
their boats onto a
finger dock. Some
gave the club a deposit
for a finger dock years
ago and are still waiting.

Slowly but surely,
interest in the longterm capital projects
list and the planning
process is growing.
No members came to
the first two sessions
in June, but several
came to the ones in
July. Plus we’ve had
lots of verbal feedback, to both the plan and the results of the
“entrance” charrette. Below is a summary of the
feedback received to mid-July.

As you are all aware
there are no new
docks being built. At the request of the
Commodore at the time and the then Vice
Commodore (now also a past Commodore) a
Committee was formed to examine the issue and
come up with a solution. A huge amount of effort
was put into this. After two and a half years of
effort, examining dozens of possibilities, we came
up with a plan that would increase the total
number of docks in the club by thirty. It also
increased the over-all number of slips by eleven.
The business case was developed and proved that
this expansion could pay for itself in two and a half
years. This effort included a great deal of consultation with the Members and I believe it is reasonably well received by the majority of Members.
Last year that proposal enjoyed full support from
the Board of Directors.

This process of attempting to gain consensus on
what is important and where the club should be
going is extremely interesting. As expected, there
are many view points. One of the more frequent
comments is along the lines of “This all looks good
but how the heck are we going to pay for it all?” or,
more pessimistically, “The club will never be able
to pay for all of this, so why are we talking about
it?”
Interestingly, at Heritage Day, I spoke to several
old members including two past commodores,
who said they thought the plan was great but that
the main challenge would be to ride out the politics
and negative attitudes and to see it through. Yup.

The final step prior to planning and implementing The planning process will take longer than expectthe actual project was to poll the Membership to ed and will be ongoing. I encourage all members to
ensure that was the direction we, as a club, wanted express their opinions about the plan this summer
to go. Enough of the current Board of Directors (either at a townhall or in writing) and to be posiexpressed reservations resulting in a vote to not tive about the planning process. We don’t have to
allow that poll to go forward. The reasoning be unified in our vision for the future but we should
behind this I believe for some of the Board be unified in our support of the planning process.
Members was simply that we had too much on our
plates. Perhaps with the recent assessment and the
clubhouse rebuild we would not be able to handle
another major issue. At least these are some of the Moorings ,continued
If you believe we should be proceeding then by all
sentiments expressed.
means attend one of the Planning Committee’s fine
With the Clubhouse back in reasonable shape and Town halls and ask questions. These are a great
Heritage Day behind us perhaps it’s time to get opportunity to get involved in the future planning of
back to work to build docks for those that need the club and to have your wishes with respect to
them and new moorings for the additional ten Moorings heard and forwarded to the Board. If you
members that the Planning Chair has identified as are already on a dock it’s easy to become complacent.
critical to our future financial stability.
For you it’s not a big issue. For those that may have
continued bottom of next column
to wait another five years it could be a real issue.
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We are also considering the following ideas and
would like to hear members’ comments and especially from members with relevant experience.
1. Rental of ground floor: could we significantly
increase revenue from rental of the ground floor
of the clubhouse (Snug room and Kids room) on
weekdays (Monday to Friday)? This idea would
involve equipping the rooms for conferences,
adding room dividers and appropriate furniture
for meetings, coordinating with All Set for food
and beverage service, not to mention marketing
to the downtown corporate community. We need
to build a business case for this idea.
2. Fund-raising: if we had a fund-raiser (ideally a
member who has experience at fund-raising), we
could attempt to raise money from corporations
and/or members. I know that many members
(including me) are reviled by the notion of inyour-face corporate sponsorship, but I do believe
there may be ways to get a corporate sponsor on a
less-intrusive basis. Another related idea is to
establish a QCYC Foundation.
3. Ground floor configuration: we may have another
charrette or “town hall” to discuss the ground
floor configuration. If we’re going to do this, we
need to do it soon because the mens’ washroom
seems to be top of the list for house projects and
may be initiated in October. The mens’ washroom
renovation will reclaim part of the men’s’ washroom space for storage, which begs the question
“what are we doing with the rest of the ground
floor?” If time allows, it makes sense to have a
plan for the entire ground floor before beginning
the mens’ washroom project.

Are you a a sailor
with yearning for
the literary?
The Clipper is looking for writers to write
about races they’ve participated in, cruising
or boat repairs. Articles best accompanied
with digital photos. Who knows, you could
be the next Pardeys’ or Shards’ feeding that
cruising addiction with your writing skills.
Contact communications@qcyc.ca or Glen at
416-203-1029 for more details.

News

Some of the feedback on Planning
received so far… by Mary Partridge
1. Move Junior Club building to north end of
the club grounds (reclaim space for shallow
draft boats, or dredge to accommodate boats
with more draft; or create a locker block with
shower & washroom)
2. Manager’s and drivers’ cabins: cannot be
rented out; currently the manager’s cabin is
not used; sub-divide the manager’s cabin into
lockers; review the lease re: what QC is
allowed to do
3. Lockers: need more; should be higher
priority
4. Rapids Queen maintenance – should be first
priority to clean and seal the Rapids Queen

there is a good reason to do them: Bow
thruster; Heaters in dining room; Redesign
south balcony, relocate stairs; Office and back
office renovation; Barrier free entrance to
clubhouse, wheelchair lift, fire escape from
kitchen and sprinkler system, in each case
unless required by law; Add new lockers,
unless it is self funding; Second hydraulic
cross haul winch; Rapid Queen maintenance
other than paint; new $20,000 electric winch
9. QCYC archives – add to the plan: protection
of historical documents; proper storage area
and display case; digitatize the Centennial
book

5. Men’s Washroom – must be done SOON;
add windows (through west wall)

10.Sell the AQII, pay off debt on the boat, and
then buy another boat that is less costly to
buy and less costly to maintain and run

6. Rentals - If snug room and kids room were
fixed up and equipped properly (room
dividers, tables/chairs, projector/screen, etc.),
it could be rented out for corporate functions.
The club could make a lot more money from
rentals.

11.General feedback - It is clear not everything
will get done as there is no way the club can
afford everything on the list. Have to make
tough decisions and increase membership to
spread the cost

7. Dredging should be done in next 2-3 years,
as part of the redevelopment of the basin in
front of the clubhouse for moorings; perhaps
club should purchase sand suckers and do
the work ourselves
8. One member suggested that quite a few
items should be made a priority 4 unless

12.General feedback – looks good but how in
heck will the club ever pay for it?
13.Sailing school – could be a net income
generator if the adult sailing program were
expanded and if the club had boats that
members could use. Would bring in new
Senior members
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14.Get more associate members into the club
15.The culture of the club is just as important as
the financial planning. Planning should
address the cultural issues around the club
(e.g., communication, openness, friendliness,
constitution, vision/mandate of the club)
16.Next version of the plan should reflect the
amount of money the club will be able to
spend. Instead of showing $126K required in
year 2 and 3, cut that back to $70 or so
because that’s all we’ve got.
17. Members would be able to absorb the plan
and respond to it if it were presented in
smaller chunks.
18.Patio furniture should be purchased sooner
rather than later
19.Dry Sail area – create more space so the
boats that are used infrequently are out of the
way. Perhaps a way to get boats across the
track. Clean up the dry sail area (“it is a
shambles”) and then use it as a focal point for
the entrance to the club.
20.Tiki bar – “a club without a tiki bar is sad
indeed”
21. Garbage compound as seen from the water –
suggest plant trees or build fence at the
seawall to hide the garbage from those sailing
by.

Q C Y C Board Updates
Treasurer
Tony Araujo
How Many Managers
does it Take to Screw In
a Light Bulb?
Ah yes, often heard
behind the lockers, it’s
the common theme
behind the proverbial
politically incorrect
ethnic joke. Seriously
though, how many
managers does it take
to run a club the size of Queen City? We have 130 odd
slips, 300 or so members, about a half dozen seasonal
employees and a clubhouse that’s closed for half of
the year. Granted, even though we aren’t that large a
club it still does take myriad of tasks to put together a
successful sailing season. So how does all of this stuff
get done at Queen City?
Fifteen senior members form your Board of Directors.
Directors give up their spare time to manage an
incredible range of activities that we all enjoy at the
club. Board members manage the calendar, organize
the racing for Wednesday nights, figure out the budget, organize the parties, tell you where to moor, move
your tires, organize launch and haulout. They organize the repair and maintenance work parties that we
all love to attend. They design, layout and get the
Clipper printed that you’re reading. They make sure
that the Queen is there to transport members and all
of their stuff back and forth across the Bay. They
organize the Learn to Sail program and figure out
how to make it succeed. They make sure that the

grass gets cut and figure out how to dispose of all of
the garbage we collect. They organize the training
sessions that make the Boat Show such a membership recruiting success year after year. Along with
most of the rest of the membership, they manage a
whole bunch of tasks to make our time at Queen
City a great time.
These managers have always been unpaid. They
were unpaid back in 2001, the year it took just
$42,400 to run the office at Queen City. Last year
your fellow Board managers’ workload was the
same as it was back in 2001 and their rate of pay
remained unchanged too – they received a zero
percent increase in each of the last 4 years. The
office workload hasn’t changed either over the
same time period, yet its cost has risen to $72,200.
That’s nearly $30,000 more of your money burned
up in administration (or to put it another way, that’s
about $230 for each and every senior unit). In 2001
the office cost $2000 less than the Fleet wages budget. Last year the office cost $11,400 more than the
Fleet wages budget. What is the value of all this
spending you might ask? I don’t know about you,
but I don’t remember any desks or filing cabinets
being pressed into service to ferry members across
the Harbour during the last Algonquin Queen II
shutdown.
With so many Board managers and member workers (don’t forget we are a self-help club) do we really
need such an expensive office? How many
managers do we need to run Queen City?

BAD SHIRTS,
GOOD FRIENDS,
GREAT EVENT !

BOB or DOUG’S

LOBSTERFEST
Mark your calenders!
There’s a crustacean with
your name on it!

Music by
Midnight Walk
Saturday August 19th
Tickets $39.95

Rather be Sailing?

handbag by Anne Taintor

577Queen Street West
416.869.9889
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Clipper Supporters!
More Than Just
a Catalogue

What a chandlery is about!
44 Midwest Road, Scarborough
Tel 416-752-1711
Toll Free 1-877-752-1711

Jill

email: info@riggingshoppe.com

•
•
•
•

Buying?
Building?
Refinancing?
Renewing?

Web: www.riggingshoppe.com

Design...printing...web.
(helping sailors and other sort for over 18 years)

283 College St., 2nd Floor, Toronto

416.423.8492

glen@newburyng.com www.newburyng.com

• More Choice
• Access to Canada’s Leading Lenders and Private Investors
• Preferred Rates
• First and Second Mortgages
• Rapid Turnaround For Approvals
• Professionalism and Integrity Above All!

But-A-Dream
Algonquin
Island Cottage

For all of your mortgage needs...

Sandra Epstein (of the boat Wanderer!) MBA AMP

• just outside the QCYC

Mortgage Broker
HLC Home Loans Canada
Direct: 416 712-3170 Fax: 416 987-5939
email: sandra.epstein@hlcmortgages.com
Special promotions for fellow QCYC members!!!

Weekly Rentals
Contact Jeannie Parker
416 203 9946
www.torontoislandvacation.com

(some conditions apply)

QCYC Favoured Plumber:

One pipe at a
time...getting the club
together.
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Events 2006
Picture of the Month

Restaurant & Bar
High Season Hours (August)
Dining Room

Bar

Mon

Closed

Closed

Tue

5-9pm

4-10pm

Wed

5-10pm

3-11pm

Thurs

5-9pm

4-10pm

Fri

5-10pm

4-12am

Sat

9am-10pm

12pm-12am

Sun

9am-10pm

12pm-10pm

Statutary Holidays Same as Sun Hours

Tender Schedule

Early morning swans off the club by Whitney Webster.

Do you have a Picture of the Month that represents the spirit of the club, at its best, its worse, its funnest,
its most beautiful? Please send with a description to communications@qcyc.ca.
Make sure it is at least a 500K jpg.

Events
Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 3 July 31, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing
Aug. 2, Wed.
Cruise to OYS
Aug. 5/6, Sat./Sun.
Wednesday Night Racing
Aug. 9, Wed.
Womens Skippers Race
Aug. 12, Sat.
AHMEN 1 RC AYC
Aug. 12, Sat.
Learn-to-Sail/Junior Club Session 4 Aug. 14, Mon.
Wednesday Night Racing
Aug. 16, Wed.
Deadline return of trophies
Aug. 18, Fri.
Aug. 18, Fri.
AHMEN 2 RC NYC
Bob or Doug’s Lobsterfest
w/Midnight Walk
Aug. 19, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing
Aug. 23, Wed.
Aug. 25, Fri.
Junior Club Banquet
Aug. 30, Wed.
Wednesday Night Racing
Corn & Weenie Roast / Kids camp out Sept. 1, Fri.
Pig Roast Afternoon / Night
Sept. 2, Sat.
w/Now and Then
Aug. 19, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing
Sept. 6, Wed.
Karaoke
Sept. 9, Sat.

LORC ABYC Open
Sept. 9/10, Sat./Sun.
Wednesday Night Racing
Sept. 13, Wed.
Cruise out/in to EYC
Sept. 16/17, Sat./Sun.
LORC First Frostbite
Sept. 17, Sat.
Wednesday Night Racing
Sept. 20, Wed.
LORC Second Frostbite
Sept. 23, Sat.
Champion of Champions
Sept. 24, Sun.
AHMEN 4 RC MCC
Sept. 24, Sun.
Last Chance Cup/Awards Banquet
Sept. 30, Sat
w/Gist Band
AHMEN 5 RC NYC
Oct. 1, Sun.
LORC Third Frostbite
Oct. 7, Sat.
AHMEN 5 RC TS*&CC
Oct. 7, Sat.
Haul-out /Daily flag raising stops/
Octoberfest (All Set - tentative)
Oct. 14, Sat.
Haul-out
Oct. 15, Sun.
Haulout/Pot Luck
Oct. 21, Sat.
Oct. 22, Sun.
Haulout And/or Work Party
Dec. 7, Fri.
Annual General Meeting

Revised effective July 31st - September 3. All times are
departures from City — Pier 6. Deduct 15 minutes for Club
Departures. Tickets $6/10 for $50 @ Office. No one way fares.
Mon

SUMMER | MAY 1 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2006
Tues Wed Thurs Fri
Sat
Sun

8:15
8:45

8:15
8:45

Holiday

8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45 8:45
9:15 9:15 9:15
9:45 9:45 9:45
10:15* 10:15* 10:15*10:15* 10:15* 10:15 10:15 10:15
11:15* 11:15*
11:15* 11:15 11:15 11:15
12:15* 12:15* 12:15* 12:15* 12:15* 12:15 12:15 12:15
1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15 1:15
2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15* 2:15*
3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15* 3:15*
4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15* 4:15*
4:45
4:45
5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15
5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45 5:45
6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15 6:15
7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15 7:15
8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15 8:15
9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15 9:15
9:45
10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15 10:15
10:45
11:15
11:15 11:15 (11:15)
am
12:15
Special Events Only
1:15
*Robbins Freight Runs. Tender Captain reserves right to switch boat.

Printing 100% post-consumer,
non-bleached paper.

